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Dedicated 

Cheering at a soccer game, senior Andrew Thomas likes to show his support. "I was there cheering on [senior] Shawn Siokos. I went 
crazy when he scored because he scraps," said Thomas. 

One of the great parts of being a high school student is being able to see your classmates compete in their sports and show off their 
talents. Whether the athletes are your friends or not, everyone wants a victory to make the school look better. Superfanning is one of the 
most common forms of support shown throughout the year. No matter what sport season it is, one can always find superfans supporting 
their favorite teams. 

Along with superfanning, some students like to play sports as well. For the athletes, finding time to relax and enjoy themselves can be 
a difficult challenge. For the Pantherettes, the only day that they don't have practice is on Tuesday. This leaves little time to go out with 
friends and enjoy being a teenager. 

Freshman Brooke Pospychala is having to deal with less free time. "Now that I'm in high school, I have less free time because I play 
soccer. I also have a lot more homework, so that cuts into my free time as well. The weekends are nice, though, to be able to enjoy my free 
time with my friends," said Pospychala. 


Senior responsibility 

Responsibility increases as stu- 
dents move higher up in grades. 
Senior Sara Mclnerney feels these 
changes greatly. "I feel swamped 
with new responsibilities this year. 
Being editor-in-chief of the news- 
paper has been a difficult change, 
but I enjoy the challenge," said 
Mclnerney. "Even though I'm ac- 
tive with soccer and work, I enjoy 
the feeling of being busy rather 
than the feeling of being bored. 
When I'm bored, I feel like I'm not 
doing anything productive, and I 
believe I should always be doing 
something productive." Mclner- 
ney works at Subway, and is also 
a starter for the soccer team. 


Expressing ourselves 

Artists exist all over the school 
in different forms. Many artists are 
musicians, painters, singers, or 
drawers. Junior Nicole Poole con- 
siders herself an artist. "I consider 
myself a unique artist because I 
am able to create art off the top 
of my head. My work involves no 
sketches or rough drafts," said 
Poole. "Most of the art that I draw 
has a lot less meaning behind the 
design. I just keep adding as I see 
fit for the picture." 

For those that do like to plan, 
many kids join the art club. The art 
club is responsible for many draw- 
ings on walls around the school 
such as the panther murals. 


For the love of the game 

Game day for athletes is always 
an enjoyable day. Throughout the 
school, one can always see uni- 
forms being worn to show team 
unity. Senior Nikola Pupae, how- 
ever, chooses to not wear his uni- 
form to school most of the time. 
"It's not that I want to stand out, I 
just like being comfortable the day 
of a game. It lets me be more re- 
laxed, and I'm able to play my best 
later," said Pupae. 

"I always wear my uniform for 
game day," said senior Ryan Vo- 
ges. "The day of our first game, I 
didn't just wear my uniform, I also 
wore my shorts and socks as well 
because I wanted to play so bad." 


Free time 

Lunch, for many students at 
Griffith, is a time to relax and see 
all of the friends that are not in 
the same classes. For sophomore 
Ryan Avalos, his favorite part is 
just having a break from classes. 
"I enjoy eating lunch with [fresh- 
man] Jordan Gonzalez, [fresh- 
man] Thomas Kudyba, and [soph- 
omore] Garrett Walter. I especially 
enjoy making fun of Garrett every- 
day because he is an easy target," 
said Avalos. 

Avalos usually brings his lunch 
each day. but he still buys flavored 
water that the school offers for 
sale. "I love my homemade sand- 
whiches," said Avalos. 










Working behind the scenes 

Hard at work, sophomore Hanna Vrabely helps set up the homecoming dance. "I like being a part of student council because I get to help 
make decisions on what goes on around this school. It's awesome to be able to be a part of homecoming," said Vrabely. 

Homecoming at GHS has recently become a popular part of the school year. Until Rachel Miller, English, took over student council, the 
homecoming dance was not a big deal. Before, the dance was after the football game on Friday and no one dressed up. Attendance was 
low and no one really cared. Now, the homecoming dance is a semi-formal dance. Instead of being after the game on Friday, the dance is 
the night after, on Saturday. With just over half the school attending, 499 people, this dance is the most popular dance at GHS. 

"After setting up, I went home and got ready for the dance," said Vrabely. "This year I went all out on the dance floor. It really changed 
my experience at dances because last year I refused to dance certain ways. This year I let it all out and it was definitely the best experience 
I have had at a dance." 


New to the school 

Being a freshman at GHS means 
that no rights exist. Freshman Jor- 
dan Gonzalez is still getting used 
to being new in the school. Gon- 
zalez, a soccer player, has lots of 
people to help him learn to enjoy 
high school. "High school has 
been a new experience for me. I 
have to study more to keep up my 
grades because classes are a lot 
harder," said Gonzalez. 

Part of being a freshman means 
having people to look up to. "[se- 
nior] Matt Plawecki and [senior] 
Jake Long are my heroes. They 
both work hard at soccer. I hope 
I can be as good as Matt is one 
day," said Gonzalez. "High school 
soccer is really different from the 
other league I used to play in." 


Picnic in the park 

With her volleyball team, sopho- 
more Catena Root relaxes at a pic- 
nic after a hard day of conditioning 
during the summer at Wicker Park. 

Aside from practices. Root also 
enjoyed the team bonding that the 
team experienced outside of prac- 
tices. Along with picnics, the team 
also found time to enjoy them- 
selves in different settings. For 
teams at Griffith, this helps create 
unity and team chemistry. 

"We had a pool party at Stepha- 
nie Brandner's house," said Root. 
"It helped the team get really 
close, and being friends is help- 
ful because volleyball is a sport 
where you have to trust others, 
and they have to be able to return 
that trust." 


Txtin like thers no tmrw 

Checking her phone, senior 
Sara Popovich gets ready to leave 
school. Never seen without her 
phone, Popovich is almost always 
texting. "As soon as school gets 
out. I'm constantly texting. I only 
take breaks when I am driving 
and when I sleep." 

Texting at GHS is very common. 
Students are constantly getting 
their phones taken away by teach- 
ers who are on the look-out. J.R. 
Ford, Spanish, is known for his 
ability to catch texting in his class. 
Students know to text at their own 
risk in his class. "I usually catch 
one or two phones a week in my 
class," said Ford. "Students know 
not to text in my class because I'll 
catch them when they do." 


Studying for success 

Studying is a big part of being 
successful at GHS. As a senior. 
Matt Beck wants to keep his 
grades up so he can go to the col- 
lege he wants to go to. "Philoso- 
phy is a subject that interests me 
a lot. Hopefully, I can concentrate 
my studies on that in college and 
get a job later in life that focuses 
on philosophy," said Beck. 

Beck plans to attend college at 
Wabash in Indiana. Since drop- 
ping football. Beck has found a lot 
of free time for studying and so- 
cializing. "Since I didn't play foot- 
ball this year, I have more time to 
do homework, hang out with my 
girlfriend, and train for wrestling," 
said Beck. "It's nice to not have to 
cram in extra studying." 
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The newbie 

Griffith High School has gone through a series of assistant prin- 
cipals. This year, one of the newest members to the high school 
staff is Justin Fronek. Fronek was formerly known as the middle 
school’s eighth grade history teacher, and he remains the boys’ 
varsity basketball coach. The jump from teacher to assistant 
principal didn’t shake Fronek at all. “I was ecstatic when I heard 
about my new job opportunity, and my main concerns are learn- 
ing how 1 can help the school and all of the students,” he stated. 
Spotlight on the stage 

The auditorium has received a makeover. This year, the stage 
is a sharp new black color, and the curtains are a panther-friendly 
gold. The curtains were changed because the old curtains were 
against the fire code. The west AV wing is now open so that the 
auditorium can maintain more order and seat more people. “I 
don't necessarily like the new gold color, but it’s a change from 
the 1960’s mustard orange curtains,” said choir director Eddie 
Covarrubias. 


Parking pros! cons 

Last year’s outrage over the parking lot has been forgotten. 
Students at GHS now have the opportunity of ‘first come, first 
serve’ parking. Another change to the parking lot is that the lot 
next to the baseball field is not to be used. “I love the new park- 
ing system. I get the same spot every day right next to the door,” 
said junior Katie Gilbert. On the other hand, junior Ashley Parish 
said, “I don’t like the new system because they ran out of passes 
by the time 1 went to buy a parking pass.” 

Jump into the future 

Out with the old and in with the new. GHS received new Apple 
computers. The computers are located in Kristina Collard’s jour- 
nalism room, the library, and in the GAP room. The monitors 
are larger and the keyboards are roughly the same size as the 
planners. Junior Jeremy Starks uses the computers to design a 
page for the newspaper, the Panther Press. “I like that the new 
computers take up less space so that there’s more room to work, 
but 1 don’t like that the InDesign program sometimes freezes,” 
said Starks. 



Kristen Pospychala 
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Taking care of business 
The first few weeks of school 
are tough for everyone, but 
eventually, everything starts 
falling into place. "My new job 
is going smoothly. I have the joy 
of working with wonderful stu- 
dents every day," said new as- 
sistant principal Justin Fronek. 

Surfing the web 
"The new computers are so 
sleek and compact that it s 
hard not to try and sneak them 
off in your purse," said junior 
Regina Hope. Hope is using the 
new Apple computer in Kris- 
tina Collard s journalism room. 
The computers came equipped 
with a new designing software. 







Kristen Pospychala 


What's the best 
change at GHS? 


Kristen Pospychala 
Hands off our food!!! 

Black and gold is taking over 
the cafeteria. The cafeteria's 
latest attempt at going green is 
that the school has purchased 
black and gold reusable trays 
for full lunch. "I love that my 
food doesn't touch, except for 
on nacho supreme day," said 
senior Sydney Reis. 


Cleaning up the hallways 
Shabby, brown, garbage cans 
are a part of the past. This year, 
GHS has smaller, more com- 
pact garbage cans filling the 
hallways. The reaction of the 
students seems to be one of ap- 
proval. "I like the new garbage 
cans. I give them two thumbs 
way up," said junior Eric Bean. 


"I like the new trays because I always used 
to drop my lunch when the old styrafoam 
trays would break." 

Emilee Trueblood, 10 

"The new hand sanitizer dispensers are 
my favorite change. I always fight Bobo 
[senior Nick Bobowski] to get to them so 
that my hands can stay fresh and clean." 
-Jake Evanich, 1 2 

"I love the new selection of high school 
boys. They're ten times hotter than the 
middle schoolers." 

-Taylor Backe, 9 

"I absolutely love the new assistant prin 
cipab. The old assistant principals were too 
strict, and Mr. Fronek is the man’!'." 

-Tyrell Tinnm, 1 1 


If you're not first... 
you're last 

Whether GHS students are 
showing off their flashy Mus- 
tangs or their mom's old mini- 
van, the parking lot is the prime 
high school show-and-tell spot. 
"I really like my parking spot. 
First come, first serve' is defi- 
nitely the way to go," said se- 
nior Meghan Macak. 


Kristen Pospychala 
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First car 

Taking advantage of the warm 
September air, junior Presley 
Corich drives out of the parking 
lot in her Mustang convertible. 
"At my sixteenth birthday party, 
[junior] Samantha Marker drove 
up in the car that my parents 
bought for me," said Corich. 
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F/'rsf homecoming 
Excited for three-legged bas- 
ketball, freshmen Taylor Aus- 
tin and Abby Grabos get their 
legs taped together. "The other 
classes ail ganged up on the 
freshmen during Activities Day 
and made signs saying Fresh- 
men Smell, " said Grabos. 


First breakup 
"Casey told me she wasn't 
ready for a long relationship, so 
we broke up and stayed friends. 
We've been good friends for 
two years since. We re definite- 
ly better off as friends because 
we can put up with each oth- 
er's attitudes and craziness," 
said junior Chris Melton, refer- 
ring to his breakup with junior 
Casey McDaniel. 


Amanda Zaborowski 

First ISS 

Reading out of boredom, fresh- 
man Joey Washack sits in ISS. 
"ISS is extremely boring," said 
Washack. "You need work to do 
because if you don't have work, 
they yell at you and send you 
back to the office." 




First varsity game 
During senior Nick Biancardi's 
freshman year, he played his 
first football game on varsity. 
'During my first varsity play 
on defense, I gave up a touch- 
down. We still ended up win- 
ning, but the only time they 
scored is when I was in. If it 
weren't for that, we would have 


said Biancardi. 


shut them out," 
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toning up 


Success; failure; firsts 

Many real-life situations are experienced for the first time while 
in Griffith. The experience may be a first trip to the boneyard, the 
first time representing and cheering for your class in the pep rally, 
or the first day walking down the Willy Wonka hall. For freshman 
Cindy Mclnerney, high school held her first opportunity to play 
a varsity sport. “My first year playing varsity soccer was a very 
challenging but exciting experience. Playing with my two sisters 
was my favorite part!” said Mclnerney. 

Falling for you 

A high schooler’s first prom should be magical. For some, though, 
it turns out to be just the opposite. Sophomore Jessica Zubik’s first 
prom was far from a fairy tale. “My mom didn’t know I went to 
prom my freshman year, but my dad did. Everything was covered 
so my mom wouldn’t find out," Zubik said. “I started to get heat 
flashes [at the dance] and thought I was going to pass out, so I 
leaned on my date. I passed out and he caught me. An ambulance 
came and put me on a stretcher. My dad came, but he let me stay at 
the dance. My sister called later and said my mom found out, and 
she came to get me. I was grounded for two months.” 
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Taking a trip 

Emotions run wild on the first day of freshman year. There 
are unfamiliar hallways, many new people, and, of course, the 
threat of upperclassmen. For some people, the first day of fresh- 
men year doesn’t quite go as planned. “On my first day, I was 
walking up the stairs. [Junior] Derek Revis stepped on both of 
my flip flops, and I flew forward,” said sophomore Hanna Vra- 
bely. “I hit the ground, and my books flew everywhere. A ton 
of people were standing over me and laughing. [Junior] Natalie 
Aguilera helped me up. I was in tears,” said Vrabely. 

A glowing night 

The Homecoming dance is expected to be a Saturday night 
filled with beautiful dresses and up to beat music. What is not 
expected, however, is a glow stick fight breaking out on the dance 
floor. To correspond with the theme, “Hittin’ the Streets”, Rachel 
Miller, English, had passed out glow sticks to the students at the 
dance. "While I was dancing to ‘Party Like a Rockstar’ I got 
hit in the face with a water bottle filled with glow sticks. It left 
a mark on my face that was there for the rest of the night,” said 
freshman Alyssa Gebo, about her first Homecoming dance. 



Raquel Mazur 


Pros of having one leg 
Born without some of the 
bones in her right leg, Rachel 
Solar has to wear a prosthetic 
leg. She was with her friends 
and they were painting toe 
nails. Solar took her prosthesis 
leg off. "The pros of having a 
prosthetic leg is if I'm ever in 
a fight or something I can rip it 
off," said Solar. 


Breaking down barriers 
Even though color guard just 
started three years ago, a lot 
of new experiences were had. 
One of these new experiences 
was a guy team member, soph- 
omore Bobby Stevens. "I decid- 
ed to try out because I saw so 
many sides. I'm glad I did: I love 
it," said Stevens. 
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Top Gun 

Being one of the only people at 
GHS to trap shoot, senior Eric 
Webber stands alone with this 
unique hobby, which is shoot- 
ing clay pigeons. He goes to his 
grandpa's house with his dad 
and uncle. They launch off the 
clay pigeon, and when it gets 
far enough they shoot them. 


From underdog to champ 
The varsity girls soccer team 
made school history this season 
by winning conference. Playing 
the keeper position, junior Sarah 
Hurdish stopped a lot of goals to 
help the soccer team win. .“To 
know that we came together 
and beat some of the top teams 
in the region felt incredible. All 
of our hard work paid off," said 
Hurdish. 
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It’s a sport , deal with it! 

From jumping on the bed to a three-fourths front barani ball out 
tuck, freshman Shannon Kunka has tumbled her way to nationals. 
“I got first out of fifty-two other people. It was really amazing,” 
noted Kunka. From the age of three she has been attending TNT 
Twisters and has been competing since the age of six. Kunka has 
trained with many athletes who have gone on to compete at the 
world championships. 

Twinkle toes 

Before cleats, there were dance shoes. Before Coach Radtke, 
there was Jeanie’s Dance Academy and Patti’s All- American. Se- 
nior Eddie Boncela started taking dance lessons at the age of four. 
He gave up his blue spandex with sparkles for a football uniform 
in the third grade. “My best memory of dancing was dancing with 
my sister,” said Boncela. “My dance backround benefits me in 
sports now because I am more flexible.” A lot of boys are un- 
willing to admit their dance backrounds, but in the end, having 
twinkle toes puts them ahead of the competition. 


Get big 

Breathing in and breathing out is very natural, but being able 
to puff out your stomach is pretty unique. Since the age of ten, 
freshman Katie Bridges has been trying to perfect this talent. She 
is able to suck in the bottom of her stomach, while pushing out 
the top. Some people call this the “pregnant stomach”. “1 tried to 
do this because my sister would always do it, but I haven’t quite 
got it exactly like hers yet,” admitted Bridges. 

Flying high 

At the beginning of the school year, it is common to find stu- 
dents looking for their new classes, but who would expect seeing 
bats fluttering past them? In his English class, during the second 
week of school, junior Richie Zakrzewski and other students saw 
a bat soaring through the hallway. “Seeing the bat was definitely 
weird but wicked sweet,” said Zakrzewski. 

Bats have been seen in the auditorium before, but this year they 
decided to adventure out in the hallways and the fieldhouse. “It 
was crazy practicing when the bat flew over us,” said sophomore 
Vicki Solivais. 
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Ride em ' cowgirl 
Since eighth grade, senior Sara 
Popovich has rode horses, 
and finally, about a year and a 
half ago, Popovich got her own 
horse. "I love my horse because 
he has a great personality; it 
wouldn't be the same with a 
different horse." said Popovich. 
Popovich goes to Cedar Point 
Horse Park in Cedar Lake to 
practice with her horse for com- 
petition. They have won many 
awards together. 
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And the winning float is... 
The junior class! "We finished 
the float in one day. I spray 
painted the whole float, and it 
was really cool to win because 
we re juniors and this was my 
first year doing it, so I did not 
expect to win,' said junior Jona- 
than Acevedo. 


Decorating for the halls 
A new contest, hall decorat- 
ing, helped get students in the 
homecoming mood. “I thought 
it was exciting to do and cool 
to see the other hallways, but it 
took so long to finish with only 
about seven people helping." 
said junior Elizabeth Biancardi. 


Musical chairs 
Another exciting event during 
the pep rally is musical chairs. 
This event can sometimes get a 
little competitive between the stu- 
dents. "The best thing about mu- 
sical chairs was fighting for the 
chairs, but it isn't cool when you 
get out," said junior Amy Belcher. 
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Jackie Lopez 

Workin ' it out 
Many students participated 
in the popular 80 s workout/ 
retro day. “I really enjoy laugh- 
ing at other people during spirit 
week and also dressing up in 
different outfits," said sopho- 
more Anton Calvert. 


Raquel Mazur 


Cheer for a win! 

Showing his friends some 
cheerleading motions, senior 
Dan Rodriguez cheers on the 
3-legged basketball event. "My 
favorite part of the pep rally 
was definitely dressing up as 
a cheerleader and winning for 
the seniors," said Rodriguez. 


"Bow Down FRESHMEN" 
The battle between the se- 
niors and the freshmen lasted 
all throughout homecoming 
week. "I thought the signs that 
the seniors made were funny. 
I didn't think it was that mean 
because it happens every year 
to the freshmen," said fresh- 
man Emma Blackard. 
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in' die Streets 


Do you have school spirit? 

The week leading up to homecoming, September 21-25, was 
spirit week. Monday was dress-up day, Tuesday was hobo day, 
Wednesday was the popular 80’s workout/ retro day, Thursday 
was nerd day, and Friday was black and gold/ homecoming T- 
shirt day. “My favorite spirit week day was nerd day because 
I got to wear my St. Mary’s uniform and was able to show my 
nerdy side,” said sophomore Kathy Villalpando. 

This year, they also held a hallway decorating contest to show 
more spirit and celebrate homecoming. The winning class got 
points added to their score for the pep rally. The senior class won, 
with the juniors following in second place. The hallways were 
decorated on Tuesday evening, and by the end of the school day 
on Wednesday just about everything was tom down. The fresh- 
men and seniors battled each other and ripped down the other 
grade’s signs. The seniors responded by making signs saying 
“We own you, freshmen” and “Bow Down”. 

Evacuate the dance floor 

This year’s homecoming theme was “Evacuate the Dance 
Floor: Hittin’ the Streets”. The theme was based off the hit song 
by Cascada. The student council planned the dance, set up deco- 
rations, and tore down everything; it took around six hours. The 
dance was a success, though, because 499 people attended, which 
was more than ever before. 


Early Homecoming?! 


page by-. Jillian Dixon 


This year’s homecoming was about two weeks earlier than previ- 
ous years. That meant that the homecoming dance theme was chosen 
by the third week of school. “I didn’t like the homecoming being 
early this year because it was harder to prepare for the dance; we had 
to rush to pick the theme for the dance and the colors,” said junior 
Josh Kisfalusi. 

In the past years, the ticket purchase came with a T-shirt. However, 
for this to be possible, the ticket sales would have had to begun the 
second week of school. The booster club sponsor, Kelly Bridges, 
offered to take the T-shirt responsibility, and they were sold for $10. 
This year the T-shirts were different colors for each grade level: the 
seniors had black, juniors had white, sophomores had gray, and 
freshman had gold. 

Frantic Friday... 

The rivalry between the freshmen and the seniors continued 
throughout the day on Friday and into the pep rally. The seniors 
wore face masks that they wrote “freshmen stink” on. 

The parade went smoothly, and the junior class won the float 
building competition. As soon as the parade ended, it poured until 
the game started. The field was too muddy for the halftime show 
to happen. However, the rain did not wash away the rest of the 
excitement for the homecoming weekend. The football team won 
7-6 over the Munster Mustangs. 



Ali Pietrucha 
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Seniors 2010: We run this 
All pumped up, the seniors shout to the 
freshmen during the pep rally. "Some- 
thing I will always remember about my 
last homecoming is the guy [Shawn 
Siokos] that did the back flip during the 
pep rally, having a great time with my 
friends, and almost getting into a car ac- 
cident" said senior Caitlyn Hayes. 


A day in the life of a nerd 
Rocking her high waisted pants 
and pigtails, freshman Brooke 
Pospychala wasn't scared to par- 
ticipate in this year's Nerd Day'. 
"I thought it was exciting to dress 
up as a nerd, and I didn't care 
what other people thought about 
me. so that made it better," said 
Pospychala. 


Kiss our class goodbye 
Every year, the seniors steal the 
cow as a part of the senior prank. 
"I thought the best part of the se- 
nior prank was coming in late at 
night to set everything up and see- 
ing Kyle Smith go crazy looking for 
the cow. which was stolen already 
so we stole it back," said senior 
Steven Kepchar. 
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For the win 

In the game, junior Calvin Bone- 
wits scored the only touchdown 
of the night. "It was the biggest 
game of my life, and Munster 
was a tough opponent, so it felt 
great to win," said Bonewits. "I 
think we worked well as a team 
and played to our potential," he 
added. 

After the dance 
After dancing the night away at 
the homecoming dance, many 
students like to go out for a bite 
to eat. "I went to Red Robin 
after the dance," said senior 
Trisha Monroe. Several other 
students went out to eat at dif- 
ferent restaurants such as TGI 
Fridays, Steak and Shake, and 
Buffalo Wild Wings. 
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Dance it out 

Dressed to impress, junior Cody 
Modglin dances with a group of 
his friends. "I enjoyed dancing 
to Two-Step," said Modglin. 
This, as well as several other 
R&B numbers, was played at 
the dance. 



First dance 

Attending the homecoming 
dance for the first time was 
freshman Jacob Koselke. "Go- 
ing to my first dance was very 
exciting," said Koselke. His fa- 
vorite part was throwing glow 
sticks. "My favorite song to 
dance to was Evacuate the 
Dance Floor'," he added. 
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King and queen 
Celebrating their win. seniors 
Ashley Darrough and Barry 
Baltrusis congratulated each 
other on the football field. "My 
favorite part of being on court 
was that Nick Biancardi was on 
it too, and that was really cool," 
said Baltrusis. 




Homecoming Court 
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Sara Mdnerney & 
Steven Kepchar 



Sara Winiecki & 
Peter Sepulveda 



Ashley Darrough & 
Nick Biancardi 



Meghan Macak & 
Jacob Evamch 



Kier Bnnkley & 
Barry Baltrusis 
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Trendsetters 
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A book in hand 

"Twilight is my favorite series be- 
cause I am in love with Edward 
Cullen, and all boys should be 
like him," said freshman Blaire 
Gearhart. Gearhart sat with her 
friend, freshman Jackie Johns, 
in the library to enjoy the second 
book in the series. New Moon. 



From gladiator sandals to moccasins 

Gladiator sandals, Nike sneakers, boots, and moccasins are 
footwear that have hit the school. Junior Jack Blount wears Nike 
tennis shoes. “Nikes are the best and only kicks to wear,” said 
Blount. 

Girls also wear scarves, leggings, and skinny jeans. “I wear 
scarves because they are in style and boots because it’s cold. I 
don’t want to wear flip flops,” said sophomore Jianni Rivera. 
Guys have fallen into the pattern of wearing Affliction and Ta- 
pout t-shirts. 

Whatcha’ say? 

This year a famous trend is “knucks”. A knuck is when two peo- 
ple make fists and hit knuckles. Students knuck when something 
good happens, or just when they see one of their close friends 
walking in the halls of GHS. Some students use terms such as 
“fire,” “swoll,” or “get jacked.” When students go outside of the 
school and say these things, other people look at them like they 
are crazy, but to us, this all seems completely normal. 


Music 

“1 listen to Lil Wayne before each one of my games because it 
gets me pumped up for each game,” said junior Katelyn Barta. 

Others prefer to listen to rock to get pumped up before games, 
like senior Josh Chavez. “I like to listen to Green Day because 
with all the changes in music since they have been around, they 
are still one of the best bands today,” said Chavez. 

Songs like “Down” by Jay Sean, “Paparazzi” by Lady Gaga, 
and “I Gotta Feeling” by Black Eyed Peas top the charts of favor- 
ite songs for the end of the year of 2009. 

Twilight 

Senior Carissa Quintero likes the Twilight book more than the 
movie. “I like the book more than the movie because the book 
goes into more detail,” said Quintero. Whether you prefer the 
movie or the book, enjoyment can be found in either one. “I read 
the book because it was popular so I wanted to see what all the 
hype was about,” said senior Willie Hernandez. 


These 
ware 
j seme ef 
the het 
^ styles 
frem the 
gg2009- 




2010 

scheel 

year. 



Lcng shirts 



Afflicticn tees 



Ed Hardy sneakers 

Relaxed Eit jeans 



1 b 




Text it 

Sitting next to each other and 
texting away on their phones 
is sophomore Kelsey Bone- 
wits and junior Ashley Parish. 
"My favorite application on my 
iPhone is Myspace, and it's 
easy to text on," said Bonewits. 
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Knuckin' 

"I was excited when I got a math 
problem right in Mrs. Chidichi- 
mo's class," senior Justin Phil- 
lips says as he shares a knuck 
with fellow classmate, senior 
Jane Hurdish, who is also in the 
enriched calculus class. 


Tats 

Sitting in Rachel Miller's English 
class, sporting his new tattoo, is 
senior Michael Mayernik. "I have 
always wanted to get a tattoo, 
and I finally could because I'm 
eighteen. It is based off a tribal 
symbol, and I plan on adding 
onto it in the future." said May- 
ernik. 


Jammin ' 

With a little down time, ju- 
niors Lindsay Pierce and David 
Baldazo listen to some of their 
favorite music in the hallway dur- 
ing passing period. "I love to lis- 
ten to Lady Gaga because she is 
a hermaphrodite," said Baldazo. 



Braids 

A growing trend at Griffith is 
braids. They're everywhere from 
being worn at school for fashion, 
to the girls' soccer team wearing 
them for luck. One of these girls 
is senior Brooke Blackard. "I love 
to wear braids in my hair because 
not many other people do, and I 
like to be different,”said Blackard. 


27 





Spring Break Trips to the Wisconsin Dells 
Over Spring Break, many people decided to leave Griffith, and 
go on a vacation to Wisconsin. In Wisconsin, people went to dif- 
ferent water parks. Sophomore Shae Siokos went with sopho- 
more Taylor Steffan and her family to stay at the Great Wolf 
Lodge Resort and Water Park. “We definitely had a great time. 
We played all kinds of games in the arcade like Deal or no Deal,” 
said Siokos. 


a Break 

Page by ; Jake Long 

Taking a break in Cancun 

A common place for people to visit for vacation is Mexico. 
Freshman Brett Brinkley and his family went to Cancun, Mexico 
for a full week this past winter. The family technically went for a 
Dairy Queen convention, but the family also benefitted from this 
trip by finding time to relax in the sun. “We went to a lot of din- 
ners for the convention, but we also got to go scuba diving and 
relax at the beach,” said Brinkley. 


California , here we come! 

This past year, the Chorale took a trip to California to visit the 
cities of Los Angeles and San Diego. While they were there, the 
group had many activities that included going to Venice Beach. 
Hollywood, and San Diego Zoo. They also went to Universal 
Studios and Disneyland. “The best part of the trip was definitely 
Venice Beach,” said senior Valarie Scholte. “There was a lot of 
entertaining performers there, and it was laid back so we could 
just relax and enjoy ourselves.” 


Staying warm in the winter 

Each season has a break that allows students to have a chance 
to relax from school. Freshman David Higgins used his win- 
ter break to spend time down at Marco Island in Florida. Even 
though it was winter, the weather was still nice enough to go 
swimming and relax at a beach. “It was pretty cool to be able to 
visit my grandma over break,” said Higgins. “While I was there, 
I also met Brian Urlacher because he owns a house down in that 
general area.” 
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Art. tradition, culture 

Over spring break a select group 
of students had a chance to go 
to Costa Rica to experience the 
Costa Rican culture. "I was paint- 
ing an ox-cart wheel because it 
helped me to learn more about 
the culture." said sophomore 
Elizabeth Kras. 



Aloha 

Relaxing on a boat off the 
shores of Hawaii is sophomore 
Vickie Solivais. Solivais and her 
family visited her brother who 
was stationed there with the 
Marines. "I hadn't seen him for 
a while so it was a nice vacation 
and an opportunity to see my 
brother," said Solivais. 
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Rock lobster 

Holding a live lobster in her 
hands is senior Sara Mclnerney. 
Mclnerney often visits the Ow- 
czarzak's cabin with her family, 
and for dinner, the group decid- 
ed to cook lobster. "I was scared 
the first time, but I have gotten 
used to this tradition by now," 
said Mclnerney. 


Unexpected memories 

"I met some awesome people 
on the cruise. It was an unforget- 
table trip," said senior Rebecca 
Franker. Franker and her young- 
er sister Renee were dancing to 
entertain the guests for the din- 
ner after the waiter pulled them 
out of their seats. 
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Riding the waves 

Taking advantage of nice weath- 
er are seniors Jackie Lopez and 
Amanda Zaborowski. Zaborows- 
ki was taking Lopez on a ride on 
a jetski. "This was my first time 
riding [a jetski], so I was afraid 
at first," said Lopez. 



Jake Long 


California, here we come. 

Checking out the animals in 
the San Diego Zoo are seniors 
Matt Beck, Steven Kepchar, 
and Jimmy Burch. They went 
with Chorale to California to at- 
tend a convention. "California 
was amazing. We had a once 
in a lifetime opportunity," said 
Burch. 


Laying out 

One perk of vacationing is the 
chance to relax. Seniors Stepha- 
nie Negrete and Meghan Macak 
lay out on a deck in Panama City 
Beach, Florida. "[Going on vaca- 
tion] was a nice chance to get 
away for a break from the stress- 
fulness of school," said Negrete. 


What did you do for 
Spring Break? 


"I got to go back to my old home in 
Louisiana and see my dad and my baby 
brother and sister.” 



Mike Sims, 1 1 


"I, Jersey Shore, went with Iron Fox, 
Griswold, Gustav, Vogner, and I3ig Papi 
to the Wilderness and had the best week 
ever... by far.” 

Steven Kepchar, 1 2 
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”1 stayed at home and had a lot of base- 
ball practices. If I didn't stay I wouldn't 
be on the team.” 

Mike Lanfear, 1 2 
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Boy talk 

One of the things to look for- 
ward to at a school function is 
seeing friends. "Me and [junior] 
Eric Bean like to have man to 
man moments sometimes. They 
are full of interesting topics," 
said junior Brian Orzechowicz. 


AH drained out 

By the end of the night many 
students are found at tables, in 
chairs and even snuggled up on 
the couch to gain the energy 
they lost throughout the night. "I 
danced a lot and I got extremely 
tired. It felt amazing to just be 
able to sit back and relax," said 
sophomore Nicole Witzke. 



Amanda Zaborowski 
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Memories are forevermore 


Preparation at its greatest 

Walk the halls of Griffith High School during the beginning 
months of winter, and boys will be seen awaiting the words, 
“Would you like to go to Turnabout with me?” Students are sure 
to be seen at places such as Debbie’s in Whiting for a girl’s ideal 
dress, Dunhill on Indianapolis for shirts and ties, and even Tan 
& Tone on 45th Avenue in Highland to get a luminous glow for 
the big night. 

Behind the scenes 

There is a great deal of planning to put together an excep- 
tional Turnabout. For the Sophomore Class Council, which is 
sponsored by Rita Gray, physical education, and Luann Pramuk, 
social studies, it takes a lot of organization to come to an agree- 
ment on all the aspects of the dance. “The song choices and all 
the colors were the hardest for the council to agree on. It took a 
lot to decide, but we voted and came to our final decision after a 
lot of arguing,” said sophomore Michelle Lesniewski. 
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Each grade has their special reasons for going to Turnabout. 
Whether it’s a freshman’s first or a senior’s last, it all comes to- 
gether for memories to be created. “I had a lot of fun dancing at 
my first Turnabout. All in all, it turned out to be a good night,” 
said freshman Ashlyn Paris. After high school, there is no more 
dressing up and getting ready for a formal dance. It’s a moment 
of time to reminisce for later years to come. 

The after-hours 

What’s more fun than the plans made after Turnabout? For 
senior Tim Green, it was an entertaining night. “I went to IHOP 
with a bunch of people, and it was cool because I went with my 
friends,” said Green. Many students rented out limos and party 
buses not only for the ride to the dance but for a way of transpor- 
tation to any after-hour plans. Avalon Manor has many restau- 
rants in close proximity such as House of Kobe and Chili’s that 
students dined at this year. 






Dance with no fears 

"Turnabout was a great time 
for me. mostly because I get to 
dance with friends. When I am 
out there I just dance. I don't 
care who's around me," said 
sophomore Tiffany Burbridge. 


Take a breather 

Nonstop dancing is something 
students always do at Turnabout. 
"It gets really hot on the dance 
floor, and sometimes I just need 
to get some water and sit out for 
a song or two with my friends," 
said senior Devon Moseley. 
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More than a mouthful 

Eating after Turnabout is some- 
thing every student looks for- 
ward to after the dance. "It felt 
really good to eat because I 
was so hungry after busting my 
moves on the dance floor," said 
senior Angie Fisher. 
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Li mo fever 

All students know that the ride 
to the dance is the most excit- 
ing. It is a time to get muscles 
warmed up and hearts racing, 
"On the way to Turnabout we 
were all rocking out to "Party in 
the USA" by Miley Cyrus. It was 
entertaining to watch every- 
one dance!" said senior Jessica 
Breclaw. 

Young love 

"It is very special to spend Turn- 
about with my boyfriend [senior 
Kevin Bynum], It was really ex- 
citing," said sophomore Jordan 
Zarndt. Spending a night with 
that significant other is a cher- 
ished moment that students will 
remember for the rest of their 
lives. 
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Fist pumping 

On the ground dancing with a 
group of people, senior Shawn 
Siokos finds the beat. "I was 
dancing and fist pumping," said 
Siokos. Students formed a big 
circle in the middle of the dance 
floor to fist pump to a song. Fist 
pumping is a new type of danc- 
ing where you pump your fists 
in the air. 




Mandi Clark 


Moving to the beat 

Having a good time junior Sa- 
mantha Marker dances with 
her friends on the dance floor. 
"Not only do I enjoy dancing 
with my date, I also like danc- 
ing with my friends. It's stress- 
free because it doesn't matter 
how good or bad you dance," 
said Marker. 
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Prince and Princess 

After the crowning, sopho- 
mores Sarah Guistolisi and 
Robert Fleishman share a slow 
dance to "Time of My Life" by 
David Cook. "It felt really good 
to win and know that people 
know who I am," said Fleish- 
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Radar on Barry 


Surrounded by the crowd of 
students on the dance floor, 
sophomore Hanna Vrabely 
looks for senior Barry Baltrusis. 
"Turnabout is my favorite dance 
because I enjoyed dancing with 
Barry," said Vrabely. 
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After the dance 

Enjoying dinner after Turn- 
about, junior Nicky Nunez talks 
with her friends, "I liked going 
to dinner at Old Chicago after 
Turnabout because [junior] 
Dustin Holycross bought a 
cookie pie, and we all had a 
piece. It was delicious," said 
Nunez. 

Taking a break 

Standing with his friends, soph- 
omore Cole Felde takes a break 
from dancing. "Turnabout was 
a blast, I love dancing with all 
my friends," said Felde "Turn- 
about is my favorite dance to 
go to, I look forward to it every 
year." 


Turnabout Court 
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Dancing the night away 

On the dance floor senior Ka- 
tie Mitchell dances with her 
friends. "Even though the 
dance was fun, the best part 
this year was our party bus," 
said Mitchell. Mitchell hung out 
with all her friends on the party 
bus before and after the dance. 


Robert Fleishman & 
Brooke Brinkley 


Austin Foster & 
Melinda Burk 


Andrew O'Brien & 
Hanna Vrabely 


Donny Hoover & 
Sarah Guistclisi 


Garrett Litke V 
Taylor Steffan 
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Sharing a meat 

While sharing a smile at lunch, 
freshmen Katie Bridges and 
Austin Brown discuss how their 
day is going, "I get to see her 
beautiful face while eating my 
PB&J every day," said Brown. 

Family business 
Talking at lunch, Brett Brinkley 
asks his sisters, senior Kier and 
sophomore Brooke, a quick ques- 
tion. "I kind of like having them in 
the same school because when I 
need help with something I can 
ask them," said Brett. 




Seeing seeing double double 

Siblings are a good helping-hand through life whether they are 
younger or older, but having one your age definitely is an advan- 
tage. For twin seniors Courtney and Caitlyn Hayes, being a twin 
comes in handy for school. “It’s nice because if you don’t under- 
stand your homework you always have someone who does,” said 
Courtney. The Hayes sisters have a majority of the same classes, 
friends, and play the same sports. “Everyone knows that if you 
find one twin, the other one is not far behind," added Courtney. 

The Hurdish twins, Sarah and Laura, also help each other with 
their studies. “I help Sarah in some subjects that I’m better in, and 
she helps me with subjects I struggle in,” said Laura. 

That’s what friends are for 

When you have a best friend who sticks with you through 
thick and thin at GHS, things are much easier. In freshmen 
Brooke Pospychala and Julie Duvnjak’s case, they aren’t only 
best friends, but they are also neighbors. "We’ve been neighbors 
our whole lives and grew up together,” said Pospychala. “We 
are almost always together.” The inseparable two-some entered 
high school together and are still very close despite making new 
friends. 


Loving being in love 

Several students are currently dating or have a serious relation- 
ship. Senior Jeff Godlewski and sophomore Ariana Suarez have 
been dating since Suarez’s freshman year. “We met through a 
group of friends. I didn’t really know who he was, and he didn’t 
know me,” said Suarez. Since then, the couple has grown much 
closer. 

Another couple roaming the halls of GHS is freshman Sarah 
Galambos and sophomore Riley Henderson. You can usually spot 
the couple sharing a laugh at lunch or chatting at each others 
lockers. “On Homecoming night he asked me out, and we’ve 
been dating ever since,” said Galambos. 

Such devoted sisters 

Hundreds of relatives have come through GHS over the years. 
This year, like many others, the school is buzzing with broth- 
ers and sisters, but one set of sisters is set apart. There are three 
Mclnemey sisters: Sara, Samantha, and Cindy. Sara, a senior, 
Samantha, a junior, and Cindy, a freshman, all enjoy going to 
school, participating in sports, and home life together. “We hang 
out at home all the time, and Sara and I have some of the same 
friends,” said Samantha. Aside from going to school together, 
the sisters all play on the Griffith girls’ varsity soccer team. 
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He Said/He Said 

Kyle Terpstra, 1 2 

Brian Brilmyer, 1 2 
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Bringing home to school 

Junior Brian Orzechowicz vis- 
its his mom. Kay Orzechowicz. 
English, during the school day. 
"It's nice having her at school 
because if I ever need anything 
I can just go to her," said Brian. 


Hew leng have yeu been friends? 

" 1 st grade." "Since 1 st grade." 


Hew did ycu meet? 

"Uhhhhh, soccer." "We met at cub scouts" 


What is ycur mest memerable memory together? 

"Winning Sectionals "Going to Mexico 

together last year." together for spring 

break." 


De yeu think yeu will stay friends after high 

school? 

"Obviously." "Yes." 


Hallway romance 

To catch a break from the 
school day, seniors Ethan Ad- 
ams and Abigail Zarndt relax 
together in the hallway. "We 
see each other all the time in 
school; we are practically in- 
separable." said Zarndt. 


Just like brothers 

"We are so close, we fight like 
brothers," said junior Art Garcia 
as he and his cousins, juniors 
Richie Zakrezwski and David 
Gonzalez settle their differenc- 
es while messing around in the 
field house. 
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Giving a smile 

Rarely seen apart, juniors Lindsay 
and Michelle Sopetti even spend 
most of their time at school to- 
gether. "I always have someone 
to talk to and understand me. 
We are closer than friends could 
ever be," said Lindsay. 
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Which one works? 

On a Saturday in October, 
Senior Kalynn Ruiz goofs 
around with masks at Hal- 
loween USA. "There was 
this one mask there that re- 
ally creeped me out and I 
couldn't stop staring at it," 
said Ruiz. 



What is ycur favorite holiday movie? 


"I love The Nightmare Before Christ- 
mas because Jack is the man.” 

Cory Dunagan, 9 



” A Christmas Story\s my favorite 
holiday movie because it gets me 
in the holiday spirit, and it makes 
me appreciate things I have.” 
Adele Cox, 1 0 



"My favorite holiday movie is 
Home Atone because it s the best 
holiday movie I've ever seen." 
James Steinhubel, 1 1 
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” The Perfect Holiday is my favor 
ite moviei because it has a good 
story line and makes me laugh." 
Jasmine Uonapartee, 1 2 



Showing their pride 
On Cinco De Mayo, fresh- 
man Khristian Ayala and 
Krystal Mendoza were in 
Spanish class working on 
homework. "We were learn- 
ing about Cinco De Mayo 
and had a homework assign- 
ment on it," said Ayala. 


O' Christmas tree 

Getting into the Holiday spirit, 
senior Carissa Quintero is deco- 
rating the Christmas tree in Mrs. 
Collard's room. The Christmas 
tree was used for secret santa. 
"I like that Mrs.Collard had the 
tree in her room because it puts 
us students in the spirit and 
not very many teachers have a 
Christmas tree in their room," 
said Quintero. 


Making the holiday sweet 
While watching Moby Dick in 
Mrs.Vaclavik's class, juniors 
Samantha Marker and Cassie 
Christenson were grabing a 
cupcake to eat. "It was a nice 
change having a snack during 
a movie," said Christenson. 
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What a surprise! 

In yearbook, the Reflector staff 
had a Secret Santa Gift Exchange 
the day before Christmas break. 
Junior Dylan Etheridge received 
a hat from American Eagle. "Se- 
cret Santa is a great surprise and 
the suspense throughout the 
week kills me until the gift giver 
is revealed," said Etheridge. 


Such holiday spirit! 

The weekend before Easter Sun- 
day, senior Amanda Zaborowski 
dressed up as bunny for the 
Wadworth Bunny Breakfast. Za- 
borowski volunteered to be the 
bunny and take pictures with 
the children. "It makes me feel 
great inside knowing I make kids 
happy," said Zaborowski. 



Amanda Zaborowski 




{Diverse 
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Traditions of holidays 

Every culture, family, and student has a different way or tradi- 
tion of how they celebrate a holiday. Sophomore George Walker 
has a tradition with his family every Christmas. “Before open- 
ing presents, we go by the fireplace and eat cookies and other 
yummy foods on Christmas. I love all the delicious foods my 
family makes and I love Christmas because it’s a time of giving,” 
said Walker. 

Selling grams for the holiday season 

International Club was selling turkey grams for Thanksgiving 
and Mardi-grams for Mardi-gras. They raised around 200 dollars 
total. The money was used for activities and a field trip for Inter- 
national Club. Their field trip was May 15th and they went to a 
Thai Restaurant. “I really enjoyed the restaurant and I wouldn’t 
have picked anywhere else,” said sophomore Kelly Lannin. 


Holiday fiasco 

Everyone knows that at least one thing goes wrong around the 
holiday season. Freshmen Emily Kuzmanoff and Stephanie DiS- 
anto, had a fiasco on Christmas Eve two Christmases ago. They 
were stuck in a ditch for about five hours. “It really sucked and 
we were sad because we thought we would miss Santa,” said 
DiSanto. 

These are a few of my favorite things 

So many events happen on holidays. No one can remember ev- 
erything that happens. Usually people remember their favorite 
events that had happened. “My favorite is when I was ten. My 
family and I were drinking eggnog while watching Rudolf on 
T.V. when a van crashed into my garage and a lamp pole fell into 
my yard. “I was terrified. I wasn’t sure what it was. At least no 
one got hurt,” said junior Jamie Drummond. 



Love is in the air 

Student Council sold the Valen- 
tine-grams to raise money for Hai- 
ti. Emilee Trueblood, sophomore, 
recieved a gram from a friend. 
Trueblood was sitting in front of 
her locker enjoying her gram. "I 
was really excited when I got the 
gram because I never got one 
before.'said Trueblood. 
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Twenty-one get er done 

Holding up a sign for senior 
Shanlynn Bias, sophomore 
Brooke Brinkley superfans at 
Hobart High School for the 
girls' soccer team, "I went to 
this game because Hobart is a 
rival, and it was supposed to 
be a good game. When I super- 
fan I feel it helps get the team 
ready to play," said Brinkley. 


GHS spirit and pride 

At the girls' sectional swim 
meet, junior Matt Ficht super- 
fans with his swimming team- 
mates. "I enjoy superfanning 
because I like to cheer on my 
teammates so they can per- 
form the best they can," said 
Ficht. A few girls advanced to 
sectional finals the next day. 




Terpstra : My blue spandex null. 

Brilmyer: My silver and while spandex suit because II is skin tight. 
Orzechcwlcz : My green spandex suit. 

Terps tra: I meet up with all my 
friends and make sure everycne 
is superianing fcr the game. 

Brilmyer: My friends and I turn 
cn technc music and fist pump 
cn the way tc the game. 

Qr»echcipic» : I dress up, 
listen tc Icud music, and the 
superfans get together in the 
parking lot. 

(TT) \W!rM fhYrrrr 

Terpstra : Girls basketball is my 
favorite because if is indccr. 

Brilmy er: Girls basketball re- 
gicnal game because they were 
really gccd. I like superfanning beys scccer even theugh I was the 
only cne. 

Orzec hcwlcz: Beys basketball because there is a let cf acticn and it 
is fast paced. 

Terpstra : I like yelling mean things at the ether team. 

Bril myer : yelling mean stuff tc the ether team is the best part. 
Or zechcwlcz : I like yelling at the ether team and dressing up. 



Brian Brilmyer. 12 Kyle Terpstra. 12 Brian Orzechowici. 11 
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Put your hands up 

The student section is a popu- 
lar place at basketball games. 
Senior Rachel Cooper puts her 
hands in the air while a Griffith 
boy shoots a free throw. "I love 
dressing up and cheering. It 
makes me feel like part of the 
team," said Cooper. 



Ali Pietrucha 

Mr. Hastings 


Not only can students superfan, 
but teachers also can. Robert 
Hastings, social studies, super- 
fanned for a fellow teacher Jen- 
na Berzy, social studies, at the 
wheel chair basketball game. "I 
had a good time superfanning," 
said Hastings. "The kids in my 
class got really into it and made 
my shirt for me." 





Regional championship 

Anxiously watching the clock 
tick down, senior Jackson Buzea 
cheers on the girls basketball 
team to a regional champion- 
ship. "It was an exciting game 
to superfan because it was a big 
game for the girls. They made 
history," said Buzea. 
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page by. Samantha Mclnerney and Kristi Buxton 


Sport traditions 

Every sport has different traditions that the whole team partici- 
pates in every year. Football has the most traditions of all sports. 
Every Wednesday and Thursday is the same for the football team. 
Wednesday they have pasta night. Thursday, they go to Bridge’s 
Scoreboard, then go to the football field and talk about the next 
game. Finally, they go to the graveyard and break it down at the 
wishbone tree. “These traditions are important to maintain, so we 
can hand them down to the upcoming team,” said senior Nick 
Gallina. 

“I like going to Bridge’s because I like being with the team,” 
said freshman Brett Brinkley. 

Other teams don’t have that many traditions. Baseball only 
has one tradition. “The pitchers get to pick what we wear to the 
games,” said sophomore Garrett Litke. 

The wrestlers have a few traditions. The team goes out to Buffa- 
lo Wild Wings after the tournaments. “We always eat [senior] Ve- 
ronica Smith’s snicker doodle cookies,” said junior Collin Slagle. 

Football traditions 

Pasta night has been a tradition 
for the football team for over 
30 years. Every Wednesday the 
team gets together and eats pas- 
ta and sweets. "We were feeding 
senior Steven Kepchar because 
he needs food to lead the team." 
said senior Kevin Bynum. 


Supporting the team 

Superfanning is something that has become more popular through- 
out the years. Students dress up and wear costumes to the sporting 
events to get the players pumped up. “We chant, act stupid, and yell 
at the referees. It is all part of superfanning,” said freshman Jesse 
Smith, who was always a part of the action at the basketball games. 

“Football is my favorite sport to superfan because it is so exciting,” 
said junior Megan Wilbert who hasn’t missed a game all season. 
Since football is outside, some students painted their stomachs or 
they wore football shirts. “I made my own superfan shirt that I deco- 
rated for the football players,” said Wilbert. 

“My favorite game to superfan was the girls' basketball semi-state 
because it was so wild!” said junior Tyrell Tinnin. 

This year’s superfans made and sold shirts for the basketball games. 
Senior Brian Little started a Facebook group to support the student 
section at basketball games. On the page. Little posted where and 
when the games were and what the superfans were to wear. “I started 
the Facebook group to get people to go to the games,” said Little. 
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Champions 

The 2010 Pantherpalooza talent show featured twelve acts but 
could only award one as the best. This year’s champions were 
seniors Michelle Velez and Jimmy Burch singing “Need You 
Now” by Lady Antebellum. “When they called Michelle’s name 
for second place, I thought they were going to call my name too. 
When they didn’t call my name, I didn’t know what was going to 
happen,” said Burch. Second place was awarded to Velez singing 
“Cowboy Casanova” by Carrie Underwood, and junior Dontrell 
Kelly took third singing “Who is the one?” by our own Eddie 
Covarrubias, music. 

Coffee night 

There’s more than just coffee brewing at Coffee Night. This 
night, held once this year, allows students to perform music in a 
relaxing environment. Coffee Night usually consists of ten to fif- 
teen acts and is about three hours long. “There is no stress when 
you perform at Coffee Night, because you are not competing with 
anyone, or being judged,” said freshman Ciarra Kroslack. 


Practice makes perfect 

Whether students are performing for Coffee Night, or the Pan- 
therpalooza talent show, practice is always best to ensure that 
their acts are perfect. Practicing for something is not always fun 
though; it takes commitment. “It takes a lot of commitment to 
perform in the show,” said sophomore Brittany Green, “It’s im- 
portant to get your song together, and make sure you know all the 
words to your song” 

The talent behind the show 

For many years now the Student Council has hosted the Panther- 
palooza talent show held in the GHS auditorium. Everyone has 
seen the talent that the students have at this school, but what the 
audience hasn’t seen is the talent of the people behind the show. 
The Student Council is in charge of everything that goes on in the 
talent show, from picking the performers to positioning micro- 
phones on stage. “We [Student Council] bring a lot of students 
together by putting on the talent show, and you really learn to 
respect everyone that performs,” said sophomore Sarah Clark. 




Rockin' out 

In the auditorium at the Pan- 
therpalooza talent show, sopho- 
more Jimmy Gaydos and senior 
Nick Gaydos perform the "Pow- 
er Rangers Theme Song" and 
"Wipeout." "I wasn't nervous 
about performing at the show, 
because we practiced our act a 
lot," said Nick. 



Show off your skills! 

Playing at the 2010 Panther- 
palooza talent show, junior Mar- 
tin Bowman performs a guitar 
solo he arranged himself. "This 
was my third year performing in 
the show, so I wasn't really ner- 
vous at all," said Bowman. 
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Mandi Clark 


/ wanna rock n' roll all nigh t 

For the first time ever, sopho- 
mores Joel Kepchar and Donny 
Hoover performed "Stacy's 
Mom" at the talent show with 
their band Ez Pz LeMMoN 
sQuEE-z. "At first, we just got 
together to play for the talent 
show, but now we play as an ac- 
tual band," said Kepchar. 

Putting on a show 

Performing at the talent show, 
junior Alyssa Lanting and sopho- 
more Amanda Falcon twirl their 
flags for colorguard. "The talent 
show was definitely a lot easier 
than performing at games, be- 
cause we didn't have to move 
around as much," said Lanting. 



Mandi Clark 



Match the pecple tc what they per- 
formed during the Talent Shew cr 
Coffee Night. 

A. Mexican Folklore Dance: 
"Jarabe Tapito" 


Clarence Young, 1 1 




j3. Vocal Solo: 
"Who is the one? 1 " 


Sarah Velasquez, 9 



Dontrell Kelly, 1 1 


A 


Karis White, 9 



Joe Zuniga, 1 1 


Sing your heart out! 

Coming back to the talent show 
after wininng first last year, se- 
nior Michelle Velez sings "Cow- 
boy Casanova" by Carrie Un- 
derwood." "I really didn't care 
about winning, as long as I was 
having fun," said Velez. She also 
performed "Lucky" with senior 
Jimmy Burch, and "You Belong 
With Me" at coffee night. 


C. Vocal and Guitar solo: 
'■Right Where You Want Me" 


D. Vocal solo-. 
"Lonely Day" 


E. Vocal solo-. 
"Officially Miss You" 
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Hanging around 

Hanging out at Central Park, 
sophomores Justin Pernick 
and Danny Gross hang around 
on the playground. "My friends 
and I just like hanging out and 
doing whatever," said Pernick. 


After the bell rings at 2:55 ... 



“I gc and hang cut with 
my ccusin.” 

-Ashley Dcdscn, 12 


“I have tc gc tc tennis 
practices and games 
normally. ” 

-Denny Hccuer. 10 

“I gc heme fer a little 
bit. then I have scccer 
practice.” 

-Caitlin Brcwn, 9 




“I gc heme right away, 
get feed, and play vid- 
eos games.” 

-Matt Ficht, 1 1 
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Fall Break 

Here at GHS, it seems that school starts about a week earlier 
than all of the other schools in our area. As a reward for starting 
so early, Griffith High School gets a full week off in October for 
fall break. Everyone spends their fall break a little differently. 
Whether it’s hanging out with your friends, spending time with 
family, or doing a little of both, a week off of school is bound 
to be relaxing and well spent. Many students stay home for fall 
break, but others have big adventures. “I went snorkeling in the 
Grand Turk while I was on the Liberty cruise ship,” said sopho- 
more Jenny Lanfear. 

Loving the outdoor life 

Some kids at GHS relax and lay back for their two days of 
break, but others go out and spend time with friends. One thing to 
do over the weekend is to have a bonfire. Students go to friends’ 
houses to roast some marshmallows and chill around a fire. Bon- 
fires are great for the winter time of the year, because it is nice to 
warm up next to the fire. “Whenever I have a fire, we just mess 
around and talk,” said junior Chris Cumow. 


Party time 

For many of the students at GHS, Friday and Saturday nights are 
a great time to get together with friends and have a party. Many 
students plan parties after Friday night football games. Some oth- 
ers start their parties early and hang out all night. At high school 
parties, there is always something to do. In the warm months, 
students enjoy swimming parties, and when it gets colder, parties 
consist of hanging out with friends inside and staying warm. Par- 
ties are also a great way to meet new people. “I have parties with 
everyone and their brothers,” said senior Emily Million. 
Finding ways to keep busy 

The life of a normal student at GHS is very busy. School takes 
up half the day from Monday through Friday, and after school 
sports have practices, Friday nights during football season are 
spent at the boneyard, and many different sports games take place 
during the week. With the time students have left of their day, 
many of them have part-time jobs to help support themselves. “I 
like working at Subway because I have friends that work there," 
said junior Samantha Mclnerney. 
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Getting some sun 

Enjoying a day at the beach, 
junior Maggie Butkus jumps off 
a cliff. "I love having adrenaline 
pumping through my veins. Ex- 
periencing new things makes 
me happy," said Butkus. 



Amanda Zaborowski 


Eat it up 

Since sophomore Tyler Yost 
needed help, junior Jack Blount 
feeds him a bite of his food. "I 
saw my boy Yost having some 
trouble eating his food, so I 
thought I would help him out," 
said Blount. 



Rachel Garastik 


Lights Out 

Keeping cozy around a bon- 
fire, sophomores Catena Root, 
Kelsey Bonewits, and Tori Lou- 
viere enjoy the night at sopho- 
more Stephanie Brandner 
house. "We were over at Brand- 
ner's house for her birthday, 
and we decided to have a fire," 
said Root. 


Rockband 

Playing Rock Band with her 
friends is junior Katelyn Barta. "I 
like playing Rock Band because 
it brings out my inner rockstar," 
said Barta. The game consists 
of two people playing guitar, 
one playing the drums, and one 
singing. "My favorite part is the 
drums because I'm good at it," 
said Barta. 








Bustin' a move 

Dancing together are juniors 
Dontrell Kelly and Regina Hope. 
"I danced the entire night at 
prom. After I was dancing with 
him [Kelly], my legs hurt so bad 
I nearly tripped when I walked 
away." said Hope. 


Break a sweat 

To show off his dancing moves, 
junior Brian Orzechowicz danc- 
es to Oh My Gosh by Usher. "I 
was sweating real bad, so I put 
on a bandana I had. It helped 
keep it out of my face," said 
Orzechowicz. 




Kristen Pospychala 
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Making preparations 

Many students at Griffith High School feel that Prom is the ma- 
jor production the school puts together. The 2010 Prom was held 
on May 7 at the Halls of Saint George at 7:00P.M. -12:00A.M. 
Hair appointments were scheduled late, accessories were bought 
last minute and even the DJ was missing the theme song; On a 
Night Like This. Collecting money for limos, cabins, and even 
ordering flower bouquets are all a part of getting ready for the 
dance. “I had to get my hair done really early, which made me 
sit at home for a long time. I waited too long to do my make-up 
so Matt [Plawecki] was at my house before I was finished get- 
ting dressed. We were pretty late for pictures,” said sophomore 
Taylor Steffan. 


Kaitlyn Sudac 

Welcoming the Royal Court 

Announcing the prom king and queen. ..it’s juniors Jeremy 
Starks and Samantha Mclnerney. It’s a great honor to become 
a part of prom court but to win it means a lot more to these 
individuals. “It’s pretty exciting [to win], because it shows 1 
have a lot of friends in my grade and people from other class- 
es,” said Starks. 

Along with the king of the night, the prom queen has her own 
personal opinion. “When 1 won prom queen I thought of Mean 
Girls and when she broke the crown in little pieces for every- 
one. I probably would have done it but it wasn’t my crown to 
keep,” said Mclnerney. 


Pictures , eating, and dancing 

Walking through the doors to Halls of Saint George can be over- 
whelming. With all the decorations, poofy dresses, music, and cam- 
era flashes, it’s no wonder why prom is a favorite among Griffith 
High School students. “My favorite part of the night was the food. 
That fried chicken was so good. It was way better than the mashed 
potatoes and salad,” said freshman Cassy Taylor, “but I would have 
to say the funniest part of the night for me was when me and Prin- 
cess [Kristyn Cannon] and I were dancing with Barry [Baltrusis].” 


Continuing the fun 

What’s the best part about prom? Afterwards, of course. This 
year many prom groups decided to rent cabins in Monticello, 
Indiana and Wisconsin Dells. For others, after-prom plans are a 
little more casual and close to home. “I went to Round the Clock 
on Route 30 with some people in my group. Some of them were 
really getting annoying because they wouldn't stop throwing 
things across the restaurant,” said senior Olivia Kalis. 
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Amanda Zaborowski 


Manicure heaven 

"I always have such a hard time 
understanding the people who 
do my nails. Their accents are 
so hard to follow, but I love get- 
ting my nails done instead of 
doing them myself," said senior 
Amber Crook. Crook got her 
nails done at Diamond Nails 
next to Albert's on Main Street. 


Line dancing Joe 

Trading in high heels for flip 
flops, senior Angelina Ojeda 
gets ready for Cotton Eye Joe. 
"After line dancing my friends 
and I raced to get a ton of wa- 
ter. I was so thirsty," said Ojeda. 



Step back! 

Stealing the spotlight for a few 
minutes is all that senior Jacob 
Anderson needed to get some 
space for dancing. "I had a re- 
ally good time at prom, but 
after I did a spin I got pretty 
dizzy. After that happened, I 
started to dance with my date, 
[senior] Rebecca Franker," said 
Anderson. 


Ride the train 

Just like every year. Come On 
Ride the Train by Jock Jams 
plays and a large majority of 
students participate in riding 
the train throughout the Halls 
of St. George. Senior Ryan Mc- 
Coy and junior Kyle Jursic join 
in on the train riding tradition. 







Prom king and queen 

This years prom king and queen 
were juniors Samantha Mclner- 
ney and Jeremy Starks. "It had 
already been an enjoyable eve- 
ning, but was even more mem- 
orable after winning king and 
dancing with Sam," said Starks. 


Holding on for dear life 
The day after prom, senior Car- 
risa Quintero fears for her life as 
senior Nick Biancardi drove a 
boat wildly around Lake Shafer. 
"I had the best time of my life on 
the boat, even though I almost 
landed in below freezing water," 
said Quintero. 


Kristen Pospychala 
Lasting memories 
Posing for a picture, senior Dan 
Rodriguez snaps a photo of him- 
self and friend senior Justin Phil- 
lips to remember his last dance. 
"I couldn't believe it was my last. 
It was sad, but I still had a good 
time," said Rodriguez. 


Apples to Apples 

"We played cards for four hours 
and everyone was trying to ar- 
gue to win. It was hilarious," said 
senior Shanlynn Bias. The group 
went to Lawrence Lake in Michi- 
gan. "We didn't have anything 
else to do really." 


Jake Lor 


Sara Mclnerney 
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Samantha Mdnerney & 
Calvin Bonewits 


Brittany Sanders & 
Cody Modgelin 


Megan Wilbert & 
Jeremy Starks 


Taylor Reitz &. 
Dontrell Kelly 


Brooke Trueblood & 
Brian Orzechowicz 


Dancing all night 

After dinner, senior Elizabeth 
Roman danced the night away 
with her date, senior Dion Stam- 
mis. "At first, I though prom was 
going to be lame, but surpris- 
ingly I had an awesome time," 
said Roman. 


Kristen Pospychala 


Walk it out 

A group of people formed 
around junior Kevin Graham as 
he danced, "I had dance fever so 
I formed a circle around me to 
show up my skills," said Graham. 
He even got an encore and the 
crowd was clapping. 


Relaxing and fishing 

'I had a great time trying to fish. 
I was really mad that I didn't 
catch one," said senior Jake 
Evanich. Evanich s group went 
to a friend's lake house. "We 
had a great time even though 
the weather wasn't great." said 
Evanich. 



are curt of here! 


The long journey 

Thirteen years of school (fourteen if you count preschool!) has 
come to an end. It seems just like yesterday that the seniors were 
in sixth grade doing the banquets, getting ready to enter a strange 
world of no recess, lockers and not cubbies, and having over five 
teachers a day. But now, the primary education of elementary, mid- 
dle, and high school has ended. On June 6, 2010 at 2 o’clock in 
the main gym, the class of 2010 moved their tassels from right to 
left to symbolize the transition from candidate to graduate. “High 
school has gone by really fast. It seems like yesterday I didn’t want 
to go to biology, and now I’m a senior and graduating,’’ said senior 
David Rutherford. 

Our experiences 

This year’s senior class has seen a lot of changes throughout their 
course of high school. They came in with the current principal, 
Bonnie Manuel, and have seen four different vice principals. They 
also saw their hoodies and the half days taken away. The pay-off 
from finishing ISTEPs sophomore year was greeted with having to 
come to school anyway junior and senior year, instead of sleeping 
in while the freshmen and sophomores took the test. 

Multiple sports teams came out victorious in seasons, and some 
didn’t do as well as they hoped. From the 2009-2010 girls’ basket- 
ball team making it to the Final Four to the excitement of the foot- 
ball team possibly making it to state in 2006-2007, 2010 has had 
extraordinary moments. "My junior year of soccer is something 
I’ll take with me from high school because of our sectional win. 
That night will always stand out as the highlight of my life,” said 
senior Ryan Voges. “ The happiness that I felt and got to share with 
the team I loved will never be matched or forgotten.” 


page by Raquel Mazur 

How we've changed 

Throughout the course of high school, changes occur in ev- 
eryone. People change physically and mentally. They grow apart 
from friends, make new ones, change their fashion styles, their 
hair color and cuts, and they ditch the appearance of adolescence. 
High school is a time where they find out who they are, and 
who they aspire to be as people. They make mistakes, and learn 
from them, which makes them wiser. “I’ve made friends I never 
thought I would be friends with,” said senior Amber Cornett. 
“(Senior) Jeremy Dalton is really quiet and is the exact opposite 
of me. I never imagined we’d become good friends.” 


This is just the beginning 

Although high school has come to an end, the seniors’ lives are 
just beginning. After school, there is college, jobs, careers, fami- 
lies, and so many more experiences to be had. By the end of the 
school year, most of the seniors are eager yet reluctant to leave. 
They see this as the end of carefree times, but this is just the be- 
ginning. Some choose to further their education, while others are 
join various branches of the U.S. military. Either way, money can 
sometimes be an issue. 

Some students, in order to help off set the cost of college, ap- 
plied and won scholarships. Senior Jake Long won the Lily schol- 
arship, which gives him a full ride to any Indiana School. Senior 
Kim Russell has her full ride to Indiana University Northwest, 
along with $1000 from the National Association of Letter Car- 
riers. “It think it’s pretty awesome that I got the scholarships,” 
said Russell. “My parents are ecstatic and very proud of me, too.” 
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Class seng: “Line Like We're Dying" by Kris Allen 

yeah. getti r start treking at the hand efthe time we've been given here. 
This Is all tee get and tee getta start thlnkln ’ It. Every seccnd counts cn 
a deck that's tickin'. Getta live like we're dying! We enly get S6.400 
seconds In a day te turn U all a round er threw It all away. We getta tell 
'em that we love 'em while we get the chance te say. 

Getta live like we're dying! 


Class incite: “I’m cn a beat!” 

(Vein iciig “I'm ch a beat” by the l.cnely Inland feat. T-Pain 
(“I get my sirim trunk*, and my flippy-flcppic*!”) 

Class flcicer: Lily 

(Represent*: Ma|e*ty, wealth, pride, innccence. and purity.) 



Hurry up. we’ re anxious! 

As the senior class waited tor 
all the speeches to conclude, 
feelings of anticipation to walk 
across the stage could be felt. 
As each senior walked up. 
across, and down the stage 
with their diploma case, each 
one beamed a brilliant smile for 
their parents, brothers, sisters, 
or grandparents. 

Here's to you. Big Bro 

Having stopped the entire ceremo- 
ny and drawing students and spec- 
tators to their feet, senior Shawn 
Siokos proudly walks away from 
the stage. As he went up the stairs, 
Siokos caught his foot under the 
step and fell-hard. Siokos did this 
just as his brother, Steve, had done 
three years ago at his graduation. 
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Lucky number seven! 

Enjoying cake at the Top Ten dinner 
held on Sunday, April 25, 2010, se- 
nior Zach Kisfalusi laughs with his 
family and Kristina Collard. "Mrs. 
Collard has influenced me to be 
interested in journalism,” said Kis- 
falusi. "I gained a passion for writing 
that I didn't have before, and she's 
someone I can go to for anything. " 
Kisfalusi will be attending North- 
western University to double major 
in geology and journalism. 


Maggie Butkus 

Give up the cap and gown! Or else! 

Right after the ceremony, all se- 
niors had to return their caps and 
gowns because this was the first 
year they were rented. If not re- 
turned, those seniors didn't get 
their diplomas until they paid 
back over $200. Luckily, senior 
Rachel Dennison was on top of 
this and immediately received 
her diploma after the ceremony. 


Maggie Butkus 


Preparing for the big day 

During B lunch, senior Erica 
Edwards sneaks in to grab her 
cap and gown before heading 
to her fifth hour Spanish class. 
“I am very excited to graduate 
because I've been here for four 
years. I'm ready to get on with 
my life and get out of these hall- 
ways,” said Edwards. 


Raquel Mazur 


Number One 

On June 6, 2010, senior Jane 
Hurdish was no longer consid- 
ered a senior. Hurdish, who was 
the valedictorian, gave a speech 
which included specific details 
about the band becoming part 
of her family, and the lack of sup- 
port from the administration for 
the arts programs. 


Maggie Butkus 






We are best dressed 

For the senior superlatives, se- 
niors Justin Phillips and Sara 
Winiecki won the award of best 
dressed. "I was high-fiving Sara 
after we won best dressed. Also, 
I must say we were looking re- 
ally ridiculously good that night," 
said senior Justin Phillips. 


Making memories 

While eating hot dogs, chips, 
cookies, and pop, senior Daniel- 
la Alvarez talks with her friends 
about college plans. "The best 
part of senior year was know- 
ing that I get to leave and go to 
Ball State after I graduate," said 
Alvarez. 



Raquel Mazur 





Chillin' on the lawn 
On May 26th at 11:00 am, the 
seniors had their last group activity 
which was the senior cookout. "The 
best part of the senior cookout was 
being outside with my friends and 
talking about what we were going 
to do after we graduate. Although 
I'll miss seeing them everyday. I'm 
ready to graduate and start my life," 
said senior Trisha Keown. 


Raquel Mazur 
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Banquet at Sanfratellos 

Sitting at the banquet, seniors 
Kristen Gulley, Amber Crook, and 
Taylor Long enjoy one of the last 
times together as a group. "I'm ex- 
cited to graduate because I can't 
wait to be done with high school, 
but I will probably miss some of 
the people that I won't see as 
much anymore," said Crook. 


Raquel Mazur 

Chowin' down at the picnic 

After they ate at the cookout, se- 
niors Stephen Greenwood and 
Josh Sanders played a game of 
bags. "The food was delicious 
and it was cool to get out of my 
classes for the day. I enjoyed 
playing bags, it was really funny 
to watch how bad everyone 
was," said Greenwood. 
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Hands on experience 

Sometimes, subjects can't be taught in the classroom completely. In order to maximize their education, students go on field trips at Griffith. Whether 
a student goes on one or many, field trips are great experiences that offer a chance for an alternative to learning in a sit-down setting. Students can take 
field trips to meet with professionals in a certain field of study. Also, many clubs go on field trips to support their cause. 

"We went to Purdue Calumet for a field trip," said senior Jake Anderson. "We went on a tour of some of the buildings. We also listened to a lecture 
about the Canterbury Tales. The lecturer made it easier to understand what was going on because it has a confusing plot." 

Other people go on field trips to fully appreciate a time period that they can't visit. Shakespearian plays are common sites for field trips because of the 
rich time period, and the great writing talent that William Shakespeare possessed. 

"I love going to see plays for field trips," said senior Carissa Quintero. "Plays let me see a performance in a different style than just reading pages from 
a book does. It's also nice to take a break from classes for a day too because I have a hard schedule. I can relax while learning at the same time, which 
is awesome." 

Field trips allow a different kind of experience that allows a student to fully utilize his or her mind and abilities to the best effectiveness. Certain field 
trips, like going to Burger King for health class, allow a student to see what is taught in the classroom to be seen in a real life. Other field trips, like going 
to Purdue to watch their glee club's Christmas performance, allow singers to see a higher level of talent and ability. 


What's the scoop? 

For some students at GHS, in- 
terviewing, taking pictures, and 
putting pages together is an ap- 
pealing job. Junior Jeremy Starks 
is a page designer for Griffith's 
newspaper publication: Panther 
Press. Every two weeks, a new is- 
sue of the Panther Press is distrib- 
uted to students who purchase a 
subscription. 

"Newspaper is a great class. I'm 
able to get valuable experience 
with design and writing while I'm 
with friends and enjoying myself," 
said Starks. "I especially enjoy writ- 
ing my column [Jeremy's Jibba 
Jabba] because I love to state my 
opinion on all kinds of subjects." 


Keeping it all together 

Planning is essential in order 
for clubs to function and achieve 
their purpose. For Griffith s sopho- 
more class council, planning for 
Turnabout begins as early as Oc- 
tober. Sophomore Aisha Darrough 
enjoys writing all of the ideas that 
the council comes up with on the 
board. 

"For Turnabout, we plan just 
about everything," said Darrough. 
"We're in charge of picking the 
theme, song, and colors of the 
dance. We also help to make sure 
the dance runs smoothly. Overall, 
we try to make sure that this is the 
best Turnabout that Griffith has 
ever had." 


Broadening horizons 

A curiosity to explore and learn 
about other countries would 
draw a student at Griffith to join 
International Club. With trips to 
Europe and other places around 
the world, the group needs a lot 
of funds to be able to operate and 
enjoy their experiences. Sopho- 
more Stacie Hansen has enjoyed 
being a part of this club. 

"I didn't join International Club 
last year, and it looked interesting 
so I joined," said Hansen. "We sold 
Thanksgiving Grams to help lower 
the cost of field trips. I really want 
to go on those field trips if the cost 
is not too high, but hopefully our 
fundraising will help." 


Artistic photography 

For some people at GHS, clubs 
can be used to tap into a student's 
potential for greatness. Griffith s 
Art Club is a perfect example of 
this type of club. This club is re- 
sponsible for many murals and 
drawings of panthers that are 
seen around the school. 

"Art Club is a good time for me 
to develop my photographs," said 
junior Ray Alvarez. "I love taking 
pictures and developing them. It's 
a good experience and I believe 
that everyone can appreciate pho- 
tographic art in some way, shape, 
or form. The time during art club 
is a perfect chance for me to do a 
hobby that I enjoy doing." 



Jake Long Jake Long Kelly Lannin Jake Long 






Smiles all around 

With smiles on their faces, ju- 
nior Kylee Ulm and senior Mad- 
die Goodman watch as senior 
Quin Barwick gets lifted in the 
air for a scene in the musical 
The Wedding Singer. "This 
scene was really funny because 
Quin was almost dropped," said 
Goodman. 


Finding their rhythm 

Playing the clarinet for the win- 
ter concert in the auditorium is 
senior Kylee Loudenber. "There 
was such a large audience at 
this performance, but we all 
did really well," said Loudenber. 
This performance took place in 
early March. 


We want an encore 

"The bar mitzvah scene was 
a common favorite. I en- 
joyed dancing and singing to 
this scene," said junior Chris 
Melton. The Wedding Singer 
was held in the auditorium 
April 16th, 17th, and 18th, and 
sold over 800 tickets. 







Sing your heart out 

Practice makes perfect, and 
with chorale that's exactly 
what they strive for. "We're al- 
ways practicing especially right 
before a performance because 
we want to be the best," said 
senior Stephanie Negrete. 

Lights, camera, action 

Dancing together as a homo- 
sexual couple in the school 
play The Wedding Singer' are 
juniors Jeremy Starks and Clar- 
ence Young. "I really enjoyed 
my part in the play. I love mak- 
ing people laugh," said Young. 
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—> reePNtonoN Days, weeks, even months before a performance can 
be quite hectic for anyone involved. For chorale and band, they have a class 
period during the school day set aside to practice everyday for performances, 
but drama club doesn’t have that advantage. Drama club must come after 
school from three to ten o’clock at night to practice for upcoming performanc- 
es. Preparations for chorale and drama are almost the same, they both have 
vocal practices and dress rehearsals, but with drama, rehearsing lines are very 
important. Band, on the other hand, doesn't use their voices in a performance. 
Their preparations include: breaking off into sections that play the same in- 
strument and run through the same songs over and over until they reached 
perfection. 




Time to shine 

While in the spotlight, senior 
Chrissy Leslie, who played Julia 
Sullivan, shows off her dancing 
moves. "This was one of my fa- 
vorite dances in the play. It was 
to the song 'Today you are a 
man.' We all had a good time." 
said Leslie. 

Practice. practice. practice 
Rehearsing her dance for the 
upcoming production The Wed- 
ding Singer, junior Kylee Ulm 
perfects her moves with her 
fellow cast members. "Rehears- 
als were always a good time; 
the whole cast became really 
close," said Ulm. 


-» PR€-P€RfORMW1« JITTERS Nerves can sometimes get the best of 
students when it comes to a big performance in front of hundreds of people. 
“When I get nervous before a performance I breathe and think about what I 
am singing. I also look at Mr. C [Eddie Covarrubias], for reassurance,” said 
junior Jasmine Mata. 

For some fortunate others, a performance is nothing new to them. “I never 
get nervous. Performances come naturally and I’m just a very confident per- 
son,” said senior Alexis Mata about chorale and drama. 


) /4f“T£R PPiRTY Everyone awaits the big day of a performance, but when 
everything is done and over with it’s time to reward all the hard work put into 
it. A cast party or “after party” is a great way to show appreciation towards 
everyone involved in making a performance go smoothly. “I love cast parties 
because it’s a great way to bond with everyone,” said junior Chrissy Colgrove. 



Amanda Zaborowski 
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Just like Beethoven 

Performing is one of many things 
that senior Jose Cisneros does. 
He sings in the chorale and plays 
the piano for school and compe- 
titions. "Playing the piano is what 
I do best, said Cisneros. 

Right, left, right.... 

"The hardest thing in band is 
having to have good endur- 
ance," said sophomore Mike 
Kent. Having good endurance is 
one of the many difficult tasks, 
such as staying in step and pro- 
jecting as much sound as pos- 
sible for the audience to hear. 


Harmonize 

"Choir is hard work in order to 
get ready for the performance," 
sophomore Joel Kepchar said. 
Getting ready for a performance 
consists of memorizing songs 
and breathing techniques. Learn- 
ing choreography on and off the 
risers is another challenge. 


G€TTING ORGN1IZ® BePORe YOU P£R- 
rdrm oh <rr&G€ cm Be Heaic. HeRe rc 

& CH€CKLIYF PUT TOG€TH€R BY P€OPI_e 
THfVT PeRRDRM Ni TH€ TING! 


“Ih ORDPR TO PPRPORM I M€PD TO HMJP 
h GOOD JOK€ OR HM* TOMPOMP 
WHO IT PUMMY TO KPPP MP HhPPY MID 
CH€€RHJL fOR THP PPRPORMMfCP." 
TMD CIARITTR HRRDY. 1 0. 


Ilf ORDPR TO PPRPORM HIT BPTT, 6RIC 
TM1DPRT, 1 2 TMD, THRT HP MPPDT TO 
HMP h CLPhR MIMD TO DO HIT D€TT RT 
WHRT HP DOPT. 


A POSTING dTTITUDe IS OM€ OP PMITY 
THIPIGS THdT TRISHA ITGOWM.12 CHO- 
RMP H€€DS in ordgr to simg hgr 

BCST. 


TO PPRPORM HPR BPTT TPMIOR KYLPP 
LOUDPMBPR MPPDT TO HMJp TPIP COM- 
PIDPMCP MID TO MTO BP THIMKIMG 
RBOUT PRTT RJMITY MOMPMTT. 


“MOT BPIMG MRND MID GOIMG WITH 
THP PLOW" IT HOW JIMMY BURCH, 1 2 
GPTT THROUGH HIT PPRPORMMfCP. HP 
MTO UKPT TO TRY TOMPTHIMG MPW 
MID HNJP h GOOD T1MP. 






Kelly Lannin 

Play it fortissimo 


Playing in band for the winter con- 
cert junior Megan McVicker plays 
a flute solo. This is one of many so- 
los she has played. She has gotten 
use to playing solos. "Solos are not 
hard for me to do anymore. The 
only hard part is having to play by 
yourself," said McVicker. 



Sing it loud, sing it proud 

Singing in the chorale is hard 
work. One thing that many stu- 
dents look forward to is going 
on their trip to another state. 
This year, they are going to Cali- 
fornia. "I am really excited to go 
have a good time in California 
and hang out with everyone 
that is in chorale," said senior 
Valarie Scholte. 

Pushing on through 

This year is the hardest year 
yet for the GHS color guard. 
They had a harder routine and 
moves. They also added riffles 
for those who have been on the 
team longest. "Having all these 
new additions, I pushed myself 
even further then before, and I 
got many bruises, but it was a 
great outcome in the end." said 
junior Imani Ross. 
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K€LLY JOPIfS, 1 1 


W€ PRINT INFORMATION 
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NOTfS PROM SCHOOL’ 
JfRfMY DALTON, 1 2 


Blast off! 

Filling up their water-propelled 
rockets, junior Ray Alverez and se- 
nior Jeremy Dalton hope to place 
for their science olympiad event. 
"I was mad when our rocket came 
in fourth place," said Alverez. "We 
were one place off from getting 
medals and points for our team." 

Brother-sister team 

Working with her brother, senior 
Jill Fitzgerald accepted the first 
place award for the Buying and 
Merchandising catagory at the 
DECA regionals at Munster High 
School. "It was exciting to come in 
first place for our last year working 
as a team," said Jill Fitzgerald. 


Maggie Butkus 





Dance the night away! 

In January, the thespians did 
the official drama line dance 
at state for competition. They 
had a formal dinner and then 
went to the gym and had a 
party. "The party was disap- 
pointing, but I still had an awe- 
some time," said senior Maddy 
Goodman. 


Be precise 

At Jackson Field in South Bend, 
IN, the band and color guard 
perform for competition in Octo- 
ber. The band won gold and an 
auxiliary award for color guard 
visual. "Over exaggerating the 
moves is very important," said 
senior Jasmine Freeman. The 
band would discussed the posi- 
tives and negatives of perfor- 
mance after the competition. 

photo provided 


photo provided 



On your mark, get set. go! 

Inside of the Ivy Tech Institution, 
sophomores Joel Kepchar and Ted 
Fitzgerald run their mousetrap rac- 
ers for the science olympiad wild 
card competition. "The mouse trap 
racer took hours to calibrate, and I 
was disappointed when it broke," 
said Kepchar. 


Show off those moves 

On January 16th in Munster, 
the girls took fourth place at 
the competition. Before they 
went out and danced they 
stretched and listened to mu- 
sic. "It's not about winning, it's 
about having an awesome time 
with the team,"sophomore Mal- 
lory Baccino said. 



photo provided 
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CLUBBIfY In a club, students not only work on 

their own, they work as a team. Team work is very important and to 
work with the members on the team, they need to build friendships. In 
DECA (Distributive Educational Clubs of America) the students pair up 
for competition. "You need to get along with everyone on the team, so 
it doesn't matter who you work with," said freshman Blaire Gearhart. 

“ ^ SUP€R BOWL XIX Going into the Academic Super Bowl, the 
teams need to practice in order to tackle their opponents at competi- 
tion. The Super Bowl includes six different catagories; math, English, 
science, fine arts, history, and interdisciplinary. "I like fine arts because 
I like listening to music and learning more about the artists," said junior 
Cassie Christenson. 

WHfVn*) THfVT 9TNTD TOR? Most of the student body has no 
idea that J.E.T.S is a club or what it stands for. J.E.T.S stands for Junior 
Engineering and Technology Society and they have a competition every 
year. This year on March 9th, the students involved only had one meet- 
ing to prepare for competition. "We could have used more practices, 
but we didn't know exactly what we were getting into," said sophomore 
Ryan Zubrick. 

) BUILDING WITH ^CI€NC€ The students in Science Olympiad 
each have to choose a couple events to participate in. There are over 
20 events to choose from including anatomy and physiology, it's about 
time, and disease detectives. "I am in Science Olympiad because I can 
make more friends and it looks good on college applications," said fresh- 
man Mia DalSanto. 
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— ^ BLOOD < >UCK€R < i Out of the ten pints of blood in the adult body, just 
one pint will save three lives when you donate blood. One out of seven people 
in a hospital need blood every day. This year at the annual blood drive, spon- 
sored by NHS, 78 pints of blood were collected. Do the math: GHS saved 234 
people’s lives by spending an hour laying down! Sophomore Emilee True- 
blood donated for the first time this year. “I donated because it’s for a good 
cause,” said Trueblood. “I might do it again, but it hurt when people said it 
wouldn’t.” 


—> I WMT CM1DY! This year, selling candy bars and suckers to earn 
money has been very popular. The Panther Press , National Honor Society, the 
band, science olympiad, international club, student council and Pantherettes 
all sold candy! “We sold the bars so that we could possibly have two colored 
issues of the Panther Press at the end of the year,” said junior Joe Zuniga. 
Each staff member sold one box each semester, creating a profit of about 
$500, the same amount that is needed to publish one issue in color. 

COMING TOGGTH€R FOR OTHERS Two very powerful earth- 
quakes struck Haiti and Chile that left destruction and devastation in its wake. 
Haiti's quake topped 7.0 on the Rictor scale, and Chile’s made the Earth’s 
day 1 .24 seconds shorter with an astounding 8.8. In order to help out the less 
fortunate in these countries, Rachel Miller, English and the student council 
sold smooch suckers in February and collected donations where all proceeds 
went to the Bush-Clinton Haiti Foundation. “We decided smooches were the 
best things to sell because everyone likes them and everyone wants them,” 
said senior student council president Dan Rodriguez. “We sent about $400 to 
Haiti. We sold around 1,000 suckers at seventy-five cents a piece, and had a 
jar for random donations.” 



All Pietrucha 

7, 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10... 
One of the most exciting fund 
raisers that students like to par- 
ticipate in is the penny war. The 
difficult part about it is counting 
all of the shiny currency. "In just 
pennies, I counted about 500 in 
the ten minutes I was there," said 
senior Jimmy Burch. 


Keepin' the tunes alive 

"One person put a fake name 
on their name tag, so we all fol- 
lowed to see if customers would 
call us by those names." said 
freshman Jackie Johns. This 
was the band's fifth rummage 
sale that was held at Griffith 
Lutheran Church that raised 
money for the band's expenses. 



To be two again... 

Getting multiple laughs 
throughout the day. especially 
from principal Bonnie Manual. 
Senior Montana Kroslak spices 
up the pajama for Haiti day. "I 
donated my dollar for both the 
cause and the pajamas." said 
Kroslak. "I'm a pretty spontane- 
ous person, so it worked" 

Oh so sweet 

"We all had to sell at least one 
box of candy. They're worth 
$69 dollars each because they 
were so big. Mine took me 
three days to sell," said senior 
Chrissy Leslie. National Honor 
Society sold candy to raise 
money for the organization. 







A tasty idea 

Working behind the scenes 
to satisfy hungry customers, 
junior Ryan Fisch and senior 
Passion Newson-Bradey pre- 
pare pizza slices for sale. "The 
part I enjoy most about DECA is 
that it brings everyone together 
for one common goal for busi- 
ness," said Fisch. 


SGVOR NiTHOKY MW® HM 6XP6RI- 

en/ceo somcthihg moyt peoPLe nei/ep 

HAue p/nTHonY nmoyt om in August, 

he was admitted to St. Margrets hospital 
in Dyer for Lemierre's disease. Lemierre's 
disease is a blood disease that attaches 
to the organs and shuts them down if not 
treated. "I didn't think that there was a pos- 
sibility that I might die. It made me realize 
that you should never underestimate how 
bad a situation can be always assume the 
worst," said Marker. On September 1st, he 
was airlifted to the University of Chicago, 
which alone cost $1500. 

In order to help pay the bills from being in 
the hospital for a month, GHS did a penny 
war where all proceeds went to Marker. "It helped a lot with 
insurance. It turned out to be the largest sum of money re- 
ceived (over $1500). It was really nice, and thanks for the 
encouragement for my recovery." 

Marker had been put on some of the same medications 
that killed Michael Jackson in June 2009. 


Doing what's right 

"I got light-headed and sick af- 
ter I donated, but I will definite- 
ly do it again," said sophomore 
Josh Bodner. Junior Alexis Mor- 
ikis and sophomore T.J. McCoy 
both donated for the first time 
also. The blood drive was in the 
main gym. 

Disable the label! 

In order to raise awareness of 
disabilities month in March, the 
"Rollin' Hoosiers” sell T-shirts. "I 
wanted to help raise money for 
(freshmen) Jodi and Jackie Mo- 
rales' and (freshman) Allison 
Nolan's team," said freshman 
Jessica Hicks. 



School spirit 

Hanging up a poster for booster 
club, freshman Janelle Owczar- 
zak, helps support the wres- 
tling team before sectionals. "I 
was helping out by spreading 
school spirit for the wrestling 
team before sectionals," said 
Owczarzak. 


Catapulting to victory 

Senior Zack Kisfalusi sets up a 
catapult to practice for the Sci- 
ence Olympiad competition. 
"I was adjusting the spring to 
show [senior] Nick Biancardi 
the power that the catapult 
actually creates," said Kisfalusi. 



Ali Pietrucha 




getting r^dy 
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- ^ G£T TOGGTH6R All clubs have to practice, but for some clubs 
such as Student Council, there are just meetings. In these meetings, the 
council talks about upcoming events, issues, and any other important ma- 
terial. “At Student Council meetings Miss Miller, English and the offi- 
cers ask us our opinions on upcoming issues,” said freshman Ailey Clark. 


“ “T ADDING IT UP The math bowl team meets twice a week in Christine Chi- 
dichimo’s math room for practices. The competition they are involved in gives 
them a bunch of problems that are eligible to be in the competition. Chidichi- 
mo then relays them to the students. “I show the team how to do the problems 
that they need help with and teach them exactly how to do it,” said Chidichimo. 


— » SP€LL IT OUT The spell bowl team has grown a lot since the begin- 
ning of this year. There has been new technology that has come to the use 
of the team. There is a program on the computer called CalTutor which says 
the possible words that could be used at the competition and has the kids 
spell it out. Kelli Bridges, Spanish, a coach of the team, says “The kids prac- 
tice with CalTutor three nights a week and have a weekly handwritten test.” 

“ ^ SCKNTIHCMDTeRRIHC The Science Olympiad team usually meets 
in Emily O’Brien’s, Science, room two times a week. “We mess around in Sci- 
ence O everyday. One day, we had a water bottle fight with those squirt bottles 
that Mrs. O’Brien uses to clean the overhead,” said sophomore Joel Kepchar. 



Ali Pietrucha 

Halloween in December 


The Pantherettes help out little 
girls in the community at the 
annual 'Lit' Girls Camp". "My 
favorite part of the Lif Girls 
Camp was teaching the dance 
to the girls," said freshman Ka- 
tie Bridges. This year the theme 
was "Holiday Camp". 
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Flashy lights 

"Katie and I were setting up 
the lights and decorations for 
the homecoming dance," said 
sophomore Brooke Brinkley. 
The preparations for the dance 
started early Saturday morn- 
ing until right before the dance. 
Over 300 students attended. 



Amanda Zaborowski 
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Singing for glory 

Seniors Kara Kessey, Trisha Ke- 
own, and Michelle Velez prac- 
tice for the upcoming ISSMA 
competition. "I am practicing 
so that I can bring home a gold 
medal for my vocal skills," said 
Kessey. 

Announcements 

Preparing for the 2010 Turn- 
about dance, sophomore Sarah 
Guistolisi helps by decorating 
the show case. "Since I am a 
part of Class Council, I have 
to help prepare for the annual 
Turnabout dance" said Guis- 
tolisi. 




ST€U€M GRONKOWITZ, 1 1 
BOWLING CLUB 

"We bowl once a week and 
I enjoy Bowling Club 
because there is no pres- 
sure." 



SfcRhH CLARK, 1 0 

CONCERT CHOIR I 

"Choir is time consuming, 

we work hard to sound 

harmonious." 



RYM1 WCH, 1 1 
D€CA 

"I like to be around the 
people in DECA and I am in- 
terested in going into busi- 
ness in college." 
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— > BRIGHT€HING f\ DF^Y To make a difference in our community. Cho- 
rale took a trip to the Highland Senior Center on December 8th. They spent a 
day caroling through the halls and talking to the many seniors who live there. 
“There were about two or three people who choked while we were there, 
which was a little scary. A few people smiled at us, though, which made me 
feel good,” said senior Matt Plawecki. 

y ^HOP WITH COP During the holiday season, S.A.D.D. made a 

very big difference in the lives of some local families. They sponsored a fund- 
raiser called “Shop with a Cop.” S.A.D.D. members raised enough money to 
take the children of about ten low income families in Griffith out for a day 
of Christmas shopping. “Every child received $100, and we got to shop with 
them at K-Mart," said junior Alyssa Lanting. “All of the families were really 
appreciative.” 

— »G€T OUT MID Gll^ To give is better than to receive. We have 
all heard this saying, but members of FCCLA have really worked hard this 
year in order to give back to our community. During Christmas time, FCCLA 
made pillows and baked goods for the elderly at a nearby nursing home. “I 
really enjoyed sewing the pillows together and making the pillow cases,” said 
sophomore Stacie Hansen. Many members even went to the nursing home to 
distribute these gifts. 

— MAYING THMik'j The humane society runs solely on kind donations of 
time and money. Many volunteers work to keep the humane society an invit- 
ing and clean place. To say thanks to these hardworking volunteers, student 
council members baked Christmas cookies for them and their families. They 
also decorated the cookies with colored frosting. "Baking cookies was really 
exciting, and it was for a great cause,” said sophomore Sarah Clark. 


Photo provided 

Cooking for a cause 
"We had to get up really early 
to go make the cookies for the 
Santa breakfast," said senior Ali 
Petrucha. After making cook- 
ies, National Honor Society 
also served pancakes to the 
children for breakfast. 
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Helping hands 

To raise funds for the humane 
society, FCCLA offered stu- 
dents the chance to walk their 
dogs in the Homecoming pa- 
rade. Seniors Devin Mosely and 
Stephanie Shively helped out 
by making posters. "It made me 
feel good to help unfortunate 
animals," said Mosely. 


Pillows for patients 

Textiles 1, 2, and 3 are doing 
their part to brighten the days 
of children at Riley's Children 
Hospital. They're making pil- 
lows to give to children coming 
out of surgery. "I enjoyed mak- 
ing the pillows because I felt 
like I was helping kids out," said 
freshman Bri-anne Andriessen. 


HELPING HMDS IN THF COMMUNITY 


“FOR STUDGNT COUNCIL WG 
SOLD ANTING SUCkGRS TO 
RNSG MONGY FOR GhRTHQUhkG 
RGLIGF FUNDS IN HNTI ” 

JOSH kISFfcLUSI, 1 1 


Ali Petrucha 

Spreading smiles 
On December 5th, National 
Honor Society hosted a Santa 
breakfast at Beiriger Elementa- 
ry. The children who attended 
could play various games. "I 
had to work a guessing game. 
The kids were really funny," 
said senior Sara Winiecki. 


Caroling the halls 

This holiday season, chorale 
spent a day caroling through the 
halls of each of the four elemen- 
tary schools. "The best part was 
when Mr. Covarrubias would 
end the song in the middle, and 
nobody would realize it was 
over," said senior Sam Carter. 


“IN FCCIA, WG WGNT TO FOR- 
GST RIDGG SCHOOL DISTRICT 
mO RGND BOOkS TO THG kIDS. 
DOING THIS M&DG MG FGGL UkG I 
WP\S MhkING & DIFFGRGNCG.” 
RGBGCCh FRhNkGR, 1 2 
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Rejected 

"I had 203 kills and 37 blocks 
total for my first ever Dunes 
Volleyball Club season," said 
sophomore Kelsey Bonewits, 
while giving her opponent a 
"facial" with one of her killer 
blocks at the net. 

Kick it up!! 

While dancing for her Indiana 
Danz Force Seniors team, se- 
nior Rebecca Franker shows off 
her amazing moves. "I started 
dancing because it's a way of 
expression, and I didn't really 
like soccer," said Franker. 




photo provided 
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^ VOU KNOI^ 



“I SPEND 15 HOURS El^ERY 
WEEK PRACTICING PERCUSSION 
FOR THE NORTHWEST INDIANA 
YOUTH ORCHESTRA.” 

-CRIC SANDERS, 1 2 


He shoots, he scores 

Many students at GHS play 
pond hockey in the winter for 
fun, but junior Zack Adams 
plays hockey on a Munster team 
for competition in the winter. "I 
play hockey because I love the 
pace of the sport," said Adams. 


“IVE DEEN IN GIRL SCOUTS 
SINCE SECOND GRADE AND 
I’M A SENIOR. I’M ALSO 
WORKING TOWARDS MY 
GOLD dWARD.” 

-CASEY MCDANIEL, 1 1 




Love to play 

"My United team is the best. We 
were NISL and League Champi- 
ons, along with Challenge Cup 
State champions," said senior 
Raquel Mazur, while handling 
the ball for her Northwest Indi- 
ana United soccer team. 


Curtain call 

Living in the spotlight can send 
some people running with 
stage fright. But for senior 
Erica Edwards, the stage is her 
comfort zone. "I love being on 
stage, but the hardest part is 
trying to keep a straight face in 
a comedy play," said Edwards. 



photo provided 



National champs 

"I love to dance, and I love domi- 
nating other teams in competi- 
tions," said sophomore Sarah 
Clark while smiling with her In- 
diana Danz Force team. Clark's 
dance team came in first place at 
the NDA Nationals competition. 



photo provided 
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— MHR€€ UOn*) Many students at GHS play sports outside of 
school to hang out with their friends. Sophomore Amy Russell plays 
in the Three Lions Soccer Club and has made some great friends. 
“I love playing soccer for Three Lions, and I love playing with the 
crazy girls that I never would have had the opportunity to play with 
if I didn’t play in this club,” said Russell. 

“ “ ^ PtAMMG TH€ Wf\V Girl Scouts used to be a fad that everyone 
was a part of. The joy of selling cookies and helping others are 
building blocks to a successful future. Freshman Ciarra Kroslack 
has been a member of girl scouts for ten years. “There’s a great sis- 
terhood in my troup. I love helping people, and the cookies are 
delicious,” said Kroslack. 

““ BRIGHT RJTUR6 Opportunities are endless for some students 
here at GHS. Every second Saturday of the month, sophomore Ka- 
lissa Greenlaw goes to DeVry college to network and discuss school 
with other students from different schools. “My favorite bonding 
activity is just being able to hang out with the kids from different 
high schools,” said Greenlaw. 

— RLIM& ROYALTY Playing a sport year round is a huge com- 
mittment. For freshman Sarah Galambos, playing softball year- 
round is no challenge. “I play travel softball for the Uliana Royals. 
1 play because I’m good and I loved going to Nationals in Missouri 
with the team,” said Galambos. 
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Ice is nice 


Enjoying ice skating at Deep 
River, freshman Jesse Yarnelle 
attempts to push freshman 
Manon Carter. "When she 
pushed me it freaked me out. I 
thought I was going to fall on 
my face," said Carter. 



— — ^ HIGH UP! Irons Oaks has been a favorite field trip of many. After al- 
ready going once this year for student council, the upper classmen and a few 
select sophomores had the oppurtunity to go and experience the high ropes 
course. The student council were allowed to bring twenty-five members. All 
of the sophomores were entered into a raffle and only four were selected. “I 
was really excited to go. It was a lot of fun being really high up in the air on 
the high ropes course,” said senior Savannah Mendoza. 

TO BO OR HOT TO BG... Advanced Placement English 12 and a 
few selected Thespians involved in drama visited Chicago’s Navy Pier. They 
attended the Shakespere’s Theater performance of The Taming of the Shrew. 
“The theater itself is really awesome because it was built to replicate the 
Globe Theater,” said Terri Ramos, librarian. The students saw the true 16th 
century editon of the play, but there is also a newly added frame written by 
dramatist Neil Labute. 

— ^ KICklH IT IH TH€ TUH This year Griffith High School added a new 
class, lifetime fitness. The class is to help teach exercise routines that you can 
carry throughout your whole life. The class went to Indiana Dunes to take a 
hike. “The forecast was supposed to be really nice, so I was really excited to 
go,” said senior Kelsey Hitt. After walking around through trails all around 
the park, they went to eat at Old Country Buffet. 

> B4LL SThT€ OR BUTT Every year journalism students take a trip to Ball 
State University. This year on Friday, April 23rd, the group traveled three hours 
to Muncie, IN to attend J-Day. They attend classes to help improve their writing, 
design, and leadership skills. “This is my second time going, and I like it a lot 
because I learn how to write better and it brings the staff closer together,” said 
senior Shelby Higgins. 
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Hannah Hack 


Play ball 

While on a field trip to U.S. Cel- 
lular Field, sophomore Edward 
Clay and junior Vance Thomas 
walked around the field and 
enjoyed the weather. "Even 
though they said not to step on 
the grass, we still did anyways," 
said Thomas. 


Are we there yet? 

"The bus ride was very boring, 
so everyone started texting 
their friends," said junior Re- 
gina Hope. The bus ride was to 
Chicago for the Athen Atlantis 
Sports Program during the 
summer 
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Waffle treat 

Pouring waffle mix into a waffle 
iron, sophomore Mike Kent is 
taught what goes on in the 
kitchen at Jedi's Garden. "The 
waffle's were very hot. We had 
to use our hands to get them 
out," said Kent. 


Catching some Z's 

After returning from the Irons 
Oaks field trip, seniors Dan 
Rodriguez and Matt Beck get 
some shut eye in the LGI room. 
"We were so exhausted after 
the field trip but it was a excit- 
ing day," said Rodriguez. 


Ali Pietrucha 


Ali Pietrucha 
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PULL! 

While visiting the Field Muse- 
um for A.P. Spanish, seniors An- 
drew Thomas, Jake Long, and 
Nate Lara attempt to move an 
ancient Egyptian stone block. 
"Even with all of us pulling the 
block, it still wouldn't move. 
It had to be cemented to the 
floor. ' said Lara. 


Breakfast time 

Preparing pancakes on the skil- 
let, senior Michael Zaberdac 
learns how the restaurant busi- 
ness works at Jedi's Garden. 
"It's pretty cool the way the 
kitchen works. There is always 
something to do cook or 
clean,” said Zaberdac. 


"FAIR OAKS FARM 
WAS MY FAUORITE 
HELD TRIP BECAUSE 
WE JUST MESSED 
AROUND AND ATE ICE CREAM." 

- CRIC BRUMLEY, 1 <2 


ItW fRESHTW YEAR ICE 
SKATING REID TOP TO DE9> 
RIU® WAS THE BEST BE- 
CAUSE WE DDNT JUST HAKE 
TO SKATE, WE COUD 
ALSO SIT AROUND AND JUST 
TALKTOOURFRIEND?' 
-rtMANDABAKKO.IO 


"DECA STATE THIS YEAR 
WAS A GREAT HELD TRIP 
BECAUSE WE STAYED IN 
A HUGE HOTEL AND WE 
WERE IN INDY FOR THE WEEKEND." 
- MATT GRAHODAC, 1 1 
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Tangling minds 
It was nearly midnight, but that 
did not stop one team of stu- 
dent council members from un- 
tangling themselves from the 
human knot. 'The human knot 
was the best part of the lock- 
in," said freshman Ailey Clark. 
"It was so challenging!" 


HOW DO YOU LIK€ TO G€T 
TOG€TH€R MID DODD? 


"My favorite part of the 
student council lock-in 
was the white elephant 
gift exchange." 

Brittany Maglish. 9 



CLUB 

SL€€PCMK 


"In band, we sometimes 
go out to eat at Round 
the Clock." 

Alyssa Niewiadomski, 10 


GOING OUT 
TO DINNER 
(29%) 



50 P€OPL€ POLLQ 


For FCCLA, we went to a 
nursing home and gave them 
pillows we made. It was really 
fun and all the members 
bonded with the elderly." 

Kim Swender, 12 
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All dressed up 

"To help out with the party, we 
were making candy bags to 
pass out to everyone in cho- 
rale," said senior Stephanie 
Negrete, sitting with seniors 
Kiki Brinkley and Kim Swender. 
Chorale members also dressed 
up in celebration of Halloween. 


Strike! 

Waiting for their turn to bowl, 
juniors Chris Curnow, Dylan 
Etheridge, and Jake Writt hang 
out around a table. "I joined 
bowling club because I was 
bored. It's awesome! Mr. Gast 
doesnt act like a teacher, he 
acts like our friend," said Writt. 



Photo provided 
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— > BRINGING OTH€R CULTURE HOM€ For many clubs, bonding 

is both exciting and educational. International Club celebrated Day of the 
Dead, a Mexican holiday in which everyone honors their deceased ancestors. 
They had a party after school on November 2nd, because Day of the Dead is 
celebrated in Mexico on November 2nd and 3rd. “We had authentic Mexican 
pastries and other Mexican dishes. We learned a lot about Day of the Dead in 
a creative way that did not bore us to tears,” said sophomore Rachel Garastik. 


7 ML NIGHT LONG The biggest event of the year for student council 
is the annual lock-in, held each December. This year, nearly forty student 
council members came to the school at 8:30 p.m. on December 4th. The night 
was filled with games, such as sardines, freeze tag, a white elephant gift ex- 
change, and the traditional game of the human knot. For the first time, one 
team successfully untangled the human knot. “The lock-in was awesome. We 
slept on the ground and played Pop 5. I love that game,” said freshman Mir- 
yea Cisneros. 


— ^ FLOW HYTT GRIM The weekend before homecoming, each class coun- 
cil has an important job to accomplish. They have to build a float that will 
represent their class in the homecoming parade. The float also must reflect the 
theme of the homcoming dance. This year, the homecoming dance theme was 
“Evacuate the Dance Floor: Hittin’ the Streets ‘09.” Nearly every float was 
decorated with garbage cans, street lights, and tom Mustang clothing. “While 
we were painting our float, we got paint all over each other and everything 
around us,” said sophomore Vicki Solivais. 

— SPOOKY NIGHT In celebration of Halloween, chorale got together 
for their annual Halloween party. Every member of chorale who attended 
wore a costume. There was food, desserts, and many games. Chorale also 
watched Nightmare on Elm Street, a classic horror film. “Mr. Covarrubias hid 
Halloween things all around the auditorium, and we had to find them,” said 
senior Alicia Begeske. “It was a great bonding experience.” 



Photo provided 


Hands in 

A team of student council mem- 
bers put their hands in and got 
ready to begin playing Pop 5. a 
board game that was played at 
the lock-in on Dec. 4th. "I was 
really good at Pop 5 because I 
knew all the band names," said 
senior Barry Baltrusis. 


All for one. one for all 

It was pouring all day. but the 
weather didn't stop student 
council members from having 
a great time at Iron s Oaks. "I 
got team work and leadership 
skills out of my experience at 
Iron's Oaks," said senior Katie 
Mitchell. 
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Vi/ // f Page by ; Kaitlyn Herron and Brittany Maglish 

— ^GH*) PUDLICf^TIOri*) There are three publications at GHS; Our news- 
paper, the Panther Press , our yearbook, the Reflector, and our magazine. The 
Edge. To get onto these publications, a student must take journalism first. 
Then they would have to go through the application process by filling out an 
application and writing an essay on why they should be a member of the staff. 

TH£ PdflTHCR PRCSS All three publications cover school events, 
Uu^he Panther Press is distributed during fifth hour every two weeks. This 
means the staff has shorter deadlines and has to have all pages designed and 
all stories written on a faster pace than the Reflector or The Edge. One of the 
members on staff is senior Justin Phillips. “I think girls have more of an ap- 
peal for design, and that’s why there are more girls on staff, but I just like to 
write,” said Phillips. 

TH£ £DG€ Our magazine. The Edge , is different from any of the other 

cations. It is published four times a year at the end of each quarter. There 
are only seven girls on staff, unlike the Panther Press or the Reflector, which 
has more members. There’s also a difference in design. “There is more free- 
dom when you design your pages,” said junior Chrissy Colgrove. Colgrove 
is a reporter for The Edge. Although The Edge covers some school events, it 
mainly covers fun topics such as horoscopes and embarrassing stories. 

m RECTOR The Reflector staff is involved in catching the 
gtt^test moments throughout the school year. The staff must make sure all 
events are covered, such as dances, sports, and clubs. “I like being on the 
yearbook staff because it is a big publication, and everybody knows about it,” 
said sophomore reporter Sarah Guistolisi. 
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Interviewing 

Interviewing for The Edge is fun 
to do, but what junior Kristi Bux- 
ton likes most is the freedom. 
"I like The Edge because I like 
having the freedom of my own 
designs and being able to set 
my own deadlines." said Buxton. 


Delivery day 

When she completes de- 
signing pages and once the 
pages are printed, sophomore 
Elizabeth Kras gets ready to 
distribute The Edge to 6th 
period. "We usually deliver 
The Edge at the end of each 
quarter.'said Kras. 



Jillian Dixon 
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Photo opportunity 

After finding the perfect photo 
opportunity, junior Kristen 
Pospychala snaps a photo to 
use in the yearbook. "I enjoy be- 
ing a photographer for the Re- 
flector because there’s not as 
much pressure on me as there 
is on the reporters or design- 
ers," said Pospychala. 

Birthday celebrations 

Blowing out the candles on a 
cupcake, sophomore Melissa 
Miller celebrates her birthday. 
"We always celebrate birthdays 
in yearbook, but my birthday is 
in June, so we were celebrating 
my half birthday," said Miller. 





Amanda Zaborowski 
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What's the scoop? 

Writing down ideas is one 
way the Panther Press brain- 
storms. "We were brainstorm- 
ing. which is just thinking of 
random ideas for our pages in 
the Panther Press," said senior 
Jared Tibbs. 


Editing 

After all designing is done, the 
Panther Press is edited by staff 
members. "I was evaluating the 
paper by marking things that 
weren't correct. This helps us 
find and correct mistakes for 
our next issue." said senior Ste- 
phen Greenwood. 


Helping hand 

Not knowing how to make a 
graph, junior Samantha Mc- 
Inerney asks Kristina Collard, 
journalism, for help. "Mrs. Col- 
lard was showing me how to 
make a graph on InDesign," 
said Mclnerney. 




FILL IN TH£ BLhfIK 

mv n&m€ 19 m 

B€0l Oh {.j* €Jy K)R -I \/% 
I m eJl (-.r MID MY JOB 
BfYtICNiY 19 |-» *Ake p ire j-|*e 

e; 1 c '$ t # K l * r * - ,f st rftu t ei 

.* P«e. MV fWORIKE THIhG 
hBOUT B€lhG ej ( fr 19 | 

(tee 

tep're Ai»y*ne. 





ROW 1 : Megan McVicker, Nia Ross, Imani Ross, Amanda Falcon, Chelsea Scafield, 
Jacqueline Johns, Ashley Matthews 

ROW 9: Shannon Kunka, Ellen Johnson, Nicole Hamill, Tina Horton, Kylee Louden- 
ber, Alyssa Lanting, Cassie Christenson 

ROW 3: Alyssa Niewiadomski, Kelsie Lunsford, Mike Kent, Alex Mendoza, Joseph May 
ROW 4: Clarissa Hardy, Nick Brummet. Eric Sanders, Jane Hurdish, Sarah Hurdish, 
Nate Baley, Katie Cahill 



ROW 1 : Sam Aguilar, Valarie Scholte, Trisha Keown 

ROW 9: Clarissa Hardy, Erica Edwards, Alyssa Lanting, Imani Ross 

ROW 3: Amanda Falcon, Bobby Stevens. Brittni McLemore 



ROW 1 : Kim Swender. Savannah Mendoza, Abby Zarndt, Alicia Begeske, Chrissy 
Leslie, Katie Mitchell, Michaela Ezell, Valarie Scholte. Trisha Keown, Michelle Velez 
ROW 9: Alexis Mata. Erica Edwards, Stephanie Shively. Jasmine Freeman, Azsha 
Grant. Kara Kessy, Kier Brinkley, Rebecca Franker, Eddie Covarrubias 
ROW 3: Stephanie Negrete, Willy Hernandez. Sam Carter, Matt Beck, Nick Bobo- 
wski, Jake Long, Jose Cisneros. Josh Holbrook 

ROW 4: Eric Brumley, Kyle Carter, Jake Evanich, Matt Plawecki, Steven Kepchar. 
Jimmy Burch 





ROW 1 : Jacob Koselke, Stephen Duhon, Robert Cheek, Brett Brinkley, Khristian 
Ayala. Sean Downs 

ROW 9: Jordan Long, Joseph Armstrong, Thomas Kudyba, Ross Myers, Christopher 
Benko, Andrew Rothchild, Eddie Covarrubias 

ROW 3: Matthew Seiluns, Preston Nelson, Jesse Smith, Ryan Camp, Jacob Den- 
nison, Tyler Pena, Alex Driaz. Jose Rivera 

ROW 4: Brandon Gale. Anthony Carter, Miguel Nunez. Ben Parish, Zachary Grin, 
Joseph Golub, Matthew Kitzmiller 
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ROW 1 : Destiny Barajas, Jacqueline Martinez. Abby Grabos, Abbie Muffett, Maegan 
Glass. Sierra Gutierrez, Allison Nolan, Eddie Covarrubias 

ROW 9: Karis White, Ann Ficht, Stephanie DiSanto, Miryea Cisneros. Marica Lewis. 
Janelle Owczarzak, Christy Anzur, Cindy Mclnerney. Manon Carter 
ROW 3: Tiff iny McDaniel, Brooke Pospychala, Evelyn Creech, Irene Gutierrez, Katie 
Oros, Stefanie Soy, Katie Christenson, Abbey Little 

ROW 4: Jesse Yarnelle, Sarah Galambos, Emily Kuzmanoff, Mia DalSanto, Brittany 
Maglish, Ashley Summers, Julie Duvnjak 
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ROW 1 : Stacie Hansen. Chance's Walker, Hope Ryan. Kalie Lastagarkov, Stephanie 
Brandner, Taylor Steffan. Shi Fassoth. Chole Oliver 

ROW 9: Rachel Garstic, Mallory Baccino, Leslie Pietsch, Jordan Zarndt, Amelia 
Moralis, Emilee Trueblood, Eddie Covarrubius 

ROW 3: Katelyn Roberts, George Walker, Jimmy Gaydos, Steven Malone, Donald 
Hoover, Fernanda Bugarin 

ROW 4: Quincy Moore, Robert Megquiere, Maciek Szczepkowski, Jonathan Acev- 
edo, Art Garcia. Edward Fitzgerald, Mark Rex 









ROW 1 : Melinda Burk, Lisa Blaski, Rachel Solar. Kathy Villalpando, Sarah Clark. 

Brooke Brinkley. Aisha Darrough, Hanna Vrabely. Alysia Metsch 

ROW 9: Sarah Guistolisi, Tiffany Burbridge. Gregory Rothchild. Joel Kepchar. Justin 

Turner, Miguel Valtierra, Jennifer Lanfear, Eddie Covarrubias 

ROW 3: Michelle LLesniewski, Shanaizha Scheeringa, Joey Vaclavik, Austin Foster. 

Nick Kubyba. Brittany Anderson, Kalissa Greenlaw 

ROW 4: Garrett Litke. Cole Felde, John Morikis, Riley Henderson, Tyler Yost, Ashley Noojin 
ROW 5: Alice Duhon. Olivia Gates, Kelsey Bonewits, Robert Szabo, Jeremy Camp. 
Chris Melton, Troy Yarnelle 
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ROW 1 : Amy Zellers, Kylee Ulm. Kelly Jones, Alyssa Lanting, Kyra Scheeringa, 
Jasmine Mata, Cortney Massa 

ROW 9: Nicole Poole. Amanda Boyer, Jeff Tinich. Carlos Jimenz, Cody Modglin, 
Megan Gale, Alexis Morikis, Eddie Covarrubias 

ROW 3: Clearance Young, Amy Belcher, Keith Lidster, Melissa Thrall, Lindsey 
Sopetti, Taylor Surowiec, Chrissy Colgrove 

ROW 4: Michelle Sopetti, Kyle Jursic, Dontrell Kelly, Brian Beaupain, Matt Grahovac. 
Courtney Koleski 

ROW 5: David Baldazo, Matt Fitch, Calvin Bonewits. Jake Writt, Chris Plucinski 



ROW 1 : Stacie Hansen, Kylee Ulm, Amber Cornett. Valerie Scholte, Catie Bailey. 
Sabrina Santos.Jacqueline Johns , Maddy Goodman 

ROW 9: Megan McVicker, Jillian Dixon, Kim Swender, Allison Meece. Rachel Garas- 

tic, Erica Edwards. Sara Winiecki, Jackie Lopez, Brianne Andrevon 

ROW 3: Ailey Clark, Rachel Dennison, Alyssa Niewiadomski, Emily Witvoet, Alice 

Duhon. Ciarra Kroslack, Amanda Boyer. Brooke Blackard, Jillian Holtzer 

ROW 4: Rebecca Franker. Kelly Lannin, Vivian Hernandez. Amanda Zaborowski. 

Chrissy Colgrove. Sara Popovich. Brittany Maglish, Megan Gale. Trisha Keown 

ROW 5: Amber Cook. Jaime Keller, Art Garcia. Jared Tibbs. Jimmy Burch. Devon 

Mosely, Ashleigh Gates 



ROW 1 : Michelle Velez. Lisa Blaski. Jasmine Fox, Destiney Barajas. Emily Linders, Ellison Cullen, 
Sara Winiecki, Ashley Darrough, Hannah Vrabeley, Melissa Martinez. Alysia Metsch, Brianne 
Andrevon, Rachel Solar, Allison Nolan 

ROW 9: Lisa Kurpella, Cindy Mclnerney, Kelly Jones, Rachel Mierzwa.Sarah Clark, Angelina 
Ojeda. Aisha Darrough. Tori Louviere, Megan Lesniewski, Sarah Guistolisi. Jillian Dixon. Kylee 
Ulm. Nelisa Caraballo. Stephanie Younker, Vanessa Blankenship 

ROW 3: Sabrina Santos.Elizabeth Biancardi. Morgan Dillon. Melinda Burk.Katie Mitchell. Kathy 
Villapando, Jenny Lanfear. Trisha Monroe. Amanda Bakko. Michelle Lesniewski. Kaitlyn Herron, 
Brooke Pospychala, Tiffany McDaniel. Manon Carter 

ROW 4: Michelle Torres. Alyssa Melchor, Mallory Baccino, Kristen Pospychala. Emily Witvoet. 
Rashawn Gamble, Sarah Galambos, Taylor Backe, Blaire Gearhart. Rebecca Franker, Crystal 
Vanwhite, Brooke Trueblood, Kier Brinkley, Najeeda Jones, Sara Torres 
ROW 5: Caylee Adams. Emily Million, Taylor Surowiec, Emilee Trueblood. Brooke Brinkley, Leslie 
Pietsch, Tjeie Bonapartee. Thomas McCoy. Vicki Solivais, Chrissy Colgrove. Jessica Brecklaw. 
Brittany Maglish, Julie Duvnjak, Janelle Owczarzak 

ROW 6: Miryea Cisneros. Stacy Webber, Sarah Shaffer, Robert Cheek. Pashon Newton-Brady, 
Brianna Bias, Kelsey Bonewits, Katie Bridges. Ean Plude, Courtney Koleski, Selena Zammdio, 
Courtney Hargis. Ailey Clark 



ROW 1 : Nicole Witzske, Emily Witvoet, Rebecca Franker. Kim Swender, Stephanie 
Shively, Ashley Darrough 

ROW 9: Megan McVicker. Kylee Ulm. Priscilla Caudillo, Lisa Kurpela, Chance's 
Walker, Megan Tuttle. Valarie Scholte, Amber Cornett, Jillian Dixon, Megan Leitzke 
ROW 3: Megan Lesniewski, Rachel Garastic, Katelyn Roberts. Brooke Blackard. 
Megan Gale, Gabby Powell. Stacie Hansen, Robyn Williams. Tori Louviere 
ROW 4: Brenda Banks. Michelle Lesniewski, Nicki Solivice. Jill Fitzgerald. Jordan 
Rex, Lindsey Sopetti. Chloe Norton. Chrissy Colgrove, Alyssa Lanting. Taylor Long 
ROW 5: Brittni McLemore.Cody LeJeune, Michelle Sopetti. Pashon Newton-Brady, 
Victoria Anderson, Courtney Koleski, Matt Beck 



ROW 1 : Jim Graff, Zach Kisfalusi, Anna Schell. Jill Fitzgerald, Dan Rodriguez 
ROW 9: Kylee Ulm. Blaire Gearhart, Jessy Ritter. Jaime Keller. Alyssa Lanting. Megan 
McVicker 

ROW 3: Josh Kisfalusi. Matt Grahovac, Ted Fitzgerald, Pashon Newton-Bradey, Ray Alverez 









ROW 1 : Sam Mclnerney. Josh Kisfalusi, Dan Rodriguez, Jillian Dixon 

ROW 9: Jackie Johns, Julie Duvnjak, Blaire Gearheart, Ailey Clark 

ROW 3: Miryea Cisneros, Sydney Lidster, Brittany Maglish, Cindy Mclnerney. Ashley 

Summers 
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ROW 1 : Sam Mclnerney. Chris Melton, Dan Rodriguez. Josh Kisfalusi. Jillian Dixon 
ROW 2: Michelle Velez. Sara Winiecki, Shanlynn Bias. Savannah Mendoza 
ROW 3: Matt Beck, AN Pietrucha. Jake Long 
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ROW 1: Sam Mclnerney, Chris Melton, Dan Rodriguez, Josh Kisfalusi, Jillian Dixon 
Or ROW 9: Janessa Tamez, Ellison Cullen, Hanna Vrabley, Sarah Guistolisi, Sarah Clark, 
Tori Louviere 

ROW 3: Greg Rothchild. Tyler Yost. Brooke Brinkley 
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ROW 1 : Manon Carter, Janelle Owczarzak . Staci Webber. Miryea Cisneros. Jackie 
Johns 

ROW 9: Stephanie Younker, Julie Duvjnak, Brooke Pospychala, Abbey Little 

ROW 3: Sammie Adams, Sarah Galambos, Brittany Maglish, Blaire Gearheart, Jillian 

Holtzer 
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ROW 1 : Sam Mclnerney, Chris Melton. Dan Rodriguez, Josh Kisfalusi. Jillian Dixon 
ROW 9: Alyssa Lanting, Mia Campbell, Brooke Trueblood, Kristen Pospychala, Megan Gale 
ROW 3: Chrissy Colgrove, Sarah Hurdish, Johnathan Acevedo, David Baldazo, Laura 
Hurdish 



ROW 1 : Sarah Clark, Brooke Brinkley, Sarah Guistolisi, Stacie Hansen 

ROW 9: Ellison Cullen, Aisha Darrough, Michelle Lesniewski, Rachel Garastik, Hanna 

Vrabely, Amy Russell, Megan Lesniewski 

ROW 3: Alyssa Niewiadomoski, Jianni Rivera, Kelsey Bonewits, Vicky Solivais, Stephanie 
Brandner 
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ROW 1 : Brooke Trueblood, Josh Kisfalusi, Chrissy Colgrove 

ROW 9: Kylee Ulm, Alyssa Lanting, Nicole Poole, Kelly Jones, Sam Mclnerney, Megan 

McVicker 

ROW 3: Mia Campbell, Kristi Buxton, Lindsey Sopetti. Art Garcia, Kristen Pospychala, 
Megan Gale, Jillian Dixon 

Row 4: Michelle Sopetti, Chris Melton, Jonathan Acevedo, Sarah Hurdish, Laura Hurdish. 
Anna Schell 
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ROW 1 : Emily Million. Jake Long, Rachel Cooper. Willy Hernandez 

ROW 9: Savannah Mendoza. Brooke Blackard, Lauren Hansen, Carissa Quintero, 

Kier Brinkley, Sara Mclnerney. Jackie Lopez, Amanda Valtierra 

Row 3: Kaitlyn Sudac, Amanda Zaborowski, Shanlynn Bias, Pashon Newson-Brady, 

Ashley Darrough, Jill Fitzgerald 

ROW 4: Russ Radtke, Matt Beck, Zach Kisfalusi, Kiara Gragido. Ali Pietrucha, Dan 
Rodriguez, Eddie Covarrubias 



ROW 1 : Jackie Lopez, Nicole Poole, Sara Winiecki, Jessy Ritter, Sara Mclnerney. 
Kristina Collard 

ROW 9: Elizabeth Biancardi, Jeff Tinich, Zach Kisfalusi. Ashley Darrough. Ryan 
Zubrick, Carissa Quintero 

ROW 3: Justin Phillips. Stephen Greenwood, Jeremy Starks, Jared Tibbs, Shelby 
Higgins 




ROW 1 : Chances Walker, Alyssa Lanting. Gabrielle Powell. Jessy Ritter. Marlene 
Starcevich 

ROW 9: Mia Campbell. Janessa Salinas. Pashon Newson-Brady, Isaiah Booker, Megan Gale 



ROW 1 : Jillian Dixon, Kristi Buxton, Chrissy Colgrove, Sam Mclnerney 
ROW 9: Cali Lemus, Elizabeth Kras. Anna Schell 


ROW 1 : Ellison Cullen, Sarah Guistolisi, Stephanie Brandner. Jillian Dixon 
ROW 9: Jake Long, Melissa Miller, Nicole Hamill. Hannah Hack, Kaitlyn Sudac. 
Kaitlyn Herron. Kristina Collard 

ROW 3: Dylan Ethridge. Kristen Pospychala. Raquel Mazur. Amanda Zaborowski, 
Brooke Trueblood. Kristi Buxton 

ROW 4: Nick Bobowski, Maggie Butkus, Kiara Gragido, Ali Pietrucha. Kelly Lannin 



ROW 1 : Sara Winiecki, Carissa Quintero. Amanda Zaborowski. Sara Mclnerney. Jessy Ritter 
ROW 9: Ashley Darrough. All Pietrucha, Jake Long. Raquel Mazur 
ROW 3: Zach Kisfalusi, Jeremy Starks, Jared Tibbs 
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ROW 1 : Megan McVicker, Jaimie Drummond, Erica Edwards. Brianna Cannon, Al- 
lison Nolan 

ROW 2: Cassie Christenson, Andrew Griggs, Ashley Darrough, Azsha Grant 
ROW 3: Matt Grahovac, Ted Fitzgerald, David Baldazo 



ROW 1 : Kelly Jones, Kylee Ulm, Courtney Hargis, Courtney Hayes, Kalie Lastagarkov, 
Rachel Mierzwa, Rachel Fogarty. Alyssa Lanting, Alexis Morikis, Chrissy Leslie. Aisha 
Darrough, Jillian Dixon. Sam Aguliar 

ROW 2: Rachel Garastik, Stacie Hanson. Brian Orzechowicz, Meghan Macak, Kaitlyn 
Herron. Trisha Monroe, Jessica Brecklaw, Sarah Guistolisi, Kaitlyn Sudac. Jackson 
Buzea, Stephanie Bradner, Amanda Bakko, Michelle Velez 

ROW 3: Angelina Ojeda. Regina Hope. Megan Gale, Ryan Zubrik, Kyle Uylaki. Ashley 
Robinson, Raquel Mazur. Rebecca Franker, Anna Schell, Jeff Tinich, Navasia Flem- 
ming, Taylor Suroweic, Sam Mclnerney 

ROW 4: Sara Winiecki. Gabe Sotres, Jose Cisneros. Robert Gonzalez, Josh Kisfalusi. 
Kevin Bynum, David Arndt. Dan Rodriguez, Josh Turner, Sarah Clark, Ellison Cullen 
ROW 5: Ethan Adams. Art Garcia, Garrett Litke, Kristen Pospychala, Mallory Baccino, 
Sara Mclnerney. Jerry Sharpe. Brooke Trueblood, Billie Reitz, Hanna Vrabely, Cody 
Modglin, Jake Anderson 

ROW 6: Willy Hernandez, Ryan Voges, Shawn Siokos, Brian Little, Presley Corich, 
Lauren Hanson. Stephanie Negret, Brooke Brinkley, Hannah Hack, Andrew Thomas, 
Rachel Cooper. Ashley Darrough. Nikola Pupae 
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ROW 1 : Carissa Quintero. Zach Kisfalusi. Jake Long, Matt Beck. Justin Phillips. Shan- 
lynn Bias 

ROW 2: Kristi Buxton, Casey McDaniel. Kalynn Ruiz, Alyssa Van-Horssen, David 
Stokes, Courtney Koleski, Lindsey Sopetti, Elizabeth Kras, Alex Latronica, Amanda 
Zaborowski, Katelyn Barta 

ROW 3: Montana Kroslack, Maggie Butkus. Sam Carter, Johnny Kantor, Ali Pietrucha, 
Jimmy Burch, Nick Bobowski. Jack Blount, Ashley Parish, Brianna Bias 
ROW 4: Matt Plawecki, Chris Melton, Kelsey Bonewits, Jeremy Starks, Steven Kep- 
char, Matt Ficht. Greg Myers. Sam Marker, Jason Villapando 

ROW 5: Jason Short. Omar Quintiella, Peter Supulvida, Eric Bean. Calvin Bonewits, 
Jake Evanich. Berry Baltrusis, Kyle Carter 

ROW 6: Eddie Boncela, Jeff Godlewski, Jonathan Acevedo. Vance Thomas, Brian 
Brilmyer, Nick Biancardi, Kyle Terpstra 
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ROW 1 : Michelle Velez, Maddy Goodman, Valarie Scholte, Kim Swender, Trisha Ke- 
own, Kylee Ulm 

ROW 2: Chrissy Leslie, Alexis Mata. Melissa Stadnik, Chrissy Colgrove, Erica Ed- 
wards, Nicole Poole 

ROW 3: Melissa Thrall. Michelle Sopetti, Jeremy Starks, Jimmy Burch, Jake Long 
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ROW 1 : Zach Kisfalusi, Shanlynn Bias, Sara Mclnerney, Rebecca Franker 

ROW 2: Sara Wineicki, Cassie Christenson. Lauren Hanson, Katie Cahill, Chrissy 

Colgrove, Jill Fitzgerald, Ashley Darrough, Amber Crook, Alyssa Lanting, Megan 

McVicker 

ROW 3: Megan Gale, Ray Alvarez, Justin Phillips, Jake Long. Lindsey Sopetti. Sam 

Marker, Jack Blount, Josh Kisfalusi. Anna Schell. Sam Mclnerney 

ROW 4: Jillian Dixon, Raquel Mazur, Michelle Sopetti, Jimmy Burch. Laura Hurdish, 

Brian Beupain, Matt Grahovac. Ali Pietrucha, Kalynn Ruiz, Kylee Ulm 

ROW 5: Desiree Cadiz. Amanda Zaborowski. Sarah Hurdish. Jake Evanich, Jeremy 

Starks, David Baldazo. Jane Hurdish, Rachel Cooper. Valarie Scholte 
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ROW 1 : Jaime Keller, Steven Gronkiewicz, Elizabeth Kras 

ROW 2: Steven Ramierez, Lauren Gonzales. Katelyn Lisle, Dylan Ethridge. Carlos Ji- 
menez, Brian Beapain, Kyle Jursic, Robert Gomez, Keith Lidster 
ROW 3: Katie Ray, Sydney Lidster, Daniella Alvarez, Chris Curnow, Jake Writ, Robert 
Gomez, David Baldazo, Chris Plucinski, Courtney Koleski 
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ROW 1 : Blaire Gearhart. Brooke Blackard, Ellen Johnson. Gabby Powell. Brittnl 1 
McLemore 

ROW 5: Jim Pickett. Josh Kisfalusi, Ted Fitzgerald, Joel Kepchar. Andrew Griggs. 
Zach Kisfalusi. Ross Myers 



ROW 1 : Ashleigh Gates, Isaiah Booker. Ted Fitzgerald. Daniella Alvarez 
ROW 2: Nicole Poole. Daniel Kime, Olivia Gates 



ROW 1 : Josh Kisfalusi. Alyssa Lanting. Desiree Cadiz. Megan McVicker, Gabby Pow- 
ell 

ROW 2: Joel Kepchar. Ray Alvarez. Ted Fitzgerald. Andrew Griggs. Pashon Newson- 
Brady, Brittni McLemore, Christine Chidichimo 
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ROW 1 : Anna Schell, Ross Myers, Allison Nolan, Terri Ramos, Matt Grahovac, Jillian 
Holtzer 



ROW 1 : Terri Ramos, Alyssa Lanting, Cassie Christenson, Alyssa Niewiadomski, Keith 
Lidster 


ROW 1 : Nicole Poole, Maddy Goodman, Amber Cornett 

ROW 2: Jason Gast, Joe Zuniga, Priscilla Hernandez, Lauren Gonzales, Kaitlin Ray, 
Katelyn Lisle 



ROW 1 : Megan McVicker, Ray Alvarez, Matt Grahovac, Zach Kisfalusi 



ROW 1 : Megan Gale, Joel Kepchar, Robert Gonzales, Zach Kisfalusi, Megan McVick- 
er, Melissa Thrall, Mia DiSanto 

ROW 2: Josh Kisfalusi. Ted Fitzgerald, Jeremy Dalton, Jimmy Burch, Ray Alvarez. 
Matt Grahovac. Coach Katie Krajnak, Allison Nolan 
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We run this 

“It was a joke that the freshmen thought they were actually able to compete with us,” said senior Ryan Voges. “Seniors are just dominant. If any 
freshman thinks otherwise, they’re stupid.” 

This year’s homecoming featured the senior class defending their right to “run this school.” For the first time ever, the seniors, led by senior Brian 
Little, brought a boat into the school that they decorated. The seniors each chipped in a little bit of cash and bought the boat together. 

“We were originally going to buy a car, but we were too slow to collect the money,” said Little. “The boat was still a nice alternative. We definitely 
left our mark on this school because of how crazy we really are.” 

Little, along with other seniors, have also led to a strong student section for basketball games. The upperclassmen are the main source of this sec- 
tion, and has definitely made an impact on our school. With many different outfits and themes, basketball games are always entertaining to see the 
student section supporting their team. Crazy outfits such as superhero costumes and retro uniforms are common along with the unique shirts that 
Little had made for the fan section. 

“We revived our student section in a way that no one thought was possible,” said senior Sam Carter. “[The senior class] is so unique with our outfits 
and ideas. We’re so ridiculous that we are amazing.” 


Teaching the future adults 

Being a teacher is a big responsi- 
bility. Teachers directly affect the 
students and what they get out of 
high school. Instructing a student 
correctly is very important. Jim 
Pickett social studies, takes his 
role as a teacher very seriously, 
but he also knows how to create 
humor in his class so his classes 
are relaxed and not boring. 

"The main reason I teach is for 
the great money teachers make," 
said Pickett. "Other than that, it's 
nice to be able to help kids suc- 
ceed. I like to be a factor in their 
lives and lead them down a path 
that will eventually lead to their 
success." 


Donating her work 

Sewing in class can be ben- 
eficial for more than a personal 
use. Freshman Bri-anne Andries- 
sen participated in a volunteer 
program in Shannon Schiedel's 
textiles class. The class sewed pil- 
lows that resembled a puppy face 
and gave it to Riley’s Children's 
Hospital. 

"Making the pillows was pretty 
awesome because we had a good 
use for our project," said Andries- 
sen. "I don't normally use all of the 
projects I make when I sew, so 
it was nice to be able to see my 
work put to good use. This was 
definitely an awesome project to 
take part in." 


Rollin' like a big shot 
Part of being a student at Griffith 
means taking classes that involve 
physical fitness. Physical educa- 
tion is a class in which the stu- 
dents must take part in different 
activities that help to maintain 
someone's fitness. Sophomore 
Jacob Schnoor rollerblades in his 
class with his friends while being 
dressed up because he had a bas- 
ketball game that day. 

"I love being dressed up," said 
Schnoor. "I always look for an op- 
portunity to wear nice clothes 
with a tie. It's a pain to get un- 
dressed though so I decided to 
just not dress for gym class and 
stay in this outfit." 


Big changes 

Going to a new school can be 
tough, especially during senior 
year. Victoria Zoumah transferred 
from Wells Community Academy 
halfway through the school year 
and has had a positive attitude 
about everything. 

"Going to Griffith High School 
has been a huge change from my 
old school," said Zoumah. "Griffith 
has so many more activities that 
people can be involved with. It 
seems to be a great community 
here, and this is the first chance 
that I've had to go to school with 
my brother [senior Tim Green], So 
even though making friends can 
be hard, I still have him too." 



Ali Pietrucha 


Amanda Zaborowski 


Jackie Lopez 
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Barb Baldazo 
Krystal Bandy 
Brenda Bonewits 
Kelli Bridges 
Sarah Cohen 
Kristina Collard 


Eddie Covarrubias 
James Ford 
Justin Fronek 
Jim Graff 

Lorrainne Hageman 
Bob Hastings 

Margie Keithley 
Kathy Keller 
Rhonda Lanfear 
Lisa Megquier 
Rachel Miller 
Veronica Moisant 

Mike Mulder 
Emily O'Brien 
Kay Orzechowicz 
Amy Ott 
Olga Perez 
Luann Pramuk 

Russ Radtke 
Terri Ramos 
Pat Sadler 
Jim Saltanovitz 
Dan Santori 
Shannon Scheidel 


Justin Schroeder 
Shannon Smith 
Marlene Starcevich 
Deanna Steinmueller 
Sheila Vaclavik 
Julie Wencloff 
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Chris Wroblewski 
Linda Zaborowski 
































Kristen Pospychala 

Happy to help 


Rachel Miller, English, is one of 
the many teachers here at GHS 
who are always eager to help. 
"I love leading class when the 
students are really into the sub- 
ject," said Miller. "It's exciting 
for everyone." 


Bringing back childhood 

"I really enjoyed being Santa. 
My favorite part was seeing 
all of the smiles on the kids' 
faces," said Jim Graff, art. Graff 
spent three days in the library 
taking pictures with students to 
raise funds for the Wheelchair 
Basketball game. 


Showing appreciation 

While serving at the Staff Appre- 
ciation Breakfast, Justin Fronek, 
assistant principal, Bonnie Manu- 
el, principal, and Aron Borowiak, 
middle school principal, share 
laughs. "The faculty breakfast is 
a great way to give back to our 
wonderful staff," said Fronek. 



Maggie Butkus 



JVIy 

favorite activity is running. 

I run four days every week!? 
average at about fifteen to twenty miles each week.] 
gqg pEresa Yes. 

I did the Buekley Five JVIile and a ten mile race in 
Valpo for tlje RAFA House. 

(fto i j i jl I enjoy running because 

its a great stress reliever and I feel very accom- 
plished afterwards. 




I teach Industrial 

Technology Education, or ITE. 

] fa 0 sfe > Its a hands-on 

class. They spend four weeks in the classroom andj 
four weeks in the lab constructing projects. JVIy 
favorite class is the construction class. 

jvly~P‘ r a 

favorite part is interacting with the kids in the work- rT 
room. I can get to know my students more personally^. . 
and see how they interact with other students ounof 
a classroom environment. 


It 
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What a cute skeleton! 

"I was trying to make it look 
cute because I love skeletons." 
said senior Vivian Perez. This 
skeleton was in Krystal Bandy's 
classroom as a model tor teach- 
ing anatomy during biology. 



.What was tfje Best 
aaviee given to you 
“while at GHJ3? 


“J3tudy and do 
work to get 
ahead in life.” 
-{Stephen 
Greenwood. 1 2 


“Everything will 
Be okay in the end. 
and if not. then it's 
not the end.” 
-Daniella 
Alvarez, 12 




Kristen Pospychala 


Ethan Adams 

Daniella Alvarez gls 9. io, ii. 12 

Bowling Club 9. 10. 11, 12 

Jacob Anderson Divmg 9. 10, 11, 

12 (Captain 9. 10. 11. 12) Cross Country 9. 
10 Class Council 9, 10 FCCLA 10 Track 9 

Megan Anderson 



Victoria Anderson Tracks Field 9. 
10. 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) FCCLA 10, 12 
Choir 9, 10 

Barry Baltrusis Football 10, 11. 12 
Wrestling 11. 12 Student Council 10. 11. 

12 Class Council 9. Dungeons and Dragons 
Club 12 Prom King Flomecoming King 

Brenda Banks 
Quin Barwick 



Matthew Beck wrestling 9. 10. 11. 
12 (Captain 11. 12) Football 9. 10. 11 Choir 
9. 10. 11, 12 (President 10, Chorale 12) 
ACES 9, 10 Band 9 Student Council 12 

Alicia Begeske 

Nicholas Biancardi Football 9. 10. 

11, 12 (Captain 12) Track £t Field 9 National 
Honor Society 11 Band 9 Panther Press 12 

Shanlynn Bias Basketball 9. 10, 11. 
12 (Captain 10. 11, 12) Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 
(Captain 12) National Honor Society 11, 12 
(President 12) Class Council 9, 12 Student 
Council 12 Rotary Youth Leader 10 
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Brooke Blackard Class Council 11, 
12 International Club 9, 10. 11, 12 Social 
Studies Academic Superbowl 12 

Nicholas Bobowski Soccer 9. 10. 
11. 12 (Captain 12) Student Council 10. 11 
Basketball 10. 11 Chorale 12 Reflector 12 
Track 9, 10 

Brian Bock 
Jasmine Bonapartee 





Edward Boncela Football 9, 10 . n. 

12 Track 9. 10 

Isaiah Booker 

Jessica Breclaw Cheerleading 9. 
10, 11. 12 (Captain 11. 12) Booster Club 9. 
10. 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10 

Brian Brilmyer Baseball 9 Basketball 
9. 10. 11. 12 





Kier Brinkley Pantherettes 9. 10. 

11. 12 (Captain 12) Student Council 9. 10 
Choir 9. 10. 11 Chorale 12 Class Council 
10, 11. 12 Booster Club 9. 10. 11. 12 

Eric Brumley 

Kara Buchholz Student Council 9. 
10, 11, 12 Golf 9, 10 Tennis 11. 12 Softball 
9. 10 Basketball Manager 9. 10, 11, 12 

Jessica Burbridge Swimming 9. 

10 Bowling 11, 12 Tennis 11 Choir 9. 10. 

11 Track 9 





James Burch Cross Country 9. 10. 

11, 12 (MVP 9. 10. 11. 12; Captain 10. 

11, 12) Swimming 9, 10. 11. 12 Track 9. 

10. 11. 12 (Captain 11, 12) Drama 10. 11. 

12 (Thespian 10, 11. 12) National Honor 
Society 10, 11. 12 Chorale 12 ISSMA 9. 10. 

11. 12 (State 12) 

Jackson Buzea Basketball 9. 10, 11, 
12 Baseball 9. 10. 11, 12 

Nelson Cadiz 

Kyle Carter Baseball 9. 10. 11 



Kristen Pospychala 



Microviewing 

Finishing an assignment in Biol- 
ogy II, senior Brianna Cannon 
said. "I was drawing pictures 
from the microviewer." Many 
juniors and seniors take Biology 
II or AP biology to gain another 
science credit. 


Sick of notes 

While completing a worksheet 
together, seniors Keeli Mat- 
thews. Kimberly Lindsay, and 
Tationna Rockwood, sit in Amy 
Ott's environmental science 
class. "We take notes everyday, 
so labs are something new to 
do," Matthews said. 
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Samuel Carter Baseball 9,10,11,12 

Chorale 12 Football 12 

Teresa Castellanos Soccer 

9,10,11.12 Student Advisory Council 12 
Joshua Chavez Soccer 9, 10, 11. 12 

Cory Chidichimo 




Jose Cisneros 
Brittany Cobb 
Rachel Cooper Soccer 9,10,11,12 

(Captain 12) Student Council 9, 10 ,11 
Class Council 10,11,12 (Vice President 12) 
National Honor Society 11. 12 Basketball 9 

Breanne Copp 




* 
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Crush freshman year? JVIs. JVIiller 
Crush now? JaRe Evanief) 
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e class freshman yeai^ 

computer applications 

Favorite class now? 

my aide hour with JVIrs. JVIegquier 

Favorite school lunch freshman year? 

chicken patty on a Bun 

Favorite school lunch now? 

chicken patty on a Bun 


Read to succeed 

"I wasn't really reading. I was 
just staring at the book and 
hoping that I'd learn every- 
thing," said senior John Vinson 
while sitting in class reading "A 
Shocking Accident" in his Eng- 
lish literature book. 

Fresh air. fresh ideas 

"My favorite part about learn- 
ing outside is that it s different 
from the normal classroom en- 
vironment," said senior Angie 
Fisher while taking a practice 
quiz in the courtyard with her 
English class. 


* 
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Favorite teacher freshman year? 

JVIs. JVIiller 

Favorite teacher now? JVIrs. JVIegquier 

-k 

Dream college freshman Upm? ' 

Purdue bafayette k 

Dream college now? JVIanor Bell College^ rT 



Ali Pietrucha 







Matthew Corlett Baseball 
9,10,11.12 Tennis 11. 12 

Amber Cornett Choir 9.10.11 
International Club 10 ,11, 12 Art Club 11, 

12 FCCLA 12 (Photographer 12) Hoosier 
Girls State 11 

Timothy Creighton Football 9 
Dungeons and Dragons Club 12 

Amber Crook Tennis 9.10.11 Na- 
tional Honor Society 11. 12 International 
Club 10. 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10. 11 Basketball 
9 Booster Club 9 




Rachel Dennison international 
Club 10.11,12 

Ashley Dodson 

Mark Douglas Wrestling 10.11.12 

Football 9. 11. 12 

Natalie Drach Choir 9. 10. 11 Track 
10, 11, 12 Crosscountry 10. 11. 12 FCCLA 
9, 10, 11 International Club 10 



Catherine Drechny 

Erica Edwards Colorguard 12 Thes- 
pian 9, 10. 11, 12 Choir 9, 10, 11 Chorale 
12 Student Director 12 International Club 
10. 11. 12 (Secretary 10. 12) FCCLA 12 

Jacob Evanich Baseball 10.11.12 

Basketball 9. 10 ,11, 12 Chorale 12 National 
Honor Society 12 

Michaela Ezell 



Allysa Finck 

Angelia Fisher 

Jill Fitzgerald deca 10.11.12 (Vice 

President 12) FCCLA 9. 10 .11. 12 National 
Honor Society 10, 11, 12 Americanism and 
Government Test State Winner 10 Hoosier 
Girls State Delegate 11 Tennis 9. 10. 11 
Academic Super Bowl 9, 10, 11 (Captain 
11) Class Council 10. 11. 12 

Michelle Fogarty 



Taking a break 

While spending some down time 
between classes with her friends, 
senior Melissa Stadnik said, "The 
best part about being a senior 
is knowing it's my last year and 
being able to hang out with my 
friends." 


Jotting it down 

While doing her homework dur- 
ing class, senior Ashley Rob- 
inson said, "One lesson that I 
learned was to pay attention ear- 
ly in high school because come 
senior year it will come back to 
bite you in the butt if you don't." 
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Rebecca Franker Pantherettes 9. 10. 
11. 12 (Secretary 11. Captain 12) Indiana Dan- 
zfirce 9, 10. 11. 12 National Honor Society 11, 
12 (Secretary 12)FCCLA 10 11. 12 (Secretary 
12) Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 (Chorale 12. President 

10, 11. 12) International Club 10. 11, 12 

Jasmine Freeman color Guard 10. 

11. 12 (captain 12) Track and Field 9, 10, 11 
Choir 9, 10. 11. 12 Chorale 12 Spellbowl 9. 10 

Nicholas Gallina Football 9. 10, 11. 12 
Wrestling 9. 10 Track 9, 10 Choir 9. 10. 11 

Aldo Garcia 




Madeline Goodman international 
Club 9. 10 11. 12 (President 10. 11. 12) 
ACES 9. 10 Drama 10. 11. 12 Thespian 11. 
12 Art Club 12 Dungeons and Dragons Club 
12 

Stephen Greenwood Golf 10, 11. 

12 Panther Press 11, 12 Americanism and 
Government Test Winner 11 Dungeons and 
Dragons Club 12 

Brittany Grigson 
Kristen Gulley 
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1 ) bikes to F>unf? 


A 


Kf Dyes, cuts, and styles 
people’s Ijair? 



3) Has a tattoo on tF>eir lip?- 
4) Likes to play pcgF? r 
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Livin ' it up 

Enjoying themselves at Deep 
River, seniors Devon Mosely 
and Stephanie Shively break 
from volleyball to dance a little. 
"We re a random and open cou- 
ple. Sometimes, he'll give me a 
kiss on my nose or forehead," 
said Shively. 


Lookin' good 

"I love when people play with my 
hair because it feels nice," said 
senior Kim Russell. Russell hangs 
out with sophomores Kalie Last- 
agarkov and Rachel Solar. "It isn't 
weird to hang out with someone 
who's younger than me. It s like 
they're my younger sisters." 



Raquel Mazur 



jel Mazur 


Ashleigh Gates International Club 
10. 11. 12 GLS 11, 12 

Nicholas Gaydos Soccer 9, 10. 11 
Choir 9. 10. 11 

Jeff Godlewski Baseball 9. 10, 11. 
12 

Melany Gonzales choir 9. 10. 11 

Swimming 10 



Lauren Hansen Soccer 9. 10, 11. 12 

(Captain 12) Basketball 9. 10. 11, 12 (Cap- 
tain 11, 12) Track 10 (Captain 10) Reflector 
9 Class Council 9, 12 National Honor Soci- 
ety 12 

Jeremiah Hardin 
Candace Hardy 

Jada Harris Cross Country 9, 10 Track 
and Field 9. 10. 11. 12 Basketball 11 Stu- 
dent Council 11 Spellbowl 11 National Hon- 
or Society 11. 12 FCCLA 9. 11. 12 D A R E. 9 
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Cartiyn Hayes Track and Field 9. 10. 11. 
12 Cross Country 9. 10. 11, 12 Swimming 10. 
11 Student Council 9, 10 Dance Team 9. 10 Key 
Club 9, 10 Science Olympiad 10 Band 9 

Courtney Hayes Cross Country 9. 10. 

11, 12 (MVP 9, 10) Dance Team 9, 10 Track and 
Field 9, 10. 11 (Most Improved 9. 10) Swimming 
10, 11 Student Council 10. 11 Key Club 10. 11 

Guillermo Hernandez Football 9. 10 . 

11, 12 (First Team AlFConference 11 Academic 
All-Conference 12 Academic All-State Captain 
12) Track 9. 10. 11. 12 Class Council 12 (Secre- 
tary) Wrestling 10 Choir 9. 10. 11. 12 Chorale 12 

Kaitlyn Herron Pantherettes 12 Cheer- 
leading 9, 10. 11 Track 10 Booster Club 9, 10, 

11. 12 Reflector 10. 11. 12 

Trevor Hitt Football 9. 10. 11 . 12 

Joshua Holbrook choir 9. 10. 11 

Chorale 12 

Jane Hurdish Concert Band 9. 10. 

11, 12 (Principal Player 10. 11, 12) March- 
ing Band 9. 10. 11, 12 (Section Leader 11, 
12) Pep Band 9. 10. 11. 12 ISSMA Soloist 
11, 12 National Flonor Society 11. 12 Eng- 
lish Superbowl 10. 11 FCCLA 9 

Angel Hyche 



Raquel Mazur 


Eenie, Meenie. Minie. Moe 
Chowing down while cheering 
teammates on, seniors Nick Sharp, 
Jimmy Burch, Christian Martinez, 
and Dan Rodriguez get through 
the swim conference held at 
Munster on January 30th. "It's a 
big confidence booster when you 
cheer for your team," said Sharp. 




¥ 

* 

* 
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“I wont miss walking 
to sefjool in 40 feet 
of snow and not leav- 
ing snow days. Also. I 
wont miss waking up 
at 6 am" 

Wayne Lewis, 1 2 


* 

Wljat will you not miss 
about Ijigfj sefjool? 




“I wont miss waking 
up in tlje morning and 
trying to maneuver 
around tlje crowded 
Railways.” 

Kristen Gulley, 1 2 







Ronald Higginbotham Band 9. 

10. 11. 12 Swimming 10. 11 Diving 12 Track 

10 . 11 . 12 

Shelby Higgins 

Lakisha Hill Track and Field 9. 10, 11. 
12 Cheerleading 10, 11. 12 Booster Club 10. 
11 Spellbowl 11 

Kelsey Hitt 



Meagan Jakubowicz 
Olivia Kalis 

John Kantor Baseball 9 Soccer 9. 10. 
11 , 12 

Trisha Keown Concert Choir 9. 10 11 
Chorale 12 Drama 10. 11. 12 Thespian 10. 
11, 12 Color Guard 12 International Club 10. 
11. 12 FCCLA 9. 10 
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Steven Kepchar Football a 10. 11. 12 

(Captain 12). Track 9 (Captain 9), Chorale 12 

Kara Kessey Volleyball 9 . 10 Softball 9 
Chorale 12 ISSMA 12 

Zachary Kisfalusi National Honor 
Society 11, 12 (Treasurer 12). DECA 10. 11. 

12 (Secretary/Treasurer 12). Panther Press 
10. 11. 12 (Sports Editor 12). Soccer 9. 10. 11. 
12 (Academic All-State 12). Golf 9. 10. 11. 12. 
Academic Teams 9. 10. 11. 12 (Captain 10. 11, 
12), Class Council 10. 11. 12 (Vice President 
10. 11). Science Olympiad 11. 12 (Captain 12) 

Nicholas Kowalski 





Montana Kroslack Football 9. 10 . 
11. 12 

Taylor Lambert 

Michael Lanfear Football 9 Bas- 
ketball 9 ,10 Tennis 11. 12 Baseball 9, 10, 
11. 12 

Nathaniel Lara Baseball 11.12 Art 
Club 12 



Megan Leitzke 

Christine Leslie Swimming 10. 11 

National Honor Society 12 Thespian 9. 10. 
11. 12 Chorale 12 Cross Country 10, 11. 12 
Track 10. 11 FCCLA 10 

Deborah Leslie 

Wayne Lewis Dungeons and Drag- 
ons Club 12. Drama 11, 12 




Brian Little Baseball 9. 10 Tennis 10. 11. 
12 

Jacob Long Soccer 9. 10. 11.12 Swim- 
ming 9. 10, 11, 12 (Captain 11,12) Class Council 
10. 11. 12 (President 10. 1 2) Reflector 10,11.12 
(Editor-in-chief 12) National Honor Society 11, 

12 Chorale 12 Student Council 9. 10, 11, 12 

Taylor Long Cheerleading 9. 10. 11. 12 
Booster Club 9, 10, 11. 12 Track 9. 10 

Jacquelyn Lopez Girls' Tennis 9. 10 . 11 . 
12 International Club 10, 11, 12 Class Council 
11, 12 Student Council 10 , Panther Press 12 
FCCLA 10. 11 




Chit chat 

While standing in the lunch 
line, seniors Jada Harris and 
Michaela Ezell talk about their 
day. "We always talk about how 
our day is going and tell each 
other funny stories," said Harris. 


Picture perfect 

To make sure his pictures turn 
out perfect, senior Eric Weber 
goes through the developing 
process in the dark room. "I 
was developing my pictures for 
my final project," said Weber. 



Amanda Zaborov 


QO 






Ali Pietrucha 


Strut down the halls 
On her way to class, senior Anto- 
nia Lo Vortice checks her phone 
to make it to class on time. "I'm 
late to class sometimes, so I use 
my cell phone to make sure I get 
there," said Vortice 


^ igongs/tfrat Describe Your 
^ rK ▼ /Senior Year! 

* 


‘I Got a Feeling”- Black Eyed Peas 

Jessica Ritter, 1 2 


‘‘Party in tlje U.3A /’-JVIiley Cyrus 

JVIegan Anderson, 1 2 


‘‘Wait bist”All TimeLbow 

Quin BarwieR. 1 2^ . . 


* 

* 






Kylee Loudenber Band 9. 10. 11, 
12 Choir 9, 10,11 FCCLA 9, 10 Drama 9 
Booster Club 9, 10 

Jeremy Lukmann 

Meghan Macak varsity soccer 9, 
10, 11. 12 (Captain 12), Varsity Track and 
Field 9, 10 (Captain 10) 

Adam Mackenthun 




Alexis Mata Drama Club 9, 10, 11. 

12 (Thespian 10. 11. 12). Choir 9. 10. 11. 

12 (Chorale 12). Track 10 Cheerleading 10 
Booster Club 9. 10 

Keeli Matthews 
Michael Mayernik 

Raquel Mazur Soccer 9. 10. 11. 12 
Swimming 9. 10. 11. 12 ACES 9. 10 Hoo- 
sier Girls' State Delegate 11, Band 9. 10, 11 
Reflector 10, 11. 12 Quill and Scroll 12 NWI 
United Soccer 10, 11. 12 





Caitlin McCabe Football Manager 
9, 10 Baseball Manager 10 DECA 9. 10 
Tennis 9 

Ryan McCoy 

Sara Mclnerney Soccer 9. 10. 12 

National Honor Society 11,12 (Vice Presi- 
dent 12), Class Council 9, 10, 11, 12 Pan- 
ther Press 9,10,11.12 (Editor -in-chief 12). 
Student Council 9. 10. 11 

Brittany Medley Football Manager 
9, 10. 11 Track 10 Wrestling Manager 9 
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Lindsay Meece Swimming 

9.10.11.12 (Captain 12) Cross Country 11. 

12 (Captain 12) Track 9,10,11 Soccer 9,10 

Savannah Mendoza choir 9,10.11 

Chorale 12 FCCLA 11. 12 Class Council 

11.12 Track 11 Student Council 12 

Darren Mills 

Kaitlyn Mitchell Pantherettes 

9.10.11.12 (Squad Leader 10,11 Captain 12) 
Booster Club 9,10,11,12 Chorale 12 Student 
Council 12 Class Council 12 International 
Club 9 




Melissa Moisant Color Guard 

10.11.12 Pep band 9,10,11,12 March- 
ing Band 9 Volleyball 9 Concert Band 

9.10.11.12 

Devon Moseley Football 9.10.11 

Soccer 9.10 Baseball 9.10 Track 9.10.11,12 

Dylan Moulesong Swimming 

9.10.11.12 DnD Club 12 

Stephanie Negrete 8asketbaii 

9.10.11.12 (Captain 11,12) Track 9,10.11,12 
(Captain 11.12) Chorale 12 



Pashon Newson-Brady class 

Council 10,11,12 DECA 10,11,12 Track 
and Field 11.12 FCCLA 10.11.12 Math and 
Science Academic Super Bowl 12 Booster 
Club 10.12 SADD 12 Student Council 9 

Joseph Nunez 

Angelina Ojeda Pantherettes 

10.11.12 Soccer 9 Booster Club 10 .11, 12 
FCCLA 9.10 

Vivian Perez Football Manager 10 
Lifeguard 10.11.12 Chorale 12 Booster 
Club 11 





* 
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Homecoming hoopla! 

Using her Homecoming curly 
straw glasses, senior Taylor 
Long sips her chocolate milk. “I 
got my curly straw glasses from 
[senior] Trisha Monroe because 
she decorated my locker for 
Homecoming," said Long. 



8 2 





Justin Phillips Golf 9.10.11.12 Tennis 

10.11.12 (Captain 12) Bowling Team 9. 10,11 
National Honor Society 11,12 Panther Press 

11.12 Choir 9,10 

Ali Pietrucha Swimming 9,10.11,12 (Cap- 
tain 11,12) Volleyball 9,10.11,12 (Captain 12) 
Student Council 9,10,11,12 Class Council 11,12 
National Honor Society 12 Reflector 10,11,12 

Matthew Plawecki Soccer 9.10.11,12 
(Captain 11, 12) Chorale 12 

Sara Popovich Cheerleading 9.10 Track 
9 Booster Club 9,10.11,12 International Club 12 
FCCLA 12 





Andrew Pribyl 

Carissa Quintero soccer 9.10.11.12 
(Captain 12) Basketball 9, 10 Class Council 
10,11,12 Student Council 10,11 Panther 
Press 10,11.12 

Lisa Rafa Reflector 9,10,11. 12 

Sydney Reis Volleyball 9.10.11 (Cap- 
tain 9) Softball 9.10.11.12 





Jessica Ritter Panther Press 
9,10,11,12 (Managing Editor 12) Class 
Council 9.10,11 Student Council 9,10 Cheer 
leading 10 Golf 10 DECA 10,12 Booster 
Club 10 Reflector 12 FCCLA 10 SADD 12 

Ashley Robinson wrestling 9.10.11 
FCCLA 9.10 

Elizabeth Roman 

Patrick Ruesken Football 9 Track 
10.11 



Kristen Pospychala 



Taking it easy 

Taking it easy, senior Natisha 
Wlodarczyk puts her feet up and 
relaxes in class. "I do whatever I 
want in Mrs. Ott's [science] class 
because I took it last year, so it's 
easier the second time taking it," 
said Wlodarczyk. 

Working on homework 

In Jane Villaroman's 5th hour 
physics class, seniors Matt Beck 
and Kyle Carter work on home- 
work. "In physics class I would 
do my AP calculus homework for 
next hour, instead of paying at- 
tention, but I still aced everything 
in Mrs.KV s class," said Beck. 


Pep rally 

During the Homecoming Pep- 
Rally, the seniors decided to pull 
a prank on the freshmen. "A lot 
of the seniors wrote Freshmen 
smell' on masks to get back at 
the freshmen," said Katie Mitch- 
ell. She also added, "The pep- 
rally gets pretty intense." 



Ali Pietrucha 


Q? 





Kalynn Ruiz Softball 9.10.11.12 
Volleyball 9,10.11 FCCLA9.10.il National 
Honor Society 12 

Kimberly Russell Band 9,10.11 

David Rutherford 

Eric Sanders Band 9.10.11.12 North- 

west Indiana Youth Symphony Orchestra 
(Principle Percussionist 12) LaPorte County 
Symphony Orchestra (Percussionist 12) 
South Shore Brass Band (Percussionist 
11.12) Indiana All-State Marimba /Percus- 
sionist Ensemble (Marimba 12) 



Joshua Sanders 
Dominic Scalzitti 

Anne Scheffel Crosscountry 
9,10.11.12 (Captain 10.11.12) Track 

9.10.11.12 (Captain 11,12) 

Valarie Scholte Thespian 10.11.12 

Color Guard 12 National Honor Society 

11.12 National Society of High School 
Scholars 12 Booster Club 9.10.11 D.E.C.A 
10 Chorale 12 



Nicholas Sharp swimming 

9.10.11.12 DECA 10.11 Student Council 9 

Jerry Sharpe 

Stephanie Shively Softball 

9.10.11.12 FCCLA 10.11,12 Choir 9.10.11,12 
(Chorale 12) Volunteer at Humane Society 

11.12 ISSMA State Qualifier 12 

Jason Short 



Shawn Siokos Soccer 9.10.11.12 
Wrestling 9.10.11.12 

Sarah Skertich 
Kyle Smith 

Veronica Smith Wrestling Manager 
9,10.11,12 Soccer 9.10 





Melissa Stadnik Thespian 9.10.11 

Church Volleyball 11.12 Bowling Club 11 
DECA 10 

Dion Stammis 

Kaitlyn SudaC Soccer 9.10.11.12 

Class Council 11.12 Reflector 10,11,12 

Kimberlee Swender fccla 

9.10.11.12 (President 11.12) Thespian 

10.11.12 Chorale 12 Americanism and 
Government Test Winner 12 International 
Club 10.12 (Secretary 12) Humane Society 
Volunteer 11,12 
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Best F)igF) sefjool memory? 

"JVIy favorite high school memory would be when I got my 
license, and all the great times I've had with nry friends.” 

-Kara Buehholz, 1 2 


"JVIy favorite memory was running around all day at the 
career fair and climbing the rock wall.” 

-Jason Villalpando, 1 2 



V 


* 


★ 
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Wfjen I get out 
of fjere„ 


Theres no '/" in team 

Working on a physic's lab 
about trajectory using rocket 
ships are seniors Jill Fitzgerald 
and Sara Popovich. "I really like 
labs because they're a change 
of pace from taking notes and 
make class more interesting," 
said Fitzgerald. 


“I'm going to college for Business management. 
But I’m not sure wfjat college yet.” 

-JMieole Hixon, 1 2 


“I'm either going to Purdue 
Calumet or IUN for mechanical 
engineering and I plan to get a> 
joB and make tf>at money.” 

-Tim Green, 1 2 







Kyle Terpstra Soccer 9.10.11.12 

Basketball 9.10.11.12 (Captain 12) 

Andrew Thomas Bowling 9,10,11 
ACES 9.10.11 

Jared Tibbs International Club 
9.10.11. 12 Panther Press 10,11.12 DECA 
10 

Megan Troksa Choir 9.10,11 Color 
Guard 10.11 






Amanda Valtierra 
Alyssa Van Horssen softball 

9.10.11.12 (Captain 11.12) Volleyball 9.10.11.12 
(Captain 12) Class Council 11,12 Americanism 
and Government Test Winner 1 1 Basketball 9 

Michelle Velez choir 9,10,11,12 Band 

9.10.11.12 Cheerleading 11,12 (JV Captain 12) 
Student Council 11,12 Drama Club 10,11,12 
Thespian 10,11,12 Class Council 11 Booster 
Club 11,12 Art Club 12 Outstanding Choir 
Member Award 11 Talent Show Winner 11 

Jason Villalpando Football 9.11.12 

Crosscountry 10 




Michelle Walczak 

Eric Weber Bowling 10.11.12 (MIP 
10 , 11 ) 

Robert Welch 

Sara Winiecki Pantherettes 10.11.12 

Student Council 9,10,11,12 Booster Club 
10,11,12 International Club 10,11,12 Pan- 
ther Press 9,10,11,12 NHS 11,12 Reflector 9 





Natisha Wlodarczyk 
Michael Zaberdac 

Amanda Zaborowski volleyball 

9.10.11.12 (Captain 10,12) Class Council 

10.11.12 International Club 9,10,11,12 Quill 
and Scroll 12 Reflector 10,11,12 FCCLA 
10,11 Student Council 9 

Abigail Zarndt swimming 9.10.12 

Football Manager 9,10,11,12 Chorale 12 
Choir 9,10,11 
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Learning something new 

Practicing for the junior choir 
concert, junior Clarence Young 
helps junior Alyssa Lanting 
sharpen up her skills on the 
bells before the choir concert 
"I like helping and teaching 
people musical instruments in 
choir," said Young. 


Best 


Eric Bean 
Brian Beaupain 
Amy Belcher 
Elizabeth Biancardi 
Kaitlyn Biancardi 
Timothy Biancardi 

Jack Blount 
Matthew Bluhm 
Logan Bocock 
Calvin Bonewits 
Martin Bowman 
Amanda Boyer 
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Jonathan Acevedo 
Zachary Adams 
Natalie Aguilera 
Ray Alvarez 
Zebriya Anderson 
David Arndt 


Jamere Averyhart 
Melanie Baeza 
Stephanie Baker 
David Baldazo 
Katelyn Barta 
Rebecca Basaleh 


friends 

t forever 

« * 

*■ * 

* » 


Set crew 

The spring musical is a big pro- 
duction that takes a lot of work. 
The set crew builds the whole 
set, and they paint it. They 
spend as much time building 
the set as the actors practice. 
"Set crew is so much fun. We 
are like a family, and it gets bet- 
ter every year," said junior Ja- 
mie Keller. 


"Tony is tfje most r ad man. I 
would donate my liver to fjim.” 
said junior Brian Beaupain. 

“1 love F)im! We Ijang out ev- 
eryday." said junior Tony Hanlin- 


“I love fjanging out witfj fjer 
because ttjere is never a dull 
moment." said junior Alex ba- 
troniea 

"I like Ranging witfj Alex Be- 
cause sf>e brigfjtens my world.*" 
said junior JVelisa Caraballo. 


M-isien rospycnaia 






% 


Samantha Mclnerney 


fil 










Zachary Bozinovich 
Sara Brouillette 
Fernanda Bugarin 
Margaret Butkus 
Matthew Butkus 
Kristi Buxton 



Desiree Cadiz 
Katie Cahill 
Justin Camp 
Mia Campbell 
Kristyn Cannon 
Nelisa Caraballo 



Kyriah Carter 
Avery Chandler 
Cassie Christenson 
Amanda Clark 
Lexey Clarkson 
Tyler Coglianese 




Chrissy Colgrove 
Alejandro Cordova 
Presley Corich 
Choncetta Cotton 
Marcell Cotton 
Nick Crachy 




Notes, notes, notes 

In history class, there are a lot 
of notes to take, but on occa- 
sions the students get to play 
games. "I like history class 
because Mrs. Pramuk is really 
funny," said junior Amy Zellers, 
who was playing a World War II 
version of Jeopardy. 


Cooking and cleaning 

"Pizza is my favorite food to 
cook in Foods II because pizza 
is the best!" said junior Zachary 
Spires. After cooking their pep- 
peroni pizza. Spires and junior 
Corey Hess clean and wash 
their dishes. 


8T 7 










Quinette Craig-Garland 
Garret Craven 
Christopher Curnow 
Laurence Davidson 
Amber DelPrado 
Jillian Dixon 



Michael Dobosz 
Jessica Domanski 
Jaimie Drummond 
Gilbert Eatman 
Melody Elkins 
Nikia Ellison 




Brianna Erwin 
Dylan Etheridge 
Eric Falkner 
Matthew Ficht 
Ryan Fisch 
Andrea Franklin 



Megan Gale 
Roberto Gamez 
Art Garcia 
Stephanie Garcia 
Kaitlyn Gilbert 
Skylar Gilman 








Roberto Gonzales 
David Gonzalez 
Nicholas Goode 
Kevin Graham 
Matthew Grahovac 
Andrew Griggs 




Steven Gronkiewicz 
Holli Haager 
Hannah Hack 
Nicole Hamill 
Cody Hamilton 
Tyler Hamilton 



Anthony Hanlon 
Rachell Hayes 
Tabitha Helfen 
Jessica Hermosillo 
Brooke Hobbs 
Dustin Holycross 




Regina Hope 
Sarah Hurdish 
Daniel Huzzie 
Alex Irvin 
Ashwaq Issa 
Carlos Jimenez 




88 


























Drawing master pieces 

While elaborately drawing fruit 
for art class, junior Derek Mose- 
ley said, "Art class is the best 
part of my day. I like drawing 
because I aspire to be an art 
teacher one day," said Moseley. 

Saving one life at a time 
At the lifeguarding field trip, the 
students learn how it feels to be 
a real life guard at Deep River 
Water Park . "We were just sit- 
ting and making sure that they 
weren't doing anything wrong 
or against the rules, 'said junior 
Steven Gronkiewicz. 



Raquel Mazur 



Raising money 

To get some money to help 
DECA, the members sold pizza 
during lunch. "We decided to 
sell pizza during lunch because 
people complained that they 
didn't want it after school,"said 
junior Anna Schell. 


Eating away! 

Sitting in class enjoying pizza, 
junior Kylee Ulm and class- 
mates celebrate their win of the 
Penny Wars held by the Nation- 
al Honor Society. "I cant believe 
that [junior] Chris [Melton] ate 
a whole pizza," said Ulm. 


Wfjat^was your favorite memory 





of junior year? 

“JVIy favorite memory was Turnabout because it was tfje 
best danee tfjat I ijave been to so far. TF»e environment was 
great!" 

Alex batroniea, I 1 * 


* 

★ * * 




JVIy favorite memory would fjave to be tF>e fgotbalhgarhes 
jeeause all of my friends go.” * * . * *" * V« ^ * w • 


because 
Jordan Rex, 1 1 
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.. Talking with 
• • Taylor Reitz 

k . ' “i wo 

^ * * High] 


work at Froyo in 
Highland." 

“I live off of fast food.” 

* V‘I am very paragiod ” 
“JVIy favorite « 

movie is JVIy » * 

Girl” 




★ * 


JL. 


“JVIy dream is to-go into 
tlje GJ5I field wFjen I 
enter college.” 


Yummy in my tummy 

Juniors Carlos Jimenez and 
Amy Zellers enjoy their pizza 
party for winning the Penny War 
in Luann Pramuks history class. 
“I couldn't get my mind off how 
scrumptuous this pepperoni 
pizza looked," said Zellers. 


QB #8 

Quarterback of the football 
team, junior Calvin Bonewits, 
sits in his science class on a 
game day. "It s hard to concen- 
trate on school when all I can 
think about is being on the grid- 
iron," said Bonewits. 



Da'Shameke Johnson 
Edward Johnson 
Jacob Johnson 
Jeffrey Johnson 
Lindsay Johnson 
Brian Jones 



Kelly Jones 
Kyle Jursic 
Joseph Kalocinski 
Jaime Keller 
Dontrell Kelly 
Daniel Kime 




Joshua Kisfalusi 
Timothy Klingensmith 
Courtney Koleski 
Jayce Lagestee 
Jack LaHaie 
Alyssa Lanting 




90 






Maggie Butkus 



Skyrockets in flight 

Shooting off rockets in physics, 
junior Jeremy Starks, discovers 
gravity. "It was a nice change 
of pace to get out of the class- 
room, but still be learning about 
physics," said Starks. 

Lost in a book 

Reading in Mrs. KV's class, ju- 
nior Art Garcia enjoys his high 
school years. 'It's cool to be 
an upperclassman now, and 
it feels good to be growing up 
faster," said Garcia. 



Maggie Butkus 






Alex Latronica 
Robert Lewis 
Keith Lidster 
Ari Lowe 

Samantha Marker 
Cortney Massa 



Jasmine Mata 
Ashley Matthews 
Tabatha May 
Kyle McCarley 
Cassandra McDaniel 
Samantha Mclnerney 



Jimmy McReynolds 
Megan McVicker 
Christopher Melton 
Raymond Mensah 
Maricarmen Meraz 
Lee Mercer 
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Matthew Mercer 
Rachel Mierzwa 
Danny Miller 
Cody Modglin 
Alexis Morikis 
Parish Morris 




Derek Moseley 
Kyle Mull 
Nicolette Nunez 
Tiriek O'Banion 
Alicia O'Brien 
Timothy O'Shaughnessy 




World domination 

Working on a marketing project, 
junior Matthew Butkus tries to 
color the name of his fictitious 
country. "Just planning world 
domination in marketing, no big 
deal,” said Butkus. 



Mandi Clark 



Brian Orzechowicz 
Lauren Paprocki 
Ashley Parish 
Lindsay Pierce 
Zachary Pirtle 
Christopher Plucinski 



Nicole Poole 
Kristen Pospychala 
Gabrielle Powell 
Katie Ranck 
Emily Reba 
Zachary Reed 















Taylor Reitz 
Derek Revis 
Jordan Rex 
Ryan Riggle 
Charles Roberson 
Billy Rogers 





Imani Ross 
Joseph Rush 
Brittney Sanders 
Anna Schell 
Amber Schoenborn 
Cassandra Shanks 



Maggie Butkus 


Lights, camera, photo! 

To show he is a great photogra- 
pher, junior Tony Hanlon grabs his 
light and works towards getting 
a great shot. "I like photography 
because you capture something 
new every time," said Hanlon. 


School's out 

"The end of the day is the best 
part because I can leave and 
hang out with my friends," said 
junior Justin Camp as he grabs 
his stuff and heads home for 
the day. 



Kristen Pospychala 



Paper time 

Trying to perfect her paper, junior 
Amy Belcher wraps up her essay. 
'The last paragraph is always the 
hardest because it s the conclu- 
sion and I never know what to 
write," said Belcher. 





Lindsey Sopetti 
Michelle Sopetti 
Brandon Soy 
Zachary Spires 
Joseph Spisak 
Jeremy Starks 
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Amanda Zaborowski 


Game night 

"I’m a beast at every board 
game I play," said junior Cody 
Modglin while playing an in- 
tense game of Mad Gab with 
his friends. 

Work time 

While working hard on a work- 
sheet in history class, junior 
Kyle Jursic said, "I enjoy school; 
it's the all the homework we 
get that I don't like." 




Amanda Zaborowski 


Seeing double 

Being a twin has many advan- 
tages when it comes to school. 
"School is a lot easier when you 
have someone to do homework 
with," said junior Tyler Hamili- 
ton while walking to lunch with 
his brother Cody. 


Maggie Butkus 


Just keep swimming 

"Swimming practices were 
really hard this year but they 
payed off in the end," said ju- 
nior Alyssa Lanting while swim- 
ming a few warm up laps dur- 
ing practice. 


WFjats your favorite school lunelj? 

** x. * ■ * * 

*■ “Boseo. sticks with marinara sauce 
because -they're yummy in my tummy.” 
Brandon Spy, 1 1 

“Pizza puffs all tfje way^ because tfjey 
are very tasty, and I love, pizza.” 

Kyle JVIull, il Y + , 

* \ .r, * * * . ’ 

“I love popcorn chicken *ar\d* mac n’ 
efjeese days because our cafeteria la- 
dies ijave some serious cooking skills." 
AsFjley Parish, I I 





James Steinhubel 
Tiffany Strong 
Shauntia Suggs 
Taylor Surowiec 
Tim Takacs 
Amanda Tatge 




Michael Thomas 
Vance Thomas 
Melissa Thrall 
Jeffrey Tinich 
Tyrell Tinnin 
Sara Torres 




Brooke Trueblood 
Jonathen Uchman 
Kylee Ulm 
Kyle Uylaki 
Seth Verbich 
Tyler Vestal 




John Vinson 
Chance's Walker 
Kelsey White 
Megan Wilbert 
Brent Williams 
Tyler Wilson 




Jake Writt 
Andrea Yeager 
Clarence Young 
Richard Zakrzewski 
Amy Zellers 
Joe Zuniga 



Readers are leaders 

During Lexey Clarkson's junior 
English class, special education 
aide Shannon Smith takes time 
away from the classroom to 
read to Clarkson. "Lexey enjoys 
reading very much," said Smith. 
"I love helping her read." 
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;^How do sophomores get to 
** * J ^school? 

Drive (18%)* 


Carpool 

160 %) 


Walk (10%)! 
Bus (12%')’ 



{a ★ 

100 students polled 


Glitz and glam 

"My least favorite part of Pan- 
therettes is all of the drama 
and the Sunday practices,' said 
sophomore Hanna Vrabely. Vra- 
bely prepares for the Panther- 
ette performance at half time 
of a basketball game. 



Eeryn Abram 
Samantha Aguilar 
Cristina Aldape 
Brittany Anderson 
Josh Ashenbaugh 
Amber Atkins 



Erik Augustyn 
Ryan Avalos 
Mallory Baccino 
Caitlin Bailey 
Nathan Bailey 
Amanda Bakko 



Jordanne Banas 
Tyler Barron 
Brianna Bias 
Ryan Biegel 
Katie Blair 
Vanessa Blankenship 








Lisa Blaski 
Ryan Bluhm 
Joshua Bodnar 
Kelsey Bonewits 
James Botkin 
Deonta Bramlett 




Stephanie Brandner 
Brooke Brinkley 
Ashley Brown 
Nicholas Brummet 
Timothy Bullard 
Tiffany Burbridge 



Melinda Burk 
Anton Calvert 
Jeremy Camp 
Jose Cartagena 
Alyssa Carter 
Margaret Cartwright 














Amanda Zaborowski 


Amanda Zaborowski 


The party never stops 

"After the homecoming dance, 
all of the girls spent the night 
in a giant camper in my drive- 
way," said sophomore Kathy 
Villalpando. while out to eat 
at Applebees with her friends 
after the homecoming dance. 

Lunch time love 

Some couples don't find time to 
connect throughout the day. But 
for sophomores Shae Siokos and 
Tyler Yost, hanging out is no issue. 
"My favorite part about lunch with 
Tyler was that I never had to throw 
my tray away. I always make him 
do it," said Siokos. 



Amanda Zaborowski 



Picture perfect 

"We were making a candy 
pizza that was actually really 
good. We used frosting as the 
sauce and M&Ms and Snickers 
as toppings," said sophomore 
Jill Gautreaux while in foods 
class with group members 
sophomore Marisa Mureiko 
and senior Kristina Plucinski. 


Passion for fashion 

"The hardest part about textiles 
is that I'm so horrible at cutting 
the fabric," said sophomore 
Catie Bailey. Bailey is compar- 
ing a different design of fabric 
in textiles class with sopho- 
more Cody LeJune. 
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Buckling down 

Completing his assignment in 
class, sophomore Avery Mal- 
erich is working hard this year. 
"Freshman year was awesome, 
but I need to start focusing on 
the future," said Malerich. 


Getting to know a familiar face: 
Hope Ryan 


“I have many friends, 
but my mains are An- 
dee, Tiff, and Tay.” 

A' ; , 

^ * * 

* « ' v * v * 

* it 

“JVIy favorite part ^ . 
of high school is 
sitting in choir with 
Tay, making fun 
of JVIr. C when h® 
doesn’t even know.” 



“Griffith is differ- 
ent because ev- 
ery other school 
can wear hoodies, 
and we cant.” 

“If I could have any- 
thing I would spend 
a whole day with Mi*- 

Ford. iHasfa luegof 

* * 

* * w * * 

****** 

***• 





Amanda Zaborowski 


Priscilla Caudillo 
Joshua Chalifoux 
Donte Christopher 
Sarah Clark 
Edward Clay 
Janae Cleveland 



Kimberly Colburn 
Brandon Cole 
Michael Concialdi 
Adele Cox 
Rhiannon Cox 
Ellison Cullen 




Donovan Danforth 
Aisha Darrough 
Cody Davidson 
James Davidson 
Alyssa Delgado 
Morgan Dillon 




Benjamin Domanski 
Alice Duhon 
Kylah Eatman 
Needra Ellison 
Amanda Falcon 
Shi Fassoth 
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Learning environments 

Sophomore year brings classes 
that can be harder to handle. 
Luckily for sophomore Jose 
Cartagena, he has friends in 
some classes. "I enjoy Spanish 
because it's not too difficult to 
get through," said Cartagena. 
"I was looking for my graded 
papers." 

Out with friends 

After a night of dancing at 
homecoming, sophomore Mor- 
gan White eats at Red Robin 
with her group. "Homecoming 
was really exciting, but the mu- 
sic was awful," said White. 


Eating with her friends 

"I get made fun of everyday at 
lunch by my friends because I 
sing to Taylor [Stefan], I suck 
though," said sophomore Amy 
Russell. Russell sits with fellow 
sophomore Kalie Lastagarkov. 
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Cole Felde 
Edward Fitzgerald 
Robert Fleishman 
Rachelle Fogarty 
Austin Foster 
Jasmine Fox 






Shawn Gallina 
Rachel Garastik 
Erasmo Garcia 
Stephan Gartman 
Olivia Gates 
Jillian Gautreaux 



Jimmy Gaydos 
Holley Glascoff 
Lucas Glass 
Adriana Gonzalez 
Kyle Gora 
Ryan Graan 





Jodeci Grabos 
Brittany Green 
Kalissa Greenlaw 
Sarah Guistolisi 
Bashar Haddad 
Stacie Hansen 
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Clarissa Hardy 
Courtney Hargis 
Whitney Harwell 
Imani Henderson 
Riley Henderson 
Rhiannon Hilliard 





Raleigh Hinkle 
Donald Hoover 
Tina Horton 
Kody Hosein 
Breona Huff 
Kendall Jenkins 



If you could have a fast- 
food restaurant replace 
the cafeteria . . . 



Jimmy Gaydos, 1 0 

9 8 V 2 D L:sj8msuv 

. . . wfjat would you efpose? 



Mandi Clark 


Safety first 

Experimenting with an un- 
known solution in a test tube, 
sophomore Billy Scheffel heats 
up the solution to identify it. 
"Bio is interesting because we 
learn about different things re- 
lating to life," said Scheffel. 

Swimming for the gold 

Putting his swimming goggles 
on. sophomore Garrett Walter 
prepares to swim a couple laps. 
"At swimming practices we do 
a lot of tough things, but it's 
worth it,” said Walter. 
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Briana Jones 
Michael Kent 
Joel Kepchar 
Peter Kiel 
Adrian Knepper 
Elizabeth Kras 



Kyle Kronland 
Nicholas Kudyba 
Lisa Kurpela 
Jennifer Lanfear 
Kelly Lannin 
Kalie Lastagarkov 
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Cody LeJeune 
Cali Lemus 
Megan Lesniewski 
Michelle Lesniewski 
Garrett Litke 
Tori Louviere 



Avery Malerich 
Patrick Mallard 
Steven Malone 
Haley Marshall 
Natasha Martin 
Leslie Martinez 
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Lifeguarding 101 

Getting strapped into a lifeguard 
gurney by sophmore Josh Bodnar, 
sophomore Lesley Pietsch stands 
firmly against the gurney. "They were 
stablizing my neck and back. It was 
practice for ourfinal scene scenario in 
lifeguarding class," said Pietsch. 


Photo finish 

"Looking through the lens, you 
find magic in unexpected places, 
and when you take the shot you 
make it your own,"said sopho- 
more Alyssa Robertson starting 
to roll her film into the film loader. 



Nicholas Mazur 
Thomas McCoy 
Keelia McDaniel 
Brittni McLemore 
Nathan McNeill 
Robert Megquier 
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Alexander Mendoza 
Alysia Metsch 
Melissa Miller 
Quincy Moore 
Amelia Morales 
Jonathon Morikis 
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Couple 's lunch 

Usually seen together at lunch, 
sophomores Rachelle Fogarty 
and Andrew Short enjoy their 
meal together. "It's so loud in 
lunch we have to yell across 
the table to hear," said Fogarty. 


Food, finally! 

Excited for lunch, sophomore 
Jenny Lanfear gets ready to 
eat. "I don't like waiting for C 
lunch because you sit in fifth 
hour and just wait while you're 
starving," said Lanfear. 
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Future nurse 

Commenting on her goals for 
her future, sophomore Mallory 
Baccino works on her chemis- 
try "After senior year I want to 
go to Purdue North Central or 
Purdue Lafayette to study nurs- 
ing," said Baccino. 


Amusing favorites 

"Photography is my favorite 
class. The people are so amus- 
ing," said sophomore Jianni 
Rivera. There are four stages of 
photography classes at Griffith 
High School. Rivera is in the 
second level of the class. 




•fc » 


3:20-5:30 


BasRet&all Practice 


5:30-6:^30 Gfyeev Practice 

• * r- 


6 : 3 0- S :OP * Homework ** „ * 

* ***** 

“The season was challenging w 

when 1 had practices orJgames 

on the same day.’’ * 

-Emily Witvoet, I 0 


* 



Mandi Clark 
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Sink or swim 

Working on his front crawl 
technique in P.E. class, sopho- 
more Nick Stassin paddles 
through the pool. "Open swim 
was the best because you get 
to goof around," said Stassin. 


Cute t-shirt! 

"I love goofing around and try- 
ing to make awesome clothes 
in textiles," said sophomore 
Courtney Hargis while helping 
fellow sophomore Elizabeth 
Kras, make a shirt in textiles. 
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Tyler Morrison 
Zachary Muller 
Marisa Mureiko 
Brianna Nagel 
Joseph Narolewski 
Eric Navarro 






Mark Nelleman 
Brianna Nelson 
Francisco Nevarez 
Alyssa Niewiadomski 
Ashley Noojin 
Kenneth Norsweather 



Jerry Nowak 
Agnes O'Brien 
Andrew O'Brien 
Angela O'Dell 
Chloe Oliver 
Desiree Perkovich 



Lesley Pietsch 
Ean Plude 
Nikki Rapka 
Sherraid Ray 
Benjamin Reitz 
Billie Reitz 




Mark Rex 
Maya Rice 
Jianni Rivera 
Brandon Robbins 
Katelyn Roberts 
Alyssa Robertson 
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Many memories 

Sophomore Vicki Solivais 
works in Jim Graff's room on 
her project in ceramics class. "I 
was trying to finish painting my 
memory box in time for it to get 
in the kiln for the second firing," 
said Solivais. 


Locker madness 

Making a stop at his locker, 
sophomore Devyn Tucker 
searches around for his books. 
"My locker is messy, so it is 
hard for me to get back and 
forth between my classes and 
locker in time," said Tucker. 



I 
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Catena Root 
Gregory Rothchild 
Nicholas Ruiz 
Amy Russell 
Hope Ryan 
Janessa Salinas 



Esperanza Sanchez 
Tiffany Sanders 
Alejandra Sandoval 
William Scheffel 
Jacob Schnoor 
Sarah Shaffer 




Deshonna Shaw 
Holly Shew 
Andrew Short 
Omar Silva 
Adrienne Simpson 
Romania Simpson 



Shae Siokos 
Jessica Smith 
Rachel Solar 
Victoria Solivais 
Jeremy Soy 
Allen Spejewski 




Emily Stack 
Nicholas Stassin 
Taylor Steffan 
Robert Stevens 
David Stokes 
Nicholas Street 
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Ariana Suarez 
Sarah Sutherland 
Robert Szabo 
Maciej Szczepkowski 
Janessa Tamez 
Ciara Taylor 



Kelsey Taylor 
Jennifer Teasdale 
Alejandra Tellez 
Emilee Trueblood 
Justin Turner 
Megan Tuttle 



Javier Urena 
Joseph Vaclavik 
Miguel Valtierra 
Crystal Vanwhite 
Kathleen Villalpando 
Hanna Vrabely 



George Walker 
Christopher Waller 
Garrett Walter 
Morgan White 
Robyn Williams 
Emily Witvoet 



Nicole Witzke 
Julianne Writt 
Troy Yarnelle 
Tyler Yost 
Jordan Zarndt 
Jessica Zubik 




beaming about Josh 
. AsFjenbaugh 

*#* * 

His favorite series of movies are 

the Harry Potter movies. 

* * 

* 


He plays on the bas- 
ketball. soccer and 
golf team. w , 

* # 

* » 


He paintballs and 
goes to the Dunes 
to sled and snow-* 
board with hist * 
friends. He iyants ’to skydive off 

theJEmpire Estate Building 
before he dies.^ * 


★ » 
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It's a photo shoot 

Shaking her negatives, sopho- 
more Kathy Villalpando shows 
the class how her photos 
turned out. "I was develop- 
ing my negatives. It is difficult 
because if you mess up, the 
photos might come out over ex- 
posed or under exposed," said 
Villalpando. 
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Now that's a reaction! 

Moving back to Griffith after 
living in South Bend, freshman 
Sarah Velasquez prefers our 
small school to the large one 
she was at. "I like to do labs 
here because it's more hands 
on, and I don't like to take 
notes." said Velasquez. 

Mix it up 

In Foods I, freshman Stephanie 
Vounker gets Margie Keithley's 
help on adding food coloring to 
icing. "I took Foods I because 
I like to cook and I wanted to 
learn more," said Younker. "Mrs. 
Keithley is humorous, and she 
makes it enjoyable to learn." 


No shirt, no shoes.... 
Clothing isn't a problem for 
freshman Danny Bolda! Tak- 
ing a quick gander at the day s 
workout. Bolda stretches his 
legs out. "I've been swimming 
since I was 11," said Bolda. "I 
swim the 100 yard breast and 
200 yard IM." 


Anatomy of a.fresfjman’s looker: 

* 




have a couple 'golf clubs, 

I throw in . between 
and a sucker 
been there for, a few 
” Ross JVIyersT 2 

if if * 

“I don’t really go to . m 
locker that much. When 
do, 1 throw stuff in and kie 
it if it doesn’t fit.” Hanna 
Million, 9 



Amanda Zaborowski 



Alisondra Acevedo 
Caylee Adams 
Samantha Adams 
Jesus Aldape 
Bri-anne Andriessen 
Christy Anzur 

Joseph Armstrong 
Taylor Austin 
Khristian Ayala 
Taylor Backe 
Victoria Bacon 
Miranda Baeza 



Destiny Barajas 
Christopher Benko 
Emma Blackard 
William Bogan 
Patrick Bolda 
Tjeie Bonapartee 
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Raquel Mazur 


Practice makes perfect 
"Hanging out with all the older 
girls was the best part about 
this year because I can improve 
by what they tell me." said 
freshman Christy Anzur. Anzur 
participated on the junior var- 
sity soccer team. 

The layers of homework 

Working diligently, freshman 
Emily Linders sketches the 
Earth's layers for Earth Science. 
"I don't really like the class be- 
cause we take a lot of notes," 
said Linders. "I wish we did 
more labs." 


Raquel Mazur 

■ ■■■■■ 
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Brandon Botkin 
Devon Bramlett 
Katie Bridges 
Brett Brinkley 
Austin Brown 
Caitlin Brown 


Brandon Brummet 
Willetra Caldwell 
Ryan Camp 
Julian Cartagena 
Anthony Carter 
Manon Carter 


Robert Cheek 
Gabriel Cherry 
Caitlin Christenson 
Adam Cioroianu 
Miryea Cisneros 
Ailey Clark 
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^ F;resF)meri Fears! 

dnt know anybody m’myilunchj 


"I didn' 


and I didn't want to sit by myself 
Taylor Backe, 9 


Where to 
sit at lunch 
( 46 %) 


"I didn't want to embarrass 
myself in front of the whole 
school." 

yQfotlMltl^S^ Maegan Glass. 9 


100 students polled 


* + 

** ;* 

& ** 

I didn't want to look stupid and 

walk into the wrong class.” 

Zach Grin, 9 


208 


Cole Clark 
Miles Collins 
Armando Cordova 
Brian Corrie 
Evelyn Creech 
TyJuan Culbreath 

Mia DalSanto 
Jose Davila 
Aminata Diallo 
Alexander Diaz 
Stephanie DiSanto 
Sean Downs 

Kailie Drummond 
Stephen Duhon 
Cory Dunagan 
Juliana Duvnjak 
Kimberly Dye 
Jamil Eason 

Ann Ficht 
Andrew Figueroa 
Andrew Fowler 
Sarah Galambos 
Brandon Gale 
RaShawn Gamble 




Down time 

Between classes freshman Ben 
Parish goes to his locker. "Going 
to my locker is my five minutes 
of freedom that I love. 'said Par- 
ish. A lot of students use this 
time to catch up with friends 
and get ready for the next class. 











Kaitlynd Gardner 
Ashlan Gary 
Blaire Gearhart 
Alyssa Gebo 
Maegan Glass 
Joseph Golub 





Lauren Gonzales 
Jordan Gonzalez 
Kaitlyn Gonzalez 
Abagail Grabos 
Austin Griggs 
Zachary Grin 





Irene Gutierrez 
Sierra Gutierrez 
Vivian Haddad 
DeAndre Hannsberry 
Al-Monteser Hassan 
Mercedes Hermosillo 




Reyna Hernandez 
Justin Herrera 
Jay Hicks 
David Higgins 
Daizja Hill 
Jillian Holtzer 



Sibling rivalry 
At swimming, brothers sopho- 
more Nick Kudyba and fresh- 
man Thomas Kudyba get yelled 
at for messing around and not 
getting business done. "Having 
my brother on the team helps 
me push myself," said Thomas. 



Learning in different ways 

Instead of sitting in a desk, 
Spanish I went to the comput- 
er lab to get more practice on 
the vocabulary and grammar 
of the lesson. "The computer 
programs help get one on one 
time with the vocabulary," said 
freshman Caylee Adams. 


Going for the goal 

Freshman Rosie Quintanilla 
runs down the field to score 
the next goal for the JV soccer 
team. "After getting a goal I feel 
good about myself and that I 
accomplished what I came out 
to do." said Quintanilla. 
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Kristianna Hosein 
Angel James 
Natalie Jancosek 
Ariana Jenkins 
Jacqueline Johns 
Ellen Johnson 



Darien Jones 
Matthew Kauchak 
Rachael Kazmer 
Jack Kessey 
Timothy Keys 
Mathew Kitzmiller 




David Koen 
Derrick Kong 
Jacob Koselke 
Ciarra Kroslack 
Thomas Kudyba 
Amanda Kuiper 




Sarah Kuna 
Shannon Kunka 
Emily Kuzmanoff 
Dylan Lambert 
Alexandria Larios-Lomeli 
Colin Laviolette 



James Leslie 
Marica Lewis 
Sydney Lidster 
Emily Linders 
Katelyn Lisle 
Abigail Little 





Richard Little 
Jordan Long 
Jacob Loomis 
Taylor Losiniecki 
Taylor Louie 
Kelsie Lunsford 




Brittany Maglish 
Steven Marquez 
Brandon Martin 
Jacqueline Martinez 
Melissa Martinez 
Joseph May 



Tiffiny McDaniel 
Sarah McGivney 
Cynthia Mclnerney 
Allison Meece 
Alyssa Melchor 
Krystal Mendoza 
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Munching in lunch 

Lunch is a time where you get to 
take a break from your classes and 
satisfy your hunger. "I like lunch 
because I get a chance to eat and 
talk to all of my friends," said fresh- 
man Joey Armstrong. 


Taking care of business 

Information technology is a class 
that teaches students useful busi- 
ness skills. "I was working on a 
Power Point presentation on the 
computer,” said freshman Kailie 
Drummond. 


Rushed for time 

Students have only a few minutes 
to go to their lockers, socialize, 
and navigate through 8 Hall, H 
Hall, and D Hall. "Sometimes it's 
hard to get to class on time since 
we only have five minutes," said 
freshman Melissa Smith. 


Freshmen on ice 

Some students on the iceskating 
field trip were skating like pros, but 
others were on the ice for the first 
time. "It was my first time skating, 
but it turned out to be a lot of fun," 
said freshman Janelle Owzcarzak. 


She's the MANager. 

Being a football manager is like 
a job to freshman Taylor Louie. 
For each practice and game, 
she makes sure the football 
players are hydrated, and their 
equipment is ready to be used. 
"I have a blast being with the 
other managers and football 
players/'said Louie. 


Ali Pietrucha 


Middle Selpol vs> HigFj geljool 

^ *. * 

•■Coming from gt.*JVia_py'& ^ ‘Tfje teaefjers give a 
a Big difference would Be. , lot more work in Fjigfj 


no uniforms.” 
Jeanette Salazar. 9 


A 


* 


school.” 

Karis Wfjite, 9 


"Tfje Biggest difference 
for me would Be tfje 
amount of people in 
tfje seljool." 

Emily Kuzmanoff, 9 


* "Tfje re are a lot more 
eluBs.and sports to 
Be involved in.’ 
Stepfjanie Y ounker, 

9 V. , * 


*** 

* * J 
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Away from the books 

Instead of taking another class 
where you work from a book, 
freshman Anna Steinhubel 
decided to take a different ap- 
proach. "In information technol- 
ogy the Excel projects help me 
with my computer skills," said 
Steinhubel. 

Shape it up! 

"I like gym because it's a great 
way to hang out with your 
friends and stay fit," freshman 
Mercedes Hermosillo said. The 
P.E. classes played basketball 
for a week in the main gym. 



Dillon Metsch 
Hannah Million 
Emily Mitcheltree 
Jackie Morales 
Jodi Morales 
Abigail Muffett 

Amber Murphy 
Ross Myers 
Preston Nelson 
Allison Nolan 
Chloe Norton 
Miguel Nunez 

Christopher O'Brien 
Katie Oros 
Lindsey Osborn 
Janelle Owczarzak 
Kamora Owens 
Alexandra Page 
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Nicole Hamill 


Practice for success 
Playing her bass clarinet, fresh- 
man Nia Ross is getting ready 
for an upcoming concert. 'Prac- 
ticing my instrument helps me 
prepare for performances," said 
Ross. 

That's so funny 

Three girls were walking into 
the lunch room laughing about 
having to take the picture. "We 
were trying not to look at the 
camera, which made us laugh 
even more," said freshman Ari- 
ana Jenkins. 



; -Freshmen goals &y senior year 

¥■ * * 


a 


n "To get first place in the talent show." 
AlexDiats* 


* , * * 

Be captain of the swimming team. 

Stephanie Disanto, 9, 



A 


"Get straight A s 
Sean Downs, 9 




* 


Make a band (not on a video'game)." 


1 *. 




★ * 

♦ * 


Kailie Drummond, 9 ^ 








Ashlyn Paris 
Benjamin Parish 
Tyler Pena 
Ashley Pinkham 
Chris Pirtle 
Brooke Pospychala 




Rosie Quintanilla 
Kaitlin Ray 
Kiara Reed 
Jamie Rex 
Moriah Rice 
Jose Rivera 



Forrest Roe 
Nia Ross 

Andrew Rothchild 
Julia Saberniak 
Jeanette Salazar 
Evelyn Sanders 
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Sabrina Santos 
Brian Scheeringa 
Chelsea Scofield 
Matthew Seiluns 
Steven Sharp 
Chelsea Shinkle 






Karina Silva 
Ashley Sims 
Jesse Smith 
Melissa Smith 
Telia Smith 
Stefan ie Soy 
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"It's hard because I 
struggle with grammar. 
Andrew Fowler, 9 


Other 


"It's hard to try and learn a 
whole new language." 

Ben Parish, 9 



Algebra 1(11%) 


Geometry 

(23%) 


Hardest 
class as a 
freshman 

60 people polled 



^ ^ 

"I just dornt understand 
what's going on." 
Ariana Jenkins, 9 


Eating Lunch 

While sitting down for lunch, 
freshman Andrew Zarndt en- 
joys conversing with friends. "I 
like lunch because I enjoy the 
time away from my classes and I 
also get the chance to finish any 
homework I have left to do," said 
Zarndt. 
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Joshua Steele 
Anna Steinhubel 
Deena Suboh 
Ashley Summers 
Ashley Thomas 
Tyler Thomas 



John Tibbs 
Michelle Torres 
Michelle Urena 
Maria Valladares 
Ruben Vargas 
Destiny Villalobos 
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Anna Vogel 
Deziree Walker 
Joseph Washack 
Patrick Weber 
Stacy Weber 
Karis White 




Jesse Yarnelle 
Dale Young 
Stephanie Younker 
Selena Zamudio 
Andrew Zarndt 
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Catching up 

Freshman Allie Meece catches up 
on what she missed in the first 
part of the day. "I enjoy lunch be- 
cause I like to catch up with friends 
and Kelly [a lunch lady] makes 
me a special lunch because I'm 
vegetarian/'said Meece. 


Food drive party 

While eating pizza, freshmen 
Jackie Morales and Shannon 
Kunka enjoy a free period in 
journalism. "It was really cool 
to be rewarded for winning the 
food drive," said Morales. 




Ali Pietrucha 


Fashion trend 

Relaxing in the library, fresh- 
man Sebrina Santos, enjoys a 
study hall period, while wear- 
ing Ugg boots. "Many girls 
throughout the school wear 
Ugg boots every day and I 
think they give the impression 
of dressing nice. I like to dress 
nice," said Santos. 
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Tougher classes 

Working hard in school is a very important part of a Griffith student’s life. Whether a freshman or a senior, all students have something to work 
hard for in this school. Freshmen Ali Acevedo and Darien Jones work on assignments in textiles class often. Textiles is a nice class for many to take 
some relief off of a tough schedule. With harder classes in science and math, many freshmen tend to feel a lot of pressure with all the harder classes 
that are now requirements to take. “This year is a lot harder than it was in middle school. 1 don’t have as many blow-off classes like I did before,” 
said Jones. “If I didn’t have friends in my classes, school would be unbearable.” 

Even though some people have a tough time adjusting to a new rigorous schedule in high school, other students have an easier time adjusting to 
high school. “I have a lot of easy classes that I take,” said freshman Emma Blackard. “I think that math is a lot easier than it was in middle school. 
Even though biology is a lot harder than life science, I think this year has been better.” 

For seniors, AP classes can frustrate a lot of people. AP English at Griffith is known to be a lot more overbearing than regular English classes. “AP 
English is a large step up from regular English. Mrs. Collard gives out way more homework than I have ever gotten, and getting used to it is difficult 
at first,” said senior Carissa Quintero. “Eventually, I adjusted because it became routine to get a lot of homework in that class. Even though this year 
has been a lot harder, I’m really enjoying my last year at Griffith.” 


Reading in peace 

One of the many enjoyments of 
life during the day at GHS is read- 
ing a book. With a rigorous sched- 
ule, reading during free time can 
help people to relax and enjoy 
themselves. Griffith students have 
followed the trend in the world of 
reading Twilight series and other 
books of that nature. 

"Books are a great escape from 
having to deal with classes. I enjoy 
the library atmosphere so much 
that I try to be in there often," said 
senior Caity Hayes. "Reading, is a 
common hobby of mine that ev- 
eryone can enjoy. Reading is ben- 
eficial to school and can only help 
people." 


Enjoying her rewards 

Relaxing in Kristina Collard's 
journalism class is junior Mia 
Campbell. Her fourth hour journal- 
ism class earned a pizza party by 
donating the most items per per- 
son for the student council spon- 
sored food drive. Along with the 
pizza, the students also received 
pop, pasta, and wings. 

"[The pizza party] was really fun," 
said Campbell. "We all chipped in 
money each week for shopping. I 
went one of the weeks. Mrs. Col- 
lard was really supportive of us, 
so she helped us out as well. She 
let us watch t.v. while we ate our 
pizza and pop, and she also just let 
us have a free day." 


Outside of the classroom 

Sometimes, words can't fully 
teach a lesson. Luckily for science 
classes, there's a forest near the 
school. This forest gives students 
an opportunity to see what they 
are studying. However, some stu- 
dents just enjoy not having to do 
homework. Junior Zach Adams 
exams a leaf in his earth science 
class. 

"For earth science, we went out- 
side when it was warm. We got to 
see exactly what we were learn- 
ing so it was a neat experience," 
said Adams. "I like hands-on sci- 
ence because it's awesome to re- 
late what we re learning in class to 
real life." 


Enjoying classes 

Of the many classes offered at 
Griffith, senior Shanlynn Bias en- 
joys taking interior decorating. 
In this class. Bias had the oppor- 
tunity to learn about designing 
rooms. For their final project, the 
class was divided into groups. The 
groups then got to redecorate a 
certain teacher's extra space. 

"I love to design. Taking this 
class gave me an opportunity to 
see what my future could be if I 
become an interior decorator," 
said Bias. "This class was also 
pretty easy for me so it was a nice 
change from the hard classes I 
have to take to maintain my top 
ten status." 
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Lending a helping hand 

At the board showing her class- 
mates an example in calculus 
is senior Jane Hurdish. "I try 
to help my peers nicely under- 
stand without actually giving 
them the answers," said Hur- 
dish. 

Knuck for goodluck 

Before a test in one of his ad- 
vanced classes, senior Andrew 
Thomas gives his classmate a 
good luck “knuck." "It helps me 
mentally get ready to ace my 
test," said Thomas. 


We aie 
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Page by ; 3rooke Trueblood 

Freihmtan tg it niwr- Every year, the senior class has a selected group of students that have the highest 
grades and grade point averages in the school. These are ten students that have worked hard the four years 
they spent here at GHS to get a spot in the top ten. Some kids attending Griffith High School slack the first 
year or two and really buckle down the rest of their high school career. For others, it’s the opposite. They 
work hard for a year or two or even three, but let loose for their last couple of years. But for academic 
achievers, such as those who make up the top ten, the hard work travels with them from freshman to senior 
year. Students also take more advanced and AP classes to get a head start on college and make their tran- 
script more impressive. One of these students who like to challenge themselves is senior Amber Crook. “ I 
took AP classes because it looks good for colleges and helps my chances of getting accepted,” said Crook. 



Ig|g Ten Winner- The top ten are invited to a special dinner held every year in their honor. The dinner was 
held on Sunday, April 25th at the high school in B Hall. A program was made with a page dedicated to each 
student giving details to what they will be doing in the future, favorite classes, and other information. Each 
student gets to invite their parents and a favorite teacher to have dinner with them. The student then says 
a few choice words about the teacher they selected. “I think it’s awesome that we get to pick a teacher to 
go with us because it’s nice to give back to the people who have made an impact on our lives,” said senior 
Rachel Cooper. She decided to invite Scott MacFarland, business, to this year Top Ten Dinner. 

Keeping it in the Fuamilij- It is a common belief that brains run in the family. For some current and 
past students here at GHS, that statement holds true. Flashing back to the 2007-2008 school year, the Vale- 
dictorian and Salutatorian were Ellen Hurdish and Amy Fitzgerald. The 2009-2010 Valedictorian is Jane 
Hurdish, Ellen’s younger sister, and Jill Fitzgerald. Amy’s younger sister. “I think it’s cool that we have that 
in common, and we both could accomplish that for my family,” said senior Jane Hurdish. There are other 
examples or siblings following in the footsteps of their older brother or sister. The 2009-2010 class president 
is Jake Long, and a 2007-2008 class president was Jake’s older brother. Josh Long. 

fartaduatign- For graduation, the top ten get a few special honors and recognitions. Every member of the 
elite group wear gold cords along with their cap and gown. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian both give a 
speech, along with the class president. The Valedictorian welcomes the class to graduation, and the Saluta- 
torian wishes she graduating class well in their journey into the next step of their lives. “I want to try and 
think of something inspirational to say in my speech. I want people to get something out of it,” said senior 
and Salutatorian Jill Fitzgerald. The top ten also receive their diplomas first before the remainder of the 
students are called up alphabetically. 
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£Ve/? f/»ey neec/ help! 

'Mrs. Collard was helping me 
with something for my news- 
paper ad," said senior Justin 
Phillips, getting confirmation 
on the information for his ad. 
Phillips has been a member of 
Panther Press for two years. 






Amanda Zaborowski 


Amanda Zaborowski 


Last minute cramming 

To fully prepare herself for an 
exam, senior Shanlynn Bias has 
a quick study session during 
class. "I try to take notes and re- 
member everything from them 
so I only have to study for ten to 
fifteen minutes," said Bias. 


Business and pleasure 

Catching up on his homework 
during his aide hour, senior 
Zach Kisfalusi works on finish- 
ing his work before he leaves 
school. "I try to manage my time 
well so I'm not overwhelmed in 
any class." said Kisfalusi. 


****** 
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Note taking! 

Getting ready to take notes in 
AP English, senior Jackie Lopez 
took out her packet to help her 
follow along with the lesson. "I 
like English because it is a chal- 
lenge," said Lopez. 


Draw it up 

"AP Art History is interesting 
because you learn about dif- 
ferent types of art," said junior 
Nicolette Nunez, while pointing 
to the different art pieces and 
sharing with students what she 
just learned about them. 



Maggie Butkus 


What was the hardest part about AP Dual 



fcreelit classes? 


"The hardest thing was all the homework we have to do 
every night," Ashley Darrough, 12, AP Calculus. 


"AP Art History's test are some of the hardest things in the 
class/Trisha Monroe,12, AP Art History. 




Catching up on Reading 

Sitting in AP English, senior 
Andrew Thomas reads Hamlet. 
"Reading Hamlet was exciting, 
but it's hard to remember what 
is for what class because I'm in 
more then one AP class,"said 
Thomas. 

Working hard 

There are a lot of other ways 
to learn beside the textbook. 
In AP Bio they use paper chains 
to represent the enzymes and 
how they work. "The class can 
be really hard some times, but it 
helps learning other ways.' said 
junior Katie Cahill. 




"Trying to learn what all the new words mean and how 
they apply to what I'm learning," Chris Melton.11, Bio II. 
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Teaching Spanish 

Getting in front of the class 
can be hard some days, but it 
helps others learn the language 
faster. "I think it helps students 
when they are taught by a fel- 
low student," said senior Aman- 
da Valtierra. 


We are 
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Bu«al kteJih- Enrolling in a duel credit class does not mean twice as much homework, but it does mean 
more money. “You do not only have to pay the high school fee, but also the college tuition,” said senior 
Jessica Breclaw. The class is not like a regular high school class. In some classes, the grades are all based 
on test scores. No homework grades are taken. These are offered either at Griffith or the college campus. 

“I left at 7th hour and went over to Purdue Calumet for a psychology course,” said Breclaw. One benefit of 
taking a dual credit class is getting an idea of what college will be like. “By working a little harder in high 
school, I will not have to take as many credit hours next year in college,” said Breclaw. 


AP damei- AP class were offered in a variety of subjects like English, math, Spanish, art history, and biol- 
ogy. Expectations in these classes are set higher. “Regular classes do not have the responsibility of having 
summer reading, extra vocabulary, and mock AP essays,” said senior Zach Kisfalusi. The semester grades 
are weighted on a 5.0 scale rather than a 4.0 scale. These classes not only help you with your GPA, but they 
also help prepare you for college. “After taking AP English, I hope to gain the knowledge in my writing 
skills that can help me in college,” said Kisfalusi. At the end of the AP class, an exam is given. Throughout 
the course, the assignments prepare you for the exam. If you pass with a high enough score you will receive 
college credits. “A person can gain college credits for their work in high school and have the hard work ethic 
and dedication needed in college,” said Kisfalusi. 


faraeluutinq requirements- Students wishing to receive an honor diploma at graduation must meet 
these new guidelines starting with the graduating class of 2010. Students must take on AP or dual credit 
course. These courses must be approved by the college board to be considered as dual credit. “Extensive 
course description and syllabus are submitted by our teachers and the college board determines if they 
qualify as an AP course. Courses that are accepted by universities qualify as a duel credit,” said Michelle 
Udchitz, guidance. Those classes use a different grading scale. AP courses receive one additional point to- 
wards a student’s GPA. “Students are automatically eligible for AP English and calculus if they maintain a 
“C” or above in their enriched English or math. Students are eligible for other AP courses with applications, 
teacher recommendations, test scores, and their GPA,” said Udchitz. 
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The best pmrt of eleotive^lomef one 



“...ujctiinq to hunti| with mi| 
friend* in textile!, while I tew und 
intake wlwthet at the tame time.” 
-Elizabeth Krat. lb 


“...u|elting| to have a break from 
all of ijeur ether terieut olattet 
-Aile«| Clark, 9 



' ...beinu| able to take a blast in 
the thine|t I abtuallij like to do. 
lb -Zao Adams, 1 1 






Amanda Zaborowski 
In psychology 
Another good thing about elec- 
tives is that you get hands-on 
learning experiences. "I re- 
ally enjoyed the dissection. The 
brain felt squishy and smelled 
rank, but the worst part was 
trying to cut the outer menin- 
ges because the slimy thin lay- 
er just wouldn't peel off!" said 
junior Michelle Sopetti. 
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Presentations, and more 

Some electives, such as foods, 
require a lot of concentration 
and precision. The class can be 
exciting for finals and projects, 
as well, "I was presenting my 
final project which was really 
easy. I made snicker doodles 
and they were really good, " said 
sophomore Desiree Perkovich. 

Working and sewing 

While in textiles, freshman Ev- 
elyn Creech works on her paja- 
ma pants. "My favorite project 
was the frog pillow because we 
donated them, and I also made 
them for my family during 
Christmas time," said Creech. 





Raquel Mazur 


We we 
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Artistit- Some students like to show off their creative side here at GHS. Instead of the same old core classes 
every hour, students have the option to take artistic classes such as photography, ceramics, and interior deco- 
rating. “I really enjoy photography because I get to express myself by taking pictures. My favorite assign- 
ment was mood/ emotion because I got to show myself through another person,” said junior Ray Alvarez. 

For the final exam in interior decorating, the students got the chance to decorate Kristina Collard’s journal- 
ism office. “Our class was divided into groups and my group won so we got to redecorate the office. It took 
us a week and we had to cram everything in because there was so much to do in so little time. The finished 
project was graded on your work ethic, so you couldn’t just stand around,” said senior Angelina Ojeda. 

Muiital- More exciting elective classes that are available for students are band and choir classes. Band is 
a seventh hour class in which they use that time to practice for game and competitions. “I like how I never 
get homework in band. I get to play my instrument at the games which is exciting because I get to help cheer 
on the team,” said junior Katie Cahill. 

Another enjoyable class that many students take is choir. It fulfills the art credit requirement and it’s good 
for people who enjoy singing. “I love to sing in choir, but when we aren’t singing I socialize and do my 
homework,” said freshman Anthony Carter. 

Foreign lanquiaqii- Bonjour! Hola! These are the first words that most people learn in a foreign lan- 
guage. For a college bound student you must take at least two years of a foreign language. French and 
Spanish are considered electives, though. “My favorite Spanish saying is ‘ve te chica,’ which means, ‘you 
go girl,”’ said junior Anna Schell. 

“Everyday I learn new words in English, and I like to find out what the are in French,” said freshman 
Andrew Fowler. 



Raquel Mazur 


Deep river 

One of the perks to taking an 
elective, such as lifeguarding, 
is taking fieldtrips to interest- 
ing places. "We went to Deep 
River water park and got to 
work with the lifeguards. We 
also learned signs they use and 
how the park is ran," said soph- 
omore Kalie Lastagarkov. 


Making ceramics 

During ceramics class, senior 
Josh Hansen works diligently 
on his ceramic guitar. "I like to 
make things with my hands, 
and the guitar was very inter- 
esting to make," said Hansen. 



Raquel Mazur 


Making copies for English 

Being a teacher aide is also 
another option for an elective. 
Aides help teachers by mak- 
ing copies, grading papers, 
and keeping things organized 
'I like being an aide because 
you don't have to take a final," 
said senior Kyle Carter. 


12 


Credits for graduation 
Diligently working to increase 
her number of credits, senior 
Melissa Stadnik works in credit 
recovery. "I'm taking govern- 
ment in credit recovery," she 
said. Many students take credit 
recovery to gain enough cred- 
its to be eligible for graduation. 
Forty-seven credits are needed 
to graduate. 


Mind-boggling 

Working out some tough SAT 
problems, juniors Art Garcia, 
Cody Modglin, and Eric Bean 
gather together. "The SAT class 
is gnarly because it has a nice 
vibe and I like learning the tips 
and tricks," Garcia commented. 
The class met on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 



Mandi Clark 
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Viewing college 

On a college day at the College 
of Court Reporting in Hobart 
junior Maggie Butkus said, "I 
was interested in viewing this 
college because it's the school 
I plan to attend after high 
school." 


Early help 

"I signed up for the 21st Century 
scholarship in eighth grade," 
said junior Brittney Sanders. "I 
want to attend IUN or IU Bloom- 
ington to be a dentist," she add- 
ed. This scholarship can be used 
for any Indiana college. 



Mandi Clark 
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Stressful SAT' s For many high school students, the SAT and ACT could be considered the biggest tests of 
their high school career. The Scholastic Aptitude Test, most commonly known as the SAT is a major fac- 
tor in determining if a student will be accepted into a college. “It was nerve-wracking [taking the SAT’s] 
because you need it to get in college, and it’s important for the future,” said junior Katie Gilbert. The ACT, 
or the American College Test, can also be taken and submitted to colleges. The highest possible score on the 
SAT is 2400, while the highest possible on the ACT is a 36. There were seven chances for students at GHS 
to sign up to take the up to five hour test. Senior Jeremy Hardin said, “I chose to take the SAT my junior year 
in November because it worked the best with my sports schedule.” 

Wtaitinej faame Sending in your application in to colleges that you would like to attend can be very stress- 
ful. The SAT and, if you took it, the ACT score, must be included as well as your high school transcripts, 
admission essay, and even a letter of recommendation if the college requires it. Letters back from the school 
usually can take anywhere from four to eight weeks, depending on the time it was sent in and the amount 
of applications the school is receiving. “It took a month for West Virginia to respond, but I finally got ac- 
cepted!” senior Pat Ruesken exclaimed. 

fceHiny Rvgauiq As we say goodbye to the seniors, they say hello to college. The students are deciding 
what college they want to go to and what to buy for their dorm. “I’m going to Depauw because they want 
me to play [baseballl for them,” senior Samuel Carter said. There are quite a lot of items incoming freshmen 
need for their first year of college; new bedding, picture frames, a laptop and many other supplies are needed 
to make a college dorm feel like home. Senior Jeff Godlewski said, “I’m taking my car to IU Northwest so 
I can come home when I need to.” 

Saviny Money College tuition isn’t cheap, especially in a recession like ours today. So saving any money 
really can be a big help to a parent’s checkbook. There are many variations in scholarships; the Lilly En- 
dowment Scholarship offers four-year, full tuition scholarships to Indiana students that apply. They differ 
in amount, qualifications, and requirements. There are essays a student can write and submit, as well as 
getting an academic or athletics scholarship to a school. “Any scholarship sent here goes in the scholarship 
bulletin,” guidance counselor Tom Golumbeck said. “Every junior and senior should check it monthly,” he 
added. 


Family school 

Discussing course options with 
guidance counselor Michelle 
Udichtz. senior Alicia Begeske 
said, Tm going to IU because 
most of my family goes there 
and I visited the campus and re- 
ally liked it.” 


Who* 


<*,9inq 


“I'm wjoimy to Har- 
vard to ituelq law.” 
-Peter Sepulveda, 1 2 


“I’m ejoiru) to Trine 
University tu play 
football and study 
engineering." 

-S«n) Stidham. 1 1 



where? 

“I’m «joina| to play 
basketball and 
study bioloujy at IU- 
Seuth Bend.” 

-Lauren Hansen. I 2 


“I want to qe to 
cosmetology school 
in fchicaeje." 

-Taylor Lony. I 2 
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Cook it up 

Taking some food to the oven, 
junior Jake Writt enjoys the cu- 
linary art class in the Hammond 
Career Center. "I love to cook, I 
can't wait to become a chef 
and taking this class is an easy 
way to learn," said Writt. 


Open Wide 

Examining a career center stud- 
net's mouth, senior Natisha 
Wlodarczyk observes the char- 
acteristics of the mouth."l am 
scaling her teeth for plaque and 
other stuff," said Wlodarczyk 

Suds and Style 

At the career center, senior 
Alysa Finck washes a clients 
hair before she cuts it. "I like 
the career center because it 
gives me experience in the 
field," said Finck. 


Mandi Clark 
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Yum 

Assisting her instructor, 
senior Shanon Carpenter 
watches the teacher fry 
some eggs in her culinary 
class.This class is hard but 
is very enjoyable," said Car- 
penter, 

Recording and reporting 
One of the assignment's for 
journalism was to find dif- 
ferent kinds of news stories. 
"The class was interesting 
because you learn about all 
different types of news," said 
freshman Abby Grabos. 
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Terafch ijour wtaij to an A Some kids go to the career center in the morning to leam about a career, but 
then there are others who go to the elementary schools and help teach the younger kids the basics. Cadet 
teachers have to grade papers, make copies and also help kids one on one. “I go to Franklin every day 
to help out the fifth grade classes,” said senior Jacquelyn Lopez. The cadet teachers help the elementary 
schools during the first two hours of the day. The career center students come back to our school at the 
beginning of fourth hour. 

New Tethneleqij This year our school was introduced to new technology. We received a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education allowing us to purchase 16 Interwrite boards that have been distributed 
throughout the district. Each board costs approximately $1,200. Our high school received five out of the 
16. The rest went to the elementary schools and middle school. “Mr. Santori uses his board a lot in class. 

I like it because he doesn’t have to repeat himself and I can just look at the board,” said junior Fernanda 
Bugarin. 

Over the summer, our journalism room and library were given brand new computers for the upcoming 
year. In the library, the computers were upgraded because they were so heavily used. In the journalism 
room, the computers were replaced for the demand in new software. 

R?viewine| the fadi All classes have tests. Whether it is going to be easy or not, the test has to be 
taken. Some teachers like helping out the students the day before by playing a review game. “Mrs. 
Chidichimo’s review basketball game is the best review game,” said senior Jose Ciseneros, who 
thinks that review games help people out on the test. Tests are important in every class, studying for 
the test is essential. 
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Name: Chris Curnow 
Grade: Junior 

Career center class: Digi- 
tal Imaging and Design 

Q: What is hard 
about career cen- 
ter? 

A: "Just learning the 
basics and knowing 
what to do." 

Q: What's your 
favorite thing 
about it? 

A: "We learned how 
to design graphics 
on our own shirts." 

Q: Do you plan 
on pursuing that 
career? Why? 

A: "Yeah, I would 
like to get a job as a 
graphic designer." 
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Luuqhter gjelt ui thruuu|h the Jwuj- When it comes to school, the day seems to just drag on. Hour after 
hour, class after class, most of us cannot wait to finally go home, kick back, and relax. Everyone has their 
own remedies to get through it all, but the one everyone can relate to is humor. Laughter relieves stress and 
makes time fly by. “I enjoy having my friends in my classes,” said senior Sara Winiecki, “When we laugh 
and have a friendly atmosphere, it makes the day go by faster.” When sitting in a boring class, having a few 
chuckles doesn’t just make the time fly, but it is also shown to strengthen the immune system, reduces food 
cravings, and even increase one's pain tolerance. Skip the doctor and find a class clown! It’s cheaper, closer 
by, and more exciting! 

Th? “I itan't believe they laid that!" mumcnti- Joking around is all fun and games, until someone 
gets offended. Most of the time, teachers end up unhappy. Students may get sent to the office, detentions, 
or even written up for their humor at times. Sometimes, students just need to gauge how a teacher is feel- 
ing that day and make sure that they aren’t doing it at bad times, such as a test. “I quoted a line from The 
Hangover in Madame ’s (Lorrainne Hageman) class, and she called me by my French name and said I was 
ridiculous,” said junior Lindsay Pierce. 

Senior Montana Kroslack continuously asked Kelli Bridges, foreign language, to turnabout, always being 
turned down. “I photo-shopped us together in a fake dance picture,” said Kroslack, “She got really mad. and 
gave it to the vice principal, who called me down and had a chat with me.” 

Junior Josh Kisfalusi felt J.R. Ford’s, foreign language, wrath. “I said strip poker was his favorite game 
to play when he asked us what it was,” said Kisfalusi. “He kept me after class and told me that was inap- 
propriate and not to say it again.” 

®ur perspective- Some teachers like to have zero disruptions, no matter what, during their class. Others 
welcome comic relief, as long as it’s at an appropriate time. A teacher’s take on class clowns vary from 
class to class. There may be a class, like Rachel Miller’s English 12, where the teacher is a class clown 
themselves. “The more someone laughs, the more they pay attention,” said Miller. “I used to get laughed at 
all the time growing up, but now it’s positive.” 

Unlike Miller’s lax mood, Pat Sadler, art, will not tolerate anything that interrupts her class. “1 don’t want 
students to interfere with others’ education,” said Sadler. “I expect my students to take their education seri- 
ously. I like being strict!” Hopefully, by our counselor’s grace, everyone will at least get one teacher that 
is all for class clowns! 


Riding on through school 

Passing some time during his 
aide hour, junior Dustin Holy- 
cross pretends to ride on the 
"Panther Express." "Ever since 
1 was in kindergarten, I have 
been known to be funny," said 
Holycross. "My friend and I 
would run around with trucks 
and knock down other kids' 
blocks." 
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Back to the basics 

Attempting to pass Tracy Whit- 
man's eighth grade English fi- 
nal, junior Jayce Lagestee fails 
miserably. "With my answers, I 
got a perfect. With the correct 
answers, I missed eleven," said 
Lagestee. "I do not see how 
correct answer' is not the cor- 
rect answer!" 


s«* 


Misty May style! 

At Deep River on a field trip, 
senior Jake Anderson partici- 
pates in some extreme beach 
volleyball. "I feel like being funny 
makes others smile and classes 
more entertaining. It also makes 
it easier to learn," said Anderson 
while acting goofy, making fac- 
es, and jumping weirdly when 
he played. 


Raquel Mazur 

Just some casual reading 

"I stole Mr. (Jim) Pickett's easy 
button one day," said freshman 
Brandon Brummet, "I took it 
to Mrs. (Sarah) Cohen's math 
class. When she did a problem 
on the board, I clicked the but- 
ton. That was easy!" Brummet 
considers himself stupid, but 
naturally funny. 


“•nte, in English dan, 
Aitha Barrouqh (IO) 
athod what letter 
tame after m in the 
alphabet.” 

Billie Reitz, 19 


“Jure bisneros (12) war 
talking to Jerrij Sharp 
(12) in Mrs. (Sheila) Va- 
wavik's tlass while we 
were reading The Jun- 
o/le. Mrs. Vaolavik asked 
something about the 
book, and Jerrij broke 
out sinw)inw| ‘ Welcome fo 
The Junofle ' b«j buns N’ 
Roses. 

Niok fcaijdos, 1 2 


Kristina Collard 


Thinking outside the box 

"In newspaper, we were dis- 
cussing if Americans were 
ignorant. It was ironic when 
I put the box on and said that 
we weren't," said junior Jeremy 
Starks. Starks has been known 
for being funny since freshman 
year thanks to the upperclass- 
men in drama and swimming. 
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Powerpoint perfection 

"The projects assigned by 
Miss Miller aren't hard. They 
just take time and effort," said 
sophomore Leslie Pietsch. This 
powerpoint presentation was 
over amputations and disabili- 
ties. 



Ali Pietrucha 
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Preparation- Projects and presentations are nothing to new to students here at Griffith High School. 
Biology I, Child development. Physical Education teachers and plenty others assign a large variety of proj- 
ects to their students. Throughout the school year students are seen preparing and completing projects and 
presentations such as writing mock newspaper articles in Journalism and trying to figure out naturalistic 
observations in Psychology. It isn't out of the ordinary to hear of students dissecting a baby pig in Biology 
II or even creating one’s very own purse in Textiles I. 

Fantanj Football- Fantasy Football is growing in popularity as football lovers across America manages 
their own fantasy team. Each team consists of random players from various football teams and gain points 
for everything they do on the field. Thinking back to first semester of everyone’s gym class with Jack Gabor, 
P.E and health, Fantasy Football may come to mind. Throughout the entire fantasy league each group of 
students manages their own team and calculates their own points every week. Along with their point sheets a 
written report is turned in with it. At the end of the season Fantasy Football Superbowl winners are selected. 

bhild Development- When assigned a project, the first thing most people do is hit the books or search 
the interenet, but in child development you can’t get an “A” on this project by doing either of those things. 
Child development gives fake babies to students to be taken care of outside and inside of school for three 
days. It shows students how it truely is to take care of a small child. With the baby crying at all hours of 
the day it is a difficult task to get a full night’s rest. Attached to the student’s wrist is a bracelet with a key 
attached. This is made to be put into the back of the baby’s back to stop the crying. 

bell Project- Learning about the body couldn't be more fun than learning it while creating a replica of a 
cell. In Biology I. usually taken by freshman, a project is assigned to make a cell model. Students stay up 
night after night trying to figure out how to create this project into what they might think of as a masterpiece. 
Using styrofoam balls, pipecleaners, Smartees, and other various household objects students learn the dif- 
ferent parts of the cell. “I remember when I did my cell project. It was so stressful! I was up the whole night 
before trying to finish it. I even had my mom go to Walgreens to pick up things I could use for the project,” 
said senior Sydney Reis. 



Practice makes perfect 

Most people don't have the 
privilege of saying they know 
how to save a life, but senior 
Jake Anderson does. "I feel 
good knowing if people are in 
danger I can help." said Ander- 
son. 


Bon appetit! 

Revealing her masterpiece to 
Margie Keithley s foods I class 
is sophomore Leslie Martinez. 
"I love foods class because all 
of our projects consist of mak- 
ing delicious food." said Marti- 
nez. 
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Finishing touches 

Before her final project is due 
for Photo II. junior Samantha 
Mclnerney adds some last min- 
ute touches. "This project is a 
collage of twelve pictures and 
it took a lot of hard work." said 
Mclnerney. 


Wbat’s your favorite project? 



“My favorite 
project would 
definitely have 
to be in Bio II 
when we did 
the infectious 
project.” 

-NicIcGallina, 12 



“I really I i Iced 
ma Icing a 
boardgame in 
Bo Radtlce”s 
manufactur- 


ing 


class. 


-Derriclc 

Kong? 


Get it straight 

All steamed up and ready to 
go. freshman Sarah Galambos 
irons her material before sew- 
ing together a bag. 'I was pre- 
paring to start my tote bag. I 
ended up really enjoying the 
project," said Galambos. 
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Brain dissection 
While dissecting a sheep brain 
in psychology, seniors Gabe 
Sotres and Amanda Zaborows- 
ki refer back to their book for 
help. "It was cool seeing what 
my brain looks like only small- 
er," said Sotres. 


3.2. 1 liftoff!!! 

During an outdoor lab, seniors 
Sara Popovich and Jackie Lo- 
pez prepare their rocket for 
launch. "This lab was exciting 
because we got to construct 
our own rockets and fly them 
outside." said Popovich. 


We oi re 


Experimental 


Page by ; Melissa Miller 

Let’* «yet experimental- Seven periods in a regular school day can be extremely repetitive. One way to 
bring a class together and to get students up and out of their seats is to have a science lab. Many students 
enjoy labs because it’s an exciting way to take what they have learned and put it to the test. Students partici- 
pate in a variety of labs such as dissecting labs, chemical reaction labs, outdoor labs, and the very popular 
food labs. “I love participating in labs. It’s way more entertaining than just sitting, staring at a book all day,” 
said sophomore Megan Tuttle. 

Lab preparation- Every teacher is concerned about their students’ safety. Pre-labs are a way to test how 
safe a science experiment will be. The day before, or even the week before the actual lab, teachers will go 
over the steps and precautions students need to take for the lab to be successful. “Personally, I don’t like 
pre-labs,” said sophomore Brandon Cole. “They’re unbelievably boring, and most of the time I already 
know what we’re doing.” 

Brain time - Every year in psychology class, students get the chance to look at a brain up close and per- 
sonal. This year students dissected a sheep brain to familiarize themselves with the functions and forma- 
tion of the brain. “Dissecting the sheep brain was very interesting. Even though the brain was extremely 
small, it was very complex inside,” said senior Shanlynn Bias. “I really enjoyed this lab, it was better than 
I thought it was going to be.” 



Mixing it up 

Many students enjoy labs be- 
cause they get the chance to 
work with a variety of chemi- 
cals. "Working with chemi- 
cals is a lot more interesting 
then just reading about them 
in a book," said junior Sarah 
Hurdish. 
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Amanda Zaborowski 


Favorite lalos throughout 
the ijeoir 


“My favorite lab is the flame test in 
chemistry because it was really cool 
to see the flame turn different colors.” 
Catena Root, 10 


“My bio class once had a lab demon- 
stration where Miss Ott spilled liver 
chunks all over her shirt.” 

Austin Brown, 9 


“One of my favorite labs to teach was 
the food lab where the biology stu- 
dents tested different foods for carbo- 
hydrates.” 

Emily O’Brien, science 


Lab preparation 

Preparing for the rocket lab, 
sophomore Jasmine Cleveland 
adjusts her launch pad. 'This 
lab was really awesome be- 
cause we got to go outside for 
once," said Cleveland. 


Cake time 

A very popular class among 
GHS students is foods class. 
"This was one of my favorite 
labs because I love to bake," 
said sophomore Ashley Brown 
while frosting her cake. 




Raquel Mazur 




Team comes first 

One of the keys to success for all Griffith teams is strong bonding between teammates. Putting the team first and being able to get along with team- 
mates leads to great team chemistry. Team chemistry is important because Griffith is a small school that doesn’t make cuts to teams due to a lack of 
participants in sports. Therefore, during the season, teammates become more like brothers rather than friends or just teammates. The boys’ soccer 
team is no exception, as much of the team enjoys being with one another. 

“I’m part of ‘The Alliance.’ We’re an elite group consisting of [seniors] Omar Quintanilla, Jackson Buzea, Johnny Kantor, Shawn Siokos and 
myself who completely dominate all aspects of soccer,” said senior Kyle Terpstra. “We’re all friends outside of soccer, so our legacy will continue 
to live on through our other sports. We’ve also got people to continue the tradition once we leave.” 

Sometimes people often go out for sports because their friends are already in the sport. Freshman Sarah Kuna decided to go out for swimming 
because her friend freshman Manon Carter convinced her to join the team after senior Ali Pietrucha suggested it to them. “I never really considered 
joining the swim team until people suggested it to me,” said Kuna. “I probably still wouldn’t have done it until Manon said she was doing it. After 
I joined, [freshmen] Jesse Yarnelle and Taylor Backe joined too. After those two joined, a lot more of my friends chose to do it too, and now I’m 
comfortable trying a new sport.” 

Serving in her final season 

Being a veteran on the team, 
senior Alyssa Van Horssen fills in 
the role of the team's libero. The 
libero of the team is a defensive 
specialist that can go in and out 
whenever she wants to. This is an 
effective strategy to maximize a 
team's defensive potential. The li- 
bero wears a different color jersey 
than the rest of their team. 

"I didn't get to play last year, so 
that made this year even more 
special to me," said Van Horssen. 

"I'm going to miss my team once 
I leave. We were really talented, 
and it's hard to realize that this 
was my last year playing volleyball 
for Griffith." 


Making the right choice 

For some people, making the 
decision to go out for a sport can 
be a tough one. Whether focusing 
on studies or another sport, find- 
ing time to make the commitment 
can be tough. Freshman Taylor 
Austin faced the same decision 
when deciding whether or not to 
go out for the cross country team 
or to focus on the upcoming bas- 
ketball season. 

"I was unsure about whether I 
wanted to go out for the team be- 
cause I wanted to focus on basket- 
ball. I think I made the right choice 
because I was able to contribute 
to our team, and we made it to 
semi-state," said Austin. 


Dancing for life 

Most sports are limited to one 
season, but certain sports prac- 
tice all year. Pantherettes are one 
of the sports that has official prac- 
tice all year. During the fall, the 
team does halftime routines dur- 
ing the football game. During the 
winter season, they do routines 
for basketball games, and they 
have competitions with judges. 

"Competition is my favorite part 
of Pantherettes. I love the adrena- 
line rush I get when I know that I'm 
competing against other schools 
and judges are judging us. I also 
enjoy watching the other school's 
routines," said sophomore Sarah 
Clark. 


Fighting through the pain 

With the tough training that 
many athletes endure, it's no sur- 
prise that many individuals are 
seen wearing braces or having 
taped ankles. Even with these set- 
backs. no one wants to sit out, so 
the tough athletes fight through 
the pain. 

"I didn't want to have to sit out, 
so I just wrapped my knee for ex- 
tra support," said senior Justin 
Phillips. "I couldn't bend it as well 
as normal with it wrapped, but it 
didn't have that much of an effect 
on me." 

Other common injuries include 
ankle sprains, pulled hamstrings, 
and muscle strains. 
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Pumping up the team 

"We always chant "I. 2. DB 
crew' on the sidelines to get 
the defensive backs ready to 
go.” said sophomore Nathan 
McNeill, as he stands amongst 
his other teammates watching 
the game. 


In the game 

In the midst of a play, senior Ed- 
die Boncela blocks players of 
the other team. "When you're 
in the middle of a game, you 
get a huge adrenaline rush," 
said Boncela. 



Row t: Shawn Gallina. Willie Hernandez. Jerry Sharp. Nick Gallina, Joe Nunez. Ethan 
Adams, Trevor Hitt, Kevin Bynum, Abby Zarndt 

Row 2: Jack Blount, Montana Kroslack. Steven Kepchar, Jason Villalpando. Cory 
Stidham, Mark Douglas. Adam Mackenthun, Logan Bocock 

Row 3: Matthew Butkus. Barry Baltrusis, Nick Biancardi. Kyle Smith, Eddie Boncela, 
Jeremy Hardin, Robert Szabo 

Row *: Ed Johnson, Maciej Szczepkowski, Derek Revis, Calvin Bonewits, Vance 
Thomas, Johnathan Acevedo. Eric Bean, Daniel Miller 



Head to head 

Focused on the game, Griffith 
and East Chicago wait in con- 
centration for the play to start. 
"When were on defense, 
sometimes we just make up 
random calls. There's no rea- 
son, it’s just funny," said senior 
Kevin Bynum. 


Ali Pietrucha 

Sideline chat 

Coach Brian Orkis finds time to 
critique junior Jack Blount dur- 
ing the game. "Orkis was just 
yelling at me to get the defense 
back in line," said Blount. 
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Ali Pietrucha 


United 

Waiting for the intensity of 
the game to begin, the Pan- 
thers stand hand in hand and 
watch the coin toss. "During 
the coin toss, we all get really 
jacked and start screaming," 
said sophomore Maciej Szcz- 
epkowski. 



Griffith 

Varsity 

Football 


Conference 

M 

Overall 

6-5 


Morton 20-0 L 
Valparaiso 51-6 L 
Hobart 30-21 W 
Lowell 35-19 L 
KV 35-14 W 
Munster 7-6 W 
Highland 35-0 W 
Andrean 10-6 L 
EC Central 63-8 W 

Sectionals 
Gary West Side 
66-6 W 

Morton 34-20 L 

Junior Varsity 
Overall 
4-5 



Traditions 

'nieGriffiunwtball team is known for being very close friends, 
on and off the playing field. The team spends every day together 
at practice during football season, but practice isn’t the only time 
they’re together. There are a few team traditions that the players 
carry out each week. 

Wednesday was Pasta Night, which was held at senior Nick Bian- 
cardi’s house. “After we eat pasta, we watch films and always eat 
popsicles and tell jokes,” said junior Ed Johnson. 

On Thursdays, the team goes to Bridges Scoreboard after practice 
to eat. “After Bridges, we come back to the school and do chants 
and talk about the game. [Senior] Kyle Smith always puts a cone in 
the middle of the field,” said senior Steven Kepchar. Afterwards, a 
few team members go to junior Jack Blount’s house and go in the 
hot tub to relax before the next game. 

Water girls 

Each spectator at a Friday night football game here in Griffith 
has surely heard of all the time that the athletes put into practice. 
What spectators don’t notice, though, is the four girls busy on the 
sidelines. These four girls, senior Abby Zamdt, sophomore Jordan 
Zardnt, and freshmen Taylor Louie and Emily Kuzmanoff are the 
water girls of the football team. 

The water girls put in as much time during football season as 
the football team does. “We give about 35 hours every week dur- 
ing football season,” said Louie. The water girls are there at every 
single practice and game to keep water ready for the team. Before 
the games, they set out the jerseys for the players. Before the sea- 
son starts, the water girls give out practice clothes to each member 
of the football team. Every Saturday morning, these four girls are 
at the school washing out the water bottles and cleaning out the 
concession stand, in preparation for another week. 

75 years 

Wheivwatcning the Griffith football team play at the Boneyard 
on Friday nights, you would never imagine that people watched 
Griffith athletes play football seventy-five years ago. This year was 
the 75th anniversary of Panther football, and it was the 50th an- 
niversary of the well-known Griffith Boneyard. At the Kankakee 
Valley game this season, Griffith honored the former players by 
holding an anniversary ceremony for them. “At the KV game, we 
got to meet all of the Griffith football players from past years. We 
played the game to honor them,” said junior Derek Revis. All of the 
former players and coaches that attended the ceremony had their 
names announced. Teams who had exceptional accomplishments 
were also recognized on this night, such as the 1997 State Cham- 
pionship team. 

The bone 

Every *Fnaay during football season, if you walk the halls of 
Griffith High School, you’ll notice something out of the ordinary. 
Senior players for the football team carry around a giant bone and 
pass it from player to player between periods. This tradition, al- 
though quite unique, is an important and special one for the senior 
team members. Every year, the football coaching staff chooses a 
particularly tough game to offer the bone to their team. If the team 
pulls out a victory, the seniors are granted the privilege of carrying 
the bone around every Friday from then on. “It’s something the 
senior players strive for when it’s their year to receive the bone,” 
said senior Cory Stidham. For each member of the football team, 
when they see the bone being passed around, it is a reminder of 
their victory. 
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Overall 

Many teams work as individuals, but volleyball isn’t a sport 
where that is possible. There are always six girls trying to blend 
their skills for the team to flow. The girls start conditioning in the 
summer and are together almost everyday until sectionals. The 
team ended the season 21-9 overall and 5-7 in Conference. This 
put them 4th in Conference. With that ranking the coaches were al- 
lowed to pick two first team all-conference players and one second 
team all-conference player. Senior Alyssa Van Horssen and sopho- 
more Kelsey Bonewits won first team and senior Ali Pietrucha won 
second team. The team also voted on other awards. Van Horssen 
was voted Most Valuable Player, Pietmcha received Best Mental 
Attitude, and Bonewits was given Most Improved. 


Team bonding 

"WChad pasta night'every week at my house,” said sophomore 
Kelsey Bonewits. “It was a fantastic tradition and it made us closer 
as a team.” This was one of many events that the team did togeth- 
er. With nine girls forced to be together and spend hours around 
each other, they need some hangout time. The girls are all different 
but they have to get along for the good of the team. The girls also 
were given a team bonding day by their coach, Kathy Dilbeck. The 
coach put together activities like blind-folded tag, eating a banana 
and try to whistle, and building a tower out of balloons. Another 
team bonding event was a team sleep over at senior Ali Pietrucha’s 
house. The girls ate dinner, then hot tubbed, and later watched the 
movie Twilight where some girls fought about Team Edward and 
Team Jacob. 

the most amazing experience ever,” said 
senior Amanda Zaborowski when asked about the highlight of her 
season. On Thursday, September 17, the Lowell team strutted into 
the main gym thinking the game would be an easy win. Little did 
they know that the Panthers would beat them in three games! After 
the first win the Panthers just thought that they got lucky. But then 
they won the second game, and the girls were getting excited. After 
the third game, the team was utterly baffled. They walked down 
the stairs after the game and screamed with joy. “I was so excited 
since it was the first time for us as seniors to win a game against the 
Lowell Red Devils,” exclaimed Zaborowski. 


Lowell game 

The 1 ! 


Sectionals 

Gnffitlf^^SiOTal was held at Rensselaer. The girls were given 
the bye for the first game so they had all of Fall Break to prepare for 
the big match. “The break worked out great for us because we had 
time to really focus on volleyball and volleyball only,” said junior 
Sam Marker. But once Saturday, October 24 rolled around the team 
was ready to show others their skills. 

The first game was against Rensselaer. They won the first two 
games, but lost the next. They then came back and won the last 
game. This victory advanced the team to the sectional finals against 
Knox. 

Before the game, the team went to a small restaurant. Afterwards, 
they went on a trip to Walmart for an adventure, while the tired girls 
stayed in the bus and napped. When the bus returned to Rensselaer 
High School there was still some down time, so they played sar- 
dines. After their fun, the team began warming up and getting ready 
for the game. At 7 P.M. the game started, and Griffith came out 
fighting. They tried very hard, but they lost in three games. Griffith 
scored the most on them in the whole sectional. 



Griffith 

Varsity 

Volleyball 


Conference 

5-7 

Overall 

21-9 

Merrillville 3-0 W 
East Chicago 3-0 W 
Whiting 3-0 W 
Hammond 3-0 W 
Munster 3-0 L 
Andrean 3-2 L 
Hobart 3-1 L 
Morton 3-0 W 
Highland 3-2 W 
KV 3-2 W 
Lowell 3-0 W 
KV Tournament 2-1 L 
Griffith Tournament 
3DW 

Munster 3D L 
Andrean 3-1 L 
Gavit 3D W 
Hobart 30 W 
Calumet 3D W 
Highland 3-1 L 
KV3-1W 
Lowell 3-1 L 
Bishop Noll 3D W 

Sectionals 
Rensselaer 3-1 W 
Knox 3D L 

Junior Varsity 
Overall 
12D 

Freshmen 

Overall 

11-14 


Serve it up 

Completely in the zone, sopho- 
more Stacie Hansen tries to 
serve an ace. "I always felt a 
little intimidated and nervous 
being one of the youngest on 
the team, but serving is the only 
thing I was not nervous about," 
said Hansen. This was Hansen's 
first year on the varsity team. 



photo provided 
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Heart to heart 

Before every game, the volley- 
ball team came together to do 
an inspiring volleyball prayer. ”1 
want my teammates to play with 
their hearts,” said Coach Kathy 
Dilbeck. This is Dilbeck s fourth 
year coaching. 
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AAA 

"The seniors were really good 
leaders, and we were consid- 
ered the core of the team," said 
senior Alyssa Van Horssen. 
There were three seniors on the 
volleyball team this year: Ali Pi- 
etrucha, Amanda Zaborowski, 
and Alyssa Van Horssen. They 
called themselves AAA. 



photo provided 
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In the zone 

Waiting for the opponent to 
serve the ball, junior Britney 
Sanders stares in anticipation. 
"I am always concentrated and 
determined when it comes to 
volleyball, but in real life. I'm a 
klutz," said Sanders. 


Brick house 

With determination in her eyes, 
junior Lindsay Sopetti attacks 
the ball in attempt to get a block. 
"I definitely could improve on 
my blocking," said Sopetti. "I’m 
looking forward for next year to 
dominate at the net." 


Beach bumps 

To prove they are dedicated, 
freshmen Sarah Galambos, 
Sarah Kuna, and Manon Carter 
went to a volleyball conditioning 
at Wicker Park. "Conditioning 
this summer helped prepare me 
for the long season." explained 
Galambos. 



Amanda Zaborowski 



Row 1: Alyssa Van Horssen, Samantha Marker. Stacie Hansen 

Row 2: Regina Hope, Britney Sanders. Ali Pietrucha. Kathy Dilbeck. Kelsey Bone- 

wits, Lindsey Sopetti. Amanda Zaborowski 



Row 1: Tori Louviere, Catena Root, Megan Tuttle. Katie Gilbert, Stephanie Brandner, 
^Michelle Lesniewski, Rachel Fogarty 

Row 2: Melissa Miller, Amelia Morales. Jen Klapak, Michelle Sopetti, Jianni Rivera 



Row I: Destiny Barajas, Melissa Martinez, Stacy Weber. Ciarra Kroslack. Caylee 
Adams, Manon Carter 

Row 2: Emily Mitcheltree, Taylor Backe. Cassie Holmes. Sarah Kuna. Sarah 
Galambos 
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Seniors 

Ev^nSmneeds strong leadership, and this team had a lot of it. 
This year, the varsity boys’ soccer team had 13 returning seniors. 
Of those returning players, nine of them were starters from the year 
before. The team had high expectations. “Going into the season our 
goals were set very high, but during the season, unfortunate cir- 
cumstances happened so that we were unable to attain our goals,” 
said senior Shawn Siokos. 

^Fmfem^Jos^havez , the game against Andrean was a high- 
point of the season. “It was one of the biggest games of the year and 
we won without [senior Ryan] Voges,” said Chavez. He also added, 
“We haven't beat Andrean in four years.” 

Another highpoint of the season was the game against Portage. 
“It was the first time I started in a varsity game, and their team 
ended up being regional champs this year. We played really well 
without some of our key players, and we still won two to one,” said 
junior Josh Kisfalusi. 

Awards 

Matt' Plawecki is a senior varsity player who has many accom- 
plishments this year. He won the all-district award for the past two 
years and won all-state honorable mention his senior year, despite 
having injuries most of the season. “I won first team all-conference 
1st team all-district. I was really proud of myself. I felt like it was a 
good way to end my senior soccer season,” said Plawecki. 

Also, seniors Johnny Kantor and Nick Bobowski won first team 
all-conference, senior Shawn Siokos won second team all-confer- 
ence, and Josh Chavez won all-conference honorable mention. The 
team was also the winners of the Danville Tournament. 

Struggles 

1 hrougnoutihe season in any sport, there are casual injuries, but 
for the boys’ soccer team, there were many. This caused numerous 
struggles for the team. Key players had injuries that caused them 
to miss practices or sit out at important games. One team member 
with an injury this year was senior Ryan Voges. “I tore my ACL and 
meniscus at the Andrean game, which made me unable to play for 
most of the season,” said Voges. 

Sectionals 

Commginursectionals, the team had very high expectations for 
themselves. They had only lost one game with their line-up that 
they would be using for sectionals. They had also beat the Times 
favorite Andrean earlier in the season and were the darkhorse in 
the paper. 

Merrillville was the first game of Sectionals for the team. It was 
a slow start for the Panthers, going down 1-0 early against their 
sectional rivals, but then senior Matt Plawecki dribbled down the 
center of the field and drilled a missile shot into the back of the net 
to tie the game at 1-1. Shortly after, senior Nikola Pupae took a free 
kick from about 25 yards out. He caught the goalie off guard, and 
he deflected the ball into the back of the net. After a short time of 
play, he would strike again to take a 3-1 lead. Griffith gave up a late 
goal but held onto the lead to win the first round. 

The game against Andrean was a tough one for Griffith who 
went down early to the favored Andrean. Andrean was winning 
until senior Shawn Siokis scored a header goal to tie the game 
at 1-1 right before halftime. Then Andrean came back in the sec- 
ond half firing, and Griffith couldn’t get anything going. Andrean 
would take the game 3-1 and the class of 2010 was now done. 

“I thought we played as a team overall in the first round, but in the 
second game of sectionals, we gave up some goals and lost the con- 
fidence and spirit we needed to win,” said senior Zach Kisfalusi. 



Varsity 

Boys' 

Soccer 


Conference 

4-2 

Overall 

13 - 4-1 

Highland 2-1 W 
Morton 4-1 W 
Hobart 9-2 W 
Andrean 3-2 W 
Mooresville 11-0 W 
Danville 0-0(54) W 
Munster 5-1 L 
Laporte 5-0 W 
Hanover Central 5-0 W 
Kankakee Valley 2- 1 L 
Portage 2-1 W 
Bishop Noll 3-1 L 
Lowell 2-1 W 
Clark 1-1 T 
Gavit 8-0 W 
Wheeler 5-1 W 

Sectionals 
Merrillville 3-2 W 
Andrean 3-1 L 

Junior Varsity 
Overall 
10 - 2-1 



Kristen Pospychala 


Huddle Up 

Before every game, the team 
huddles together to discuss the 
game plan. "We were prepar- 
ing for the game and getting 
each other pumped up for the 
first game of the season." said 
senior Nikola Pupae. 


uo 



Out of no where 

Coming into the season, senior 
Jake Long did not expect to get 
much playing time during the 
season in big games. "I ended 
up starting every game this 
season and playing for most 
of them. My teammates made 
this season unforgettable," said 
Long. 

Juggling 

There are many ways to warm 
up before soccer games. Senior 
Omar Quintanilla goes on the 
field alone, away from his team 
and gets touches on the ball. "I 
was juggling to warm up for the 
game," said Quintanilla. 



Kristen Pospychala 




Tradition 

It is a tradition to line up and to 
be announced for starting line- 
ups in a varsity soccer game. It 
is sophomore Justin Turner's 
first time lining up. "We line up 
on the line, and the National 
Anthem is played before the 
game starts," said Turner. 

Senior stud 

Senior Matt Plawecki dribbles 
the ball past defenders down 
the sideline. "No one on the 
other teams can stop me. 
When I have the ball, it's game 
over," said Plawecki. Matt end- 
ed his senior season with 16 
goals and 7 assists. 




Row 1: Zach Kisfalusi. Jake Long, Nick Kudyba, Justin Turner, Josh Kisfalusi. Shawn 
Siokis. Steven Gronkiewicz 

Row 2: Jackson Buzea, Matt Mercer, Nick Bobowski, Matt Plawecki. Ryan Voges, 
Johnny Kantor, Ryan Avalos, Joey Vaclavik 

Row 3: Karl Koch, Omar Quntanilla. Kyle Terpstra, Ron Knestrict , Nikola Pupae, Josh 
Chavez, Wally Kudyba 



Row I: Josh Ashenbaugh, Al-Monteser Hassan.Nick Kudyba, Andrew Rothchild. 
Josh Kisfalusi. Steven Gronkiewicz, Khristian Ayala 

Row 2: Justin Turner, Joey Vaclavik, Jordan Gonzalez, Gera Solis. Ryan Avalos, 
Thomas Kudyba 

Row 3: Karl Koch, Garret Walter, Tim O'Shaughnessy, Ryan Fisch. Zachary Bozinov- 
ich, Steven Sharp, Wally Kudyba 



Kristen Pospychala 



Get loose 

Seniors Kyle Terpstra and John- 
ny Kantor stretch out before 
the big game against Highland. 
"My knee was bugging me, so 
I was trying to get it loose for 
the big game," said Terpstra. 
Many of the boys had injuries 
throughout the season, so it 
was important for everyone to 
make sure they were warmed 
up and stretched before each 
game. 


Rivalry game 

Clearing the ball out of defen- 
sive area, senior Kyle Terpstra, 
along with his teammates, 
work together to keep their 
lead against their rival High- 
land. One of Terpstra's team- 
mates, senior Jackson Buzea 
said, "Winning this game was a 
good way to start off the sea- 
son. It was important that we 
all played our best and worked 
together." 
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Row 1: Samantha Mclnerney, Taylor Steffan, Natalie Aguilera, Cassie Christenson, 
Cindy Mclnerney, Teresa Castellanos 

Row 2: Anna Schell. Megan Wilbert, Kristen Pospychala, Raquel Mazur. Sara Mcln- 
erney. Katelyn Barta, Meghan Macak. Amy Russell 

Row 3: Kaitlyn Sudac. Lauren Hansen. Shanlynn Bias, Sarah Hurdish, Brianna Bias. 
Rachel Cooper. Carissa Quintero 


Row 1: Mandi Clark. Lisa Kurpela. Christy Anzur, Caitlin Brown, Caitlin Christenson, 
Stephanie DiSanto. Shi Fassoth 

Row 2: Abagail Grabos, Rosie Quintanilla. Stephanie Younker. Janelle Owczarzak. 
Juliana Duvnjak, Alejandra Tellez. Cristina Aldape. Fernanda Bugarin, Jesse Yarnelle, 
Ellen Johnson. Jeanette Salazar 

Row 3: Brooke Pospychala. Kalie Lastagarkov, Ashley Noojin, Laura Hurdish, Brittany 
Maglish, Krystal Mendoza. Ashley Brown 


Block it! 

Adrenalized and a bit nervous, 
junior Sarah Hurdish is ready to 
stop the other team's attempts 
from scoring. "It felt really good 
after I made big hulk saves; but 
I was a little nervous when we 
played Hobart because it was 
my first really big game," said 
Hurdish. 



Mandi Clark 


Outrunning the Bearcats 

Sprinting down the field, senior 
Lauren Hansen tries to keep 
the ball from the other team, 
"My favorite thing about soccer 
this year was that we won a lot 
of big games that we weren't 
expected to win," said Hansen. 


Throw high 

Rarely seen without her uni- 
form on, senior Rachel Cooper 
throws the ball to her team- 
mate, senior Meghan Macak. 
"It was a great feeling winning 
conference this year and hav- 
ing a really good record," said 
Cooper. 

Coming to an end 

Enjoying one of her last high 
school soccer games, senior 
Raquel Mazur plays with all of 
her energy. "High school soc- 
cer has been an adventure. It s 
been rough but also fun. I'm 
going to miss all my J V girls 
through the years. Best of luck!" 
said Mazur. 



Photo provided 
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Mandi Clark 





Varsity 

Soccer 


Conference 

5-1 

Overall 

14 - 1-1 


Hammond 11-0 W 
Hobart 2-1 L 
Bishop Noll 4-0 W 
Andrean 8-1 W 
Munster 1-0 W 
Merrillville 8-0 W 
KV3-2W 
Crown Point 2-0 W 
Lowell 6-1 W 
Gavit 6-0 W 
Morton 0-0 T 
Hebron 6-1 W 
Highland 4-0 W 
Hanover Central &0 W 
Chesterton 2-1 W 
Wheeler 4-1 W 
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An unknown territory 

During e!SiTiew^5ffin,playen!wive to win some sort of cham- 
pionship, with the hope to go farther than the previous years. For 
the first time ever in history, the girls’ soccer team won the con- 
ference championship. This team accomplished something that no 
other team in Griffith had done before. With an exceptional record 
of 14-1-1, the girls knew they wanted to make history. From con- 
ditioning in the summer to their last minutes on the field, the girls 
sweat, practiced, and played with determination. “We practiced 
hard, and as a captain, I made sure they had their minds in the 
game. The team knew what we had to get done, so we stepped 
up for all the important games, stayed concentrated, and played as 
one. I was sad to have the season end the way it did but very happy 
because of what we accomplished,” said senior Carissa Quintero. 

Barta breaks records 

^w^-withwimiii^thc tSmCTer^champion title, the team had 
even more accomplishments this season. One in particular was ju- 
nior Katelyn Barta breaking the school record for scoring the most 
goals during the season. She also tied the record for scoring the 
most goals in the area. Last year, Barta broke the school record 
for scoring 28 goals, but this year she even broke her own record 
with a total of 30 goals. “It feels great to break a record twice. That 
was definitely one of my goals to achieve in high school, and I’m 
glad all the hard work paid off. I couldn’t have done it without the 
encouragement and help from my teammates,” said Barta. 

Rookies 

I he junior varsity team did a lot of team bonding activities for 
all the players to get closer. One in particular was when they went 
to Sanfrantello’s and then camped out in [sophomore] Alejandra’s 
[Tellez] backyard. Then they TPed their coach’s house afterwards. 
Through the season, they worked hard and beat teams that they 
haven’t been able to beat. Beating highland for the first time in 
two years was a great achievement for the team. “I really enjoyed 
this season. Being the captain was a great experience and the girls 
listened to me and the other captains. I am going to miss the team 
the most, though, because I got close with a lot of my teammates,” 
said junior Laura Hurdish. 

Out of the ordinary 

Not even^lue isas strong 'as’thFbond of siblings that played on 
this team. This year, there was an unusual amount of sisters: five 
sets. The Bias’, Pospychala’s, Hurdish ’s, Brown’s, and the Mclner- 
ney ’s made up eleven members of the varsity and junior varsity. It 
is not common to have siblings on the same team, nor is it to have 
so many. “Sometimes my sister and 1 fight if it is during a drill that 
isn’t going our way but not really during games. 1 love playing on 
the same team with her because we go through the same things, 
and I love being able to talk to her about everything,” said senior 
Shanlynn Bias. 

“My sister and I fight all the time, we hit each other a lot, but I 
love playing on the same team with her because we have a connec- 
tion that is more than just teammates. We understand each other 
and I always love having someone to talk to,” said sophomore Bri- 
anna Bias. 




& 

Sara Mclnemey, 12 


Mandi Clark 

Run. kick, score 

Ready to win the game against 
Wheeler, senior Shanlynn Bias 
kicks the ball with determina- 
tion. "My best memory is when 
we played Highland because 
they underestimated us, and 
we beat them for conference 
champs," said Bias. 


Sectionals 
Merrillville 6-0 W 
Hobart 4-3 L 

Junior Varsity 
Overall 
5 - 3-1 
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Coin’ for sold 

^li^^ar unffmvCross Country girls made their way through 
sectionals, regionals, and semi-state. Only one girl made it to state. 
On her first year on the team, freshman Taylor Austin placed thirty- 
fifth at state out of one hundred ninety-four runners. “The hardest 
thing about the race for me was how muddy it was and that it was 
really cold out,” said Austin. 

Pasta parties! 

All sport^m^^rcuiitions, whether it’s going out and hanging 
with the team or getting together inside and relaxing. One tradition 
the cross country team has is a pasta party. “We have pasta parties 
so we can have starch in our bodies, which gives us more energy,” 
said sophomore Nathan Bailey. The whole team goes over to one of 
the team member’s house before that week’s meet and enjoys tasty 
pasta, plays games, and hangs out. 



Griffith Griffith 

Girl's Boy's 

Cross Cross 

Country Country 


Conference Conference 

1-5 0-6 

Overall Overall 


Running for a reason 

^w^ySrthe^wssxount^team goes to Chicago to watch a 
marathon. The team members like to go because they want to sup- 
port a previous cross country coach, Mr. Govert. Mr. G., as the team 
calls him, was the cross country coach four years ago. “It’s fun to 
watch the runners, and we go to support Mr. G.,” said senior Anne 
Scheffel. The team goes to every checkpoint to see how he does. 



Camping at Indiana Dunes . . 
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. . . 2009 


3-5 

Munster 
37-18 L 
Lowell 
33-22 L 
Morton 
17-58 W 
East 
Chicago 
17-95 W 
Highland 
24-33 L 
Hobart 
21-34 W 
Kankakee 
Valley 
21-39 L 
Andrean 
31-26 L 

Sectionals 

3rd 

Regionals 

4th 

Semi-State 

13th 

State 

Taylor Austin 
35th 


2-6 

Munster 
40-15 L 
Lowell 
33-22 L 
Morton 
16-66 W 
East 
Chicago 
16-39 W 
Highland 
21-39 L 
Hobart 
2041 L 
Kankakee 
Valley 
19-39 L 
Andrean 
25-30 L 

Sectionals 

5th 

Regionals 

10th 




Kelly Lannin 


Stride to victory 

Taking a long stride, senior 
Chrissy Leslie runs to finish her 
race. "Oak Ridge Prairie is one of 
the hardest places to run for me 
because we have to run up the 
hill three times," said Leslie. 


I'M 



Just around the corner 

Running around the pond at Oak 
Ridge Prairie, freshman Taylor 
Austin hurries to stay ahead. "The 
practices in cross country are 
what I like the most" said Austin. 

Going over 

Crossing over a bridge at Oak 
Ridge Praire, junior Robert Gon- 
zales runs to victory. "The hard- 
est things about cross country is 
learning to pace yourself through- 
out the race," said Gonzales. 



Row 1: Natalie Drach, Lindsay Meece, Anne Scheffel, Robyn Williams. Samantha Aguilar 
Row 2: Jeffrey Tinich. Christine Leslie, Dan Rodriguez, Joel Kepchar. Allison Meece. 
Timothy Bullard 

Row 3: Shannon Scheidel. Ryan Zubrick, James Burch, Nathan Bailey. Maggie Leslie 






Kelly Lannin 


Across the finish line 
Tired and exhausted, sopho- 
more Ryan Zubrick crosses the 
finish line. "I like cross country 
because I enjoy running," said 
Zubrick. 


GO! 

Facing Andrean at Oak Ridge 
Pairie, the Griffith Girls Cross 
Country team runs to get the 
front of the pack. "The start of 
the race is just as important as 
the end. Getting a good start is a 
key to winning," said senior Lind- 
say Meece. 


U5 





Row I: Alexis Morikis, Sara Brouillete, Mike Worosz, Jillian Holtzer, Ann Ficht 



Maggie Butkus 


Hole in one! 

On the practice green, juniors 
Sara Brouillete and Alexis Mori- 
kis practice before they tee off. 
"Keep your head up high and 
don't let the little things bother 
you," said Brouillette. BrouiF 
lette tells her teammates this 
every match. 


Relax time 

Watching her teammates and 
other golfers tee off, junior 
Alexis Morikis rests against her 
golf bag. "I was thinking about 
my next shot and what club to 
use," said Morikis. 



Maggie Butkus 
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What's next ? 

Coach Mike Worosz helps each 
girl out with what club to use or 
where to go next before they 
tee off. Junior Sara Brouillette 
discusses what club to use and 
what direction would be good 
to hit it at. "I always tell the 
girls what club or where to hit 
before teeing off," said Worosz. 


Putting it in 

Being a freshman on a varsity 
team is hard, but freshman Ann 
Ficht caught on very fast. Ficht 
walked off the green happy to 
tee off. "At one match I got sec- 
ond best on the team. It made 
me feel good about myself," 
said Ficht. 












Fore! 

Hitting the ball and ending in 
great form, freshman Jillian 
Holtzer watches where her 
ball will land. "I like being on 
the course because the upper 
classmen and other teams give 
me tips," said Holtzer. 


Maggie Butkus 
How far did it fly? 

Golfing for nine years, fresh- 
man Ann Ficht still is practicing 
her swing and form. "I'm happy 
that Coach Worosz told me 
about the team because I enjoy 
being on it.'said Ficht. 


Maggie Butkus 






Varsity 

Girls 

Golf 

Conference 

0-6 

Overall 

2-7 

Highland 222-296 L 
Munster 204- 288 L 
Lowell 217- 288 L 
KV 216-271 L 
Hobart 239-271 L 
Bishop Noll 252-256 
W 

Bishop Noll 245 -258 
W 

Lowell 244-190 L 
Clark 244-260 W 

Sectionals 
Hammond 7-9 L 
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N$w year, new things 

HTm^yei^^^ a UH^jr :>ncf^tl^ > girls because there were only 
four of them on the team. Most varsity teams have five or more girls, 
and they drop the highest score. Not this year. All four scores, good 
or bad, had to be taken into account. “When I got to the first practice 
and saw there were only four girls, my first thought was that we had 
to work hard to keep our scores good, and we did it,” said junior Sara 
Brouillette. 

Last year there were a lot of seniors that graduated, so this left the 
team this year to consist of only two juniors and two freshman. That 
means they spent a lot of their practices teaching the freshman how to 
play correctly. “Even though this wasn’t my first year playing golf, I 
learned a lot more about the game,” said freshman Ann Ficht. 

Wake up call 

Waking up at six in the morning five days a week to get practice 
wasn’t easy for every girl. “ I hated waking up that early, but it helped 
improve my game,” said junior Alexis Morikis. 

At practices, the girls would work hard but still have funny mo- 
ments. “The other girls and 1 were walking to the next hole, and there 
was puddle, so we did Harry Potter wizard moves,” said junior Sara 
Brouillette. 

Some ways they worked to get their game better were going to the 
driving range, practice putting a lot, and going on the green. 

Freshies 

Usually, being a freshman on varsity is difficult because most people 
have been there for a few years. There were only two upper class- 
men. Freshmen Jillian Holtzer and Ann Ficht made varsity golf. There 
wasn’t enough for a junior varsity team, so all the girls that came out 
made varsity. “This year was interesting; I learned a lot from every- 
body. The juniors on the team were mentors to me,” said Holtzer. 


Question 


What is an 
iron? 


High 


School Student 


Golf Member 


“The silver part 
fcTk of the golf club,” 
lol said senior Taylor 


“The club that has 
the metallic blade for 
the club head,” said 
junior Sara Brouil- 
lette. 


What is a 
birdie? 


What is a 
divot? 


What is an 
eagle? 


“Something that 
flies high in the 
sky,” said soph- 
omore Amanda 
Falcon. 

“To divide some- 
thing into piec- 
es,” said sopho- 
more Jeremy 
Camp. 

“Our nation’s 
beautiful sym- 
bol of freedom,” 
said senior Jack- 
son Buzea. 


“When you make the 
ball in the hole one 
shot less than par,” 
said junior Alexis 
Morkis. 

“The piece of turf 
that comes off after 
you hit the ball,” 
said freshman Jillian 
Holtzer. 

“When you hit the 
ball two less shots 
than par,” said fresh- 
man Ann Ficht. 
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Row 1: Donny Hoover, Justin Phillips, Greg Rothchild, Jordan Long, Ross Myers. 
Garrett Litke 

Row 2: Brian Little. Michael Lanfear, Matthew Corlett. Coach Tracy Sines, Ted 
Fitzgerald. James Steinhubel, Kyle Carter 


Double trouble 
Having a decent overall year, 
senior Matt Corlett laughed 
about his season with senior 
Kyle Carter. "Before one match 
Kyle and I punched each other 
in the stomach to get pumped 
up," Corlett said. 


Making a few adjustments 
Playing a sport for the first 
time with a new partner is the 
hardest change a player has to 
make. "It was Matt's first year 
playing doubles and we im- 
proved by the end of the sea- 
son," senior Kyle Carter said. 


Serve it up 

Gearing up for a sweet ace, 
senior Michael Lanfear dis- 
cusses his best moment, 
"It was awesome when we 
placed second at the Crown 
Point tournament for my se- 
nior year," he said. 



Amanda Zaborowski 




Amanda Zaborowski 


Slam it down 

Aggressively hitting a wick- 
ed serve, senior Brian Little 
commented, "My funniest 
moment was when I lead the 
break down before matches. 
I yelled Silly rabbit,' and the 
whole team yelled Trix are 
for kids!'" 
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Amanda Zaborowski 



Amanda Zaborowski 
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Fresh meat 

Being one of the only fresh- 
men on a varsity team can be 
intimidating. But freshman 
Jordan Long didn't feel any 
pressure, "Being a freshman 
on varsity was really exciting. 
Everyone was really funny 
and supportive." 

3 He's number one 

0) 

g Eagerly waiting to return a 
n serve, senior Justin Phillips 
o reflected on his season, "The 
| best moment of the season 
s; was coming back from being 
a set down againt Bishop Noll 
and winning it in the end." 



Varsity 

Boy's 

Tennis 


Conference 

0-6 

Overall 

5-14 


Wheeler 5-0 L 
Portage 5-0 L 
Rensselaer 4-1 W 
Crown Point 5-0 L 
Calumet 3-2 W 
EC Central 5-0 W 
Highland 5-0 L 
Lake Station 4-1 W 

KV 3-2 L 
Lowell 4-1 L 
Andrean 4-1 L 
Hobart 4-1 L 
Morton 3-2 W 
Munster 5-0 L 
Bishop Noll 3-2 L 
Gavit 3-2 L 
River Forest 3-2 L 
Calumet 3-2 L 

Sectionals 
Highland 4-1 L 


Game, set, and 
match! 

page by ; Stephanie 3randner and Melissa Miller 

Working the kinks out 

Sport^mR* either tn^^S exciting experience of a high 
school athlete’s life or the most frustrating. Many athletes 
hide their emotion by walking it off, but senior Michael Lan- 
fear took a different approach. “The funniest moment on the 
team was when Michael Lanfear broke his racket against 
Bishop Noll,” said Lanfear’s doubles partner, senior Brian 
Little. 

Laughing on the court 

WnenrS^miates were in tnemidst of a fierce practice, 
there were always the moments that lightened up the mood. 
Whether senior Brian Little was cracking a joke or there 
was an epic swing and miss stroke, the laughs couldn’t be 
stopped. “I remember when [ sophomore] Ted Fitzgerald got 
drilled in the face at practice. It really wasn’t that funny at 
the time, but it’s funny to look back on because he fell over,” 
freshman Jordan Long said. 

Starting from scratch 

.Although the 2000 boys' tennis season didn't go as well 
as some had hoped, there’s still a positive outlook on next 
year’s season. The tennis team is only losing five seniors and 
the majority of the team were underclassmen. “I had a lot of 
hilarious moments this past season, and now I can’t wait for 
next year’s season. We have a lot of returning players, and 
we’re going to be tough to beat,” sophomore Donny Hoover 
said. 

Down but not out 

It’s the thiraset and you're down 3-0. While other 
teams would have thrown down their rackets and given up, 
seniors Kyle Carter and Matt Corlett pushed their hearts 
to the limits and defied the odds. “The best moment was 
when Kyle and 1 made a huge three-set comeback against 
Calumet. That win was important because it set the tone for 
sectionals,” Corlett said. 
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Back to back sectionals 

Many high school athletes dream about winning a sectional 
championship at least one time in their high school career. But win- 
ning back-to-back sectional championships is an entirely different 
story. This year, the Lady Panthers made GHS history by winning 
back to back sectional titles. The girls won the sectional title by 
defeating Kankakee Valley and going on to beat Knox in the cham- 
pionship game. “It was a phenomenal feeling to be back-to-back 
champs,” said junior Ashley Parish. “We knew what we had to do 
to make history and we got it done.” After sectionals, the Lady Pan- 
thers continued in their post season run, cutting down the nets once 
again, but were defeated in semi-state. 


Final four 

Re^^mg t^Mmal four in any sport is a great accomplishment and 
goal of all sports teams. For the Griffith girls’ basketball team, their 
goals for the entire season were to have a winning record, win sec- 
tionals, win regionals, advance to the final four, and eventually the 
state championship game. The girls’ dreams were cut short, losing 
to Fort Wayne Concordia in the semi-state game, 54-36. “Reaching 
semi-state was a great accomplishment and I think the whole town 
was very proud of us,” said junior Samantha Marker. The Lady 
Panthers ended up with a winning record, again capturing a sec- 
tional title and net, along with a regional title. This was the first trip 
to the final four since 2001 when the team also lost in semi-state. 
“It felt good to end the regional title drought,” said sophomore 
Kelsey Bonewits. 

Seniors in college 

This season there were three seniors on the Lady Panthers bas- 
ketball team: Lauren Hansen, Shanlynn Bias, and Stephanie Ne- 
grete. Because of their athletic abilities and hardwork throughout 
their four years of high school, they all received athletic schol- 
arships. Hansen will be playing basketball at Indiana University 
South Bend, Bias will be playing basketball at St. Mary’s College 
in South Bend, and Negrete is going to Western Michigan for track 
and field. “We have had a good run playing together since AAU in 
elementary school,” Bias said. “We are sad it is over but excited for 
our new adventures.” 


I gotta feeling 


lack hyed Peas song “I Gotta Feeling” was a song that 
meant a lot to the Lady Panthers basketball team. Assistant coach 
Jack Gabor played the song for the girls between the morning and 
night regional championship game. The girls all believe that they 
could defeat Gavit and capture the title. “All of us were dancing 
and singing 'I Gotta Feeling’ and ‘Imma Be’,” said junior Presley 
Corich. “The song came on during warm-ups and the other team 
tried to dance and act like it was going to be their night, and it was 
ours,” Corich said. The team continued listening to these songs, 
and did right until they ran out of the locker room to warm up for 
the semi-state game. “We were late to run out against [Fort Wayne] 
Concordia,” laughed Corich. 



Griffith 

Varsity 

Basketball 


Conference 

4-2 

Overall 

19-6 

Lake Central 
6048 W 
River Forest 
72-39 W 
Hobart 46-36 L 
Morton 53-20 W 
Clark 7415 W 
Hebron 47-28 W 
Rensselaer 
52-18 W 

Andrean 5640 L 
Munster 53-30 W 
Hobart 4946 L 
Wheeler 45-26 W 
Portage 46-26 W 
Gavit 5349 L 
Highland 46-18 W 
Gary West Side 
5449 L 

Lowell 51-29 W 
East Chicago 48-39 W 
Hammond High 
57-20 W 
Calumet 61-38 W 

Sectionals 
Kankakee Valley 
46-28 W 
Knox 53-35 W 

Regionals 
Benton Central 
45-35 W 
Gavit 3421 W 

Semi-State 
Ft Wayne Concordia 

5436 L 



Fast feet 

In order to get around her Con- 
cordia offender, junior Saman- 
tha Marker shuffles her feet 
while maintaining her defensive 
position. "Their dribblers were 
really fast and could get into 
the lane, so we wanted to stop 
that." said Marker. 
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Mandi Clark 


Long time rivalry 

Patiently waiting for the point 
guard to call a play, junior Ash- 
ley Parish stands next to her 
Highland defender. "The High- 
land game was a great win be- 
cause we haven't beaten them 
for a long time," said Parish. 


JUMP! 

In order to shoot over her de- 
fender, senior Shanlynn Bias 
elevates into her shot, "It was a 
hard loss, but we made it that 
far so we should be very proud 
of ourselves," said Bias, referring 
to the Lady Panther loss to Ft. 
Wayne Concordia in semi-state. 



Mandi Clark 



Row 1: Lauren Hansen, Samantha Keys. Melissa Miller 

Row 2: Alyssa Gebo, Presley Corich. Hannah Hack, Samantha 

Marker. Brooke Brinkley 

Row 3: Shanlynn Bias. Brianna Bias, Kelsey Bonewits, Ashley 
Parish. Stephanie Negrete 



Row I: Brianna Nelson. Samantha Keys. Vanessa Blankenship 
Row 2: Emily Witvoet. Emma Blackard, Taylor Austin, 

Brooke Brinkley, Sammi Adams. Melissa Miller 
Row 3: Alyssa Gebo, Brianna Bias, Kelsey Bonewits, 

Ashley Thomas, Janessa Salinas 




Maggie Butkus 


Pumped up 

Blood pumping and adrenalized 
for a big rivalry game, senior 
Stephanie Negrete stands face 
to face with her opponent for 
tip-off. "I was so excited for the 
Highland game because I really 
wanted to beat them, and we 
did," said Negrete. 



D ' wins championships 

Watching her Ft. Wayne Con- 
cordia opponent carefully, se- 
nior Lauren Hansen gets low 
and in her defensive stance. 
"Defense is a very important 
part of basketball and a major 
contributor to our semi-state 
loss." said Hansen. The Lady 
Panthers lost to Concordia BA- 
SS at Northridge Gymnasium in 
Elkhart. Indiana. 
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Row I: Tyrell Tinnin, Ed Johnson, John Vinson, Jackson Buzea 

Row 2: Jacques Frank, Jacob Evanich. Jonathan Acevedo, Peter Sepulveda. 

Richie Zakrzewski 

Row 3: Stephanie Brandner, Jeff McClanahan. Calvin Bonewits, Brian Brilmyer, 
Kyle Terpstra, Justin Fronek, Amanda Bakko 


Row 1: Josh Ashenbaugh, Anton Calvert, Garrett Litke, Robert Fleischman 
Row 2: Austin Foster, Josh Chalifoux, Andrew O’Brien, Richie Zakrzewski. Jacob 
Schnoor 


Row 3: Robert Szabo, Daniel Miller. Steven Fry, Jonathan Acevedo, James 
Steinhubel 


Triple threat position 

As a four year starter on the var- 
sity basketball team, senior Ja- 
cob Evanich has a lot of funny 
memories at away games. "My 
favorite memory on a bus ride 
to an away game would have 
to be [senior] Jackson Buzea's 
dirty drawings," said Evanich. 



Kristen Pospychala 
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Row I: Jordan Gonzalez, Brandon Gale, Joseph Golub. Jesse Smith 

Row 2: Brandon Siska, Jack Kessey, Ben Parish, Austin Brown, Brian Fogarty 


Kristen Pospychala 

Lock down defense 

In the Northwest Crossroads 
Conference, the basketball 
team came in second behind 
the Munster Mustangs. The 
Panthers played the Hobart 
Brickies for a conference game 
and senior Peter Sepulveda 
said, "We re cool as the other 
side of the pillow. No confer- 
ence game is nerve-wracking 
for us." 


15 / 


Pre-game intimidation 

"Our pre-game was pretty fierce 
and it made every team feel in- 
timidated. It was a key factor in 
our success," said senior Jack- 
son Buzea. The pre-game was 
a long established tradition, 
and Buzea led the warm ups 

before every game since his 
Kristen Pospychala freshman year 



Rower 



Taking control 

Senior leadership can make 
or break a team. Senior Brian 
Brilmyer was not only a post 
player, but he also took charge 
of handling the ball at key mo- 
ments. "I'll miss being able 
to play with all of my friends 
everyday, twenty-four seven," 
said Brilmyer. 
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Deny. deny, deny 

The boys basketball team trav- 
eled to Hobart High School to 
beat the Brickies 61-47. "I was 
guarding that kid and shaking 
and baking, and I dominated 
him all game," said senior Kyle 
Terpstra after guarding a Ho- 
bart Brickie player to deny him 
the lane. 




Griffith 

Varsity 

Boy's 

Basketball 

Conference 

5-1 

Overall 

14-8 

Whiting 65-37 W 
Clark 7140 W 
Morton 4743 W 
Highland 6245 W 
Crown Point 
69-62 L 
Hobart (tourney) 
5546 W 

Wheeler (tourney) 
65-50 L 

Hanover Central 
74-50 L 

Hobart 6147 W 
Lowell 71-62 W 
Gavit 4746 W 
Andrean 67-51 W 
East Chicago Central 
7063 L 

Munster 6645 L 
Hammond 6846 L 
Calumet 7864 W 
Rensselaer Central 



Kristen Pospychala 


72-59 W 

Bishop Noll 69-53 L 
KV 69-52 W 
Lake Station 49-36 W 

Sectionals 

Knox 48-36 W 


Andrean 69-53 L 
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We are family 

Bonding is a crucial part of a great team. It enables a team to 
become one and to make playing come more naturally. Spending 
time together helps teammates trust one another and helps com- 
munication improve. “The team bonding was always hilarious. We 
have a lot of jokes, and it made it even harder to see the seniors 
leave, because we were all so close,” said junior Ed Johnson. The 
boys basketball team frequently went to each others houses and had 
pasta nights before every conference game. Before sectionals, the 
team went to Bridges Scoreboard to help everyone get comfortable 
and feel like a family. 

Dress for success 

Many sports teams here at GHS have to dress up on game days. 
The boy’s basketball team took to wearing dress pants and the ever 
popular sweater vests on game days. “Sweater vests were a way 
to not only look fine, but it was our team's good luck ritual,” said 
junior Calvin Bonewits. Not only did the team look suave off of 
the court, but their warm ups had a style all their own. The warm 
ups consisted of a white shooting shirt and black and gold striped 
snap pants. 

“We looked like some beasts in the warm ups. When you look 
good you play good, and let’s just say that we looked very good.” 
said junior Richie Zakrzewski. 

Bis headed seniors 

Every high school athlete dreams about the glory of senior night. 
Senior night for the boys basketball team was on February 19th 
against Kankakee Valley. On the special night, the seniors received 
head shots of themselves that were quadruple the size of their actual 
picture. Along with the giant head shots, the seniors also received 
a gift bag and a balloon. “I drove my picture around in my car for 
awhile to freak people out and my dad really wanted to keep it so 
he has it now,” said senior Jacques Frank. 

“My wife decided to do the head shots for the boys because we 
thought it would be a nice little keepsake for them,” said head coach 
Justin Fronek. The seniors on the basketball team consisted of John 
Vinson, Jackson Buzea, Jacob Evanich, Jacques Frank, Kyle Terp- 
stra, Brian Brilmyer, Peter Sepulveda and the manager Kara Buch- 
holz. The Panthers won their senior night 69-52. 


College bound 

Everyone knows’ that 'college is expensive. Receiving a schol- 
arship for a sport can help lessen the expenses of college. Senior 
Brian Brilmyer was one lucky player to receive a scholarship to 
go to Calumet College and play basketball. “I’m definitely looking 
forward to going to Cal College. I can’t wait to play better competi- 
tion and get better as a player,” said Brilmyer. 
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Sorry I can’t, I have Pantherettes.. 

Th™ Pantherettes have to practice as'much'as^any "other' team. 
They started practicing in May 2009 for the upcoming year. For 
ten months out of the year the Pantherettes are practicing five times 
a week anywhere from three to four hours. The amount of hours 
that the girls practice adds up to the same amount of hours there 
are in one month and two days. During the Pantherette season, the 
girls’ lives are mostly dedicated to practicing and performances, 
with little time for other activities. “We have practice almost ev- 
eryday. I always have to plan everything I do around Pantherettes. 
I don’t know how many times I’ve had to tell someone I can’t do 
something because I have Pantherette practice or a competition,” 
said junior Nelisa Caraballo. Although Pantherettes is very time 
consuming, the dancers on the squad love the sport too much for it 
to be a problem. “Even though I’m always busy with Pantherettes, I 
love to dance with them and I enjoy all the time I spend with them. 
I really wouldn’t have it any other way,” said Caraballo. 


;rett<gs in _ 

'10' prove uie lrdedicatiorPtmtlieir'coac h , the Pantherettes decided 
to incorporate the color purple into their wardrobe, nails, and even 
their hair. “Purple is the color that supports Miss [Teri] Calhoun’s 
cancer. We wanted to incorporate that into our routine, to let her 
know that we care,” said sophomore Mallory Baccino. The girls 
bought purple hip-hop shoes, purple gems for their jackets, and 
purple nail polish. The color purple wasn’t only peaking out from 
their outfits but also from their hair. “A few girls were nervous to 
dye purple peek-a-boo’s in their hair, but almost all of us ended 
up going through with it. It looked awesome at the competition 
because we intertwined the purple from our hair into the braid,” 
said Baccino. The dying process took almost two hours. First, they 
had to bleach a strip of hair, which took about an hour, and then 
they had to apply the dye which took about 45 minutes. “We made 
a statement at state with our purple peek-a-boo’s and I know I was 
really sad to see the season end,” said Baccino. 
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The Pantherette’team' became a big group of sisters when they 
joined together many times for team bonding activities. Through- 
out the year the team did everything from staying at their coaches 
house to scavenger hunts and bonfires. “My favorite part about 
team bonding is that it makes the team close and sisterly. We stayed 
the night at Hanna’s [Vrabely] grandma’s house before regionals 
and talked all night. I remember before the Lowell football game 
we went to Rebecca’s [Franker] house and played Apple Schmear. 
It was really messy because you hit apples with tennis rackets and 
they explode, but it was still fun and it’s not something you do every 
day,” said junior Kelly Jones. 




Hip Hop 



Getting ready for 
competition 



Pom performance 



Starpower 



Stepping stones 

Tneteanrstartea oft th^year going to a different dance studio than 
the previous year, which was an adjustment that the older mem- 
bers had to get used to. The Pantherettes went to Origins Dance 
Academy which is located in the Crown Point Square. They hired 
a professional choreographer from California to teach them a hip- 
hop routine, but he left the team with an unfinished dance. “We had 
to change our routine majorly four different times this year. It was 
stressful at times having to learn different choreography, but as a 
team we always pulled it together,” said Franker. After two team 
members were injured, the girls had to change the formations of 
both the hip-hop and pom routines. “We had a girl from Purdue 
come help us change the things in our dances that weren’t working 
out, and it helped us finally have a set routine,” said Franker. 
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4th of July parade 


Competitions 

Munster: Hip Hop- 2nd place 
Kahler: Pom- 1st place 
Hip Hop- 2nd place 
Lake Central: Hip Hop- 2nd place 
Regionals: Pom- 4th place 
Hip Hop- 4th place 
State: Pom- 6th place 
Hip Hop- 7th place 



<3 75 


photo provided 


Celebrating the 75th anniver- 
sary game, the Pantherettes 
shake their poms to form "<3 
75." "I love performing at foot- 
ball games because I love 
football season. It's one of the 
things I'm going to miss the 
most," said senior Kier Brinkley. 



Kaitlyn Herron 

Hairspray happy 


With tons of hair supplies in 
reach, Emily Gierman starts se- 
nior Rebecca Franker's hair. "Em- 
ily's really creative with our hair 
for hip-hop, but she uses so much 
hair spray and tons of bobby pins 
that hurt my head," said Franker. 

Chin up! 

Keeping her chin up and toes 
pointed, sophomore Sarah Clark 
does a high kick. "The best thing 
about performing at basketball 
games is being able to show the 
school what we work hard for. 
We also always have to remem- 
ber when we perform to keep our 
chins up and not to look at the 
crowd," said Clark. 







Imma be on the next level 

High-fiving each other, sopho- 
mores Mallory Baccino and 
Hanna Vrabely get set in their 
poses for the Pantherette hip- 
hop routine. "Everytime we 
did our pose, we always did 
the same facial expression, 
mouthed I love you' to each 
other, and then we started 
laughing," said Vrabely. 


Ali Pietrucha 
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Row I: Jillian Dixon, Kelly Jones. Sara Winiecki. Sarah Clark. Nelisa Caraballo 
Row 2: Sarah Guistolisi. Kaitlyn Herron, Mallory Baccino. Rebecca Franker. Katie 
Mitchell, Angelina Ojeda 

Row 3: Kier Brinkley, Vicki Solivais. Katie Bridges, Brooke Trueblood, Hanna Vrabely 
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Friday night football 
Striking a pose for the halftime 
show, the Pantherettes dance to 
"Gonna be Startin Something" 
on the night of the 75th anniver- 
sary game. "Its hard to perform on 
nights that it has rained because 
we have to dance on the slippery, 
muddy field," said senior Angelina 
Ojeda. 

We are fierce 
Ending with adrenaline traveling 
through their veins, the Griffith 
Pantherettes hit their last motion. 
"The Munster competition was 
the day after Turnabout and we 
had to get up at 5:30 A M., so 
we were all kind of tired. We per- 
formed pom last so I told every- 
one to keep up their energy and 
give it their all, " said senior Katie 
Mitchell. 



photo provided 

Up. up. up 

After overcoming many obstacles 
this year, the Pantherettes per- 
formed with ease at their first 
competition. "I was nervous the 
first time we performed at Mun- 
ster, because it was a big com- 
petition. We all did our best, con- 
sidering all the changes we made 
to our routine two weeks before 
this competition," said sophomore 
Vicki Solivais. 



Bottoms up 

Performing a trick from the hip- 
hop routine, senior Sara Win- 
iecki keeps her balance. "It was 
kind of a difficult trick for the 
team to get in sync, but I think 
we performed it well, and it 
gave a cool hip-hop visual." said 
Winiecki. 
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Junior Varsity Varsity 



Row 1: Jessica Breclaw, Trisha Monroe 

Row 2: Ashley Darrough, Taylor Long, Lakisha Hill 

Row 3: Jenny Lanfear, Kylee Ulm, Rebecca Basaleh, Crystal Vanwhite 


Row I: Sabrina Santos, Michelle Velez, Ellison Cullen, Kelsey Taylor 
Row 2: Aisha Darrough, Emily Witvoet. Morgan Dillon, Ailey Clark 


The future of cheerleading 

Before the big storm that put a delay 
on the football game and brought 
everybody into the fieldhouse, the 
little girls were doing the cheers 
they learned at the camp. "My fa- 
vorite part of little girl's camp is see- 
ing all the girls having a blast.'said 
sophomore Emily Witvoet. 
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Going to new heights 

Between the Junior Varsity and 
Varsity basketball game, the 
cheerleaders warm up for all of 
their stunts, "It helps to know 
what is going on before we get 
out there so that we will not drop 
stunts and look unprepared," 
said sophomore Jenny Lanfear. 








s 


Stunting is a habit 

Ending the quarter cheer with 
a pyramid, junior Rebecca Ba- 
saleh is the middle flyer of the 
stunt. "This stunt shows our 
strength in different ways, be- 
cause the middle stunt only 
has one girl holding it all," said 
Basaleh. 



Ali Pietrucha 



Got spirit? Let's hear it! 

Before tip off, the cheerleaders 
did stunts for the crowd while 
the players are named off. "I en- 
joy starting off a big game with 
a jaw-dropping stunt," said ju- 
nior Kylee Ulm. They do three to 
five stunts to get the crowd and 
players ready for a great game. 

Yell it louder! 

During time outs, the cheer- 
leaders throw up stunts and 
do crowd cheers. "Out of all 
four years on this team, this 
year by far had the best stunts," 
said senior Taylor long. Time 
out stunts are a way to get the 
crowd involved while the game 
is stopped. 




Senior Night 




Andrean game 



Little girls camp 




Pep rally 


Keeping spirit 
alive 
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Little girls’ camp 

Little girl’s cheer camp allows girls from preschool to sixth grade to 
experience what it is to be a cheerleader, “It gives the little girls in the 
community the opportunity to work one on one with older girls that 
they look up to,” said Coach Amber Parsons. 

These girls are divided by age groups, and taught cheer motions and 
dance steps. They also play fun games and learn silly chants. Through- 
out the week, they celebrate theme days, as well as participate in which 
groups has most spirit contest. 

“The fun that they have at camp ignites a spark that draws them 
back,” said Parsons. “Not only do these girls benefit from this experi- 
ence, so do the cheerleaders,” added Parsons. 

Little girls’ camp is their main fundraiser. But it is much more than 
raising money for their squad. “It is the opportunity to remember when 
they were little girls playing games with their idols. Some girls who 
want to teach get their first hand experience. I think one of the most 
important things they leant is about giving back to the community they 
live in,” said Parsons. 

Away we go 

For most students’’’ summer means school is over, but not for the 
cheerleaders. They attended camp in July to learn new cheers and 
stunts. The camp was held at IUPUI in Indianapolis. Cheer camp al- 
lowed the girls to practice new routines, meet cheerleaders from other 
schools, and bond with their own squads. “It helped with team bonding 
because we got to get to know people on the squad better,” said senior 
Taylor Long. 

“We were pushed harder, because we had to compete with everyone 
else and learn harder stunts,” said senior Trisha Monore. All their hard 
work paid off. Junior Varsity won first place in two competitions. Both 
squads were awarded the spirit stick. They also won awards for mo- 
tions, stunting safety and the most outgoing squad. 

New perspective 

Practicing cheers and working on stunts brings back memories 
for Coach Joanna Tinich who once herself cheered for Griffith High 
School. A few years later, she now joins the coaching staff as alumni. 
“The experience that I brought to the team was that I knew the tradi- 
tions that once were upheld and expected. I wanted to bring that back 
to the squad,” said Tinich. 

Coaching has its rewards, as well as, it challenges. “The most re- 
warding part of coaching is getting to know the individuals that make 
up the squad and seeing them grow throughout the year. Not only was 
I a mentor, but the girls taught me as well,” said Tinich. 

Cheer coaches set goals based on the potential that they see in their 
squads. “I feel they are capable of being an awesome team. My plans 
for them in the future are to make them stronger by challenging them 
to put in all their effort and to push themselves by giving it their all,” 
said Tinich. 

Becoming one 

Supporting eaclvother both on the ground and up in the air helps make 
the team become stronger. The cheerleaders bond together throughout 
the year in various ways. “Going to camp and spending time together 
was a great way to bond,” said sophomore Morgan Dillon. Free stunt 
time at practice gives the girls the time that they need to express them- 
selves and just goof off and have fun. “Our squad clicks, because we 
laugh and support each other,” said Dillon. The stronger the squad the 
more trust the girls have to attempt harder routines. 

“It is important for our team to bond together so that we can get more 
complex stunts,” said junior Taylor Surowiec. 
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Moving up 

“I felt lik?we really accomplished something because we were 
considered the underdogs and it was a surprise that we made it past 
sectionals,” said sohpomore Elizabeth Kras. The girls’ bowling 
team rolled their way through sectionals and regionals and quali- 
fied for semi-state for the second year in a row. At semi-state in 
South Bend, the girls’ team placed twelfth out of fourteen. Some of 
the girls’ bowlers believe that their accomplishments this year were 
a result of how close the team became. 

“I felt like the team became really close throughout the season. 
When we had bowling meets, there was a lot of team support and 
it really motivated you to do better,” said senior Jessica Burbridge. 


Lasting impressions 

One major goal of all high school athletes is simply to be re- 
membered after they graduate. Whether it is a broken record or 
a state qualification, no one wants to just blend in to the endless 
sea of athletes that have played or competed for GHS. This year, 
three bowlers on the girls’ bowling team had their moment to stand 
out. Junior Courtney Koleski and sophomores Elizabeth Kras and 
Maggie Cartwright qualified individually for semi-state. “It took a 
lot of hard work to get to semi-state. I felt really accomplished and 
excited,” said Cartwright. Koleski finished tenth at semi-state and 
advanced to state. 

“I was calm at state because I had already advanced the first three 
weeks, so I was over the nerves,” said Koleski. These girls have all 
successfully left their mark in the history of GHS sports. 

Laughs off the lanes 

The boys’ bowling team had a successful year, but their sea- 
son surely was not all serious. Every Wednesday night after meets, 
most of the boys’ bowling team would go to Hooter's restaurant 
with part of the Calumet team and Highland team. The rival teams 
would look forward to the night out no matter what the outcome of 
the meet was. After one meet at Plaza Lanes, junior Jeff Tinich was 
in a hurry and turned the wrong way in reverse out of an angled 
parking spot. He heard a crunch, and realized he had backed into a 
diesel truck. Nearly the whole boys’ varsity bowling team watched 
this incident. “It was probably the stupidest thing I’ve seen in my 
entire life. Afterwards, Tinich’s car was all mangled up and the 
trunk was open,” said senior Eric Weber. 

The mystery of bowling scores 

Nearly anyone who is somewhat familiar with sports knows that 
there are four quarters in a football game. They would also prob- 
ably know that in golf, the player with the least amount of strokes 
is the winner. The scoring of bowling meets, however, is a mystery 
to almost anyone who is not a competitive bowler. Two games are 
played each meet. In each game, there are five bowlers. The first 
bowler on one team bowls against the first bowler on the opposing 
team, the second bowler bowls against the second bowler on the 
opposing team, and so on. The winner between the two competitors 
earns one point. The team with a high series, which is the sum of 
all five scores, that is higher than the other team’s high series earns 
five points. The team with the most points at the end of the meet is 
the winner. 



Griffith 

Varsity 

Bowling 

Conference 
Girls 8-3 
Boys 8-3 
Overall 
16-6 

Semi-State 
Individual 
Qualifiers 
Courtney 
Koleski, 11 
Elizabeth 
Kras, 10 
Maggie 
Cartwright, 
10 

State 
Individual 
Qualifier 
Courtney 
Koleski, 11 





Please, ’spare" our biceps! 

Deep in concentration, junior 
Jeff Tinich gets ready to knock 
down that last pin. "For every 
spare we missed at practice, 
we had to do twenty push-ups. 
It was annoying because it was 
completely irrelevant to bowl- 
ing," said Tinich. 
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Sesame Street smiles 

Ready to bowl a strike, junior 
Chris Plucinski walks to the 
lane. Boys' practices were seri- 
ous, but they still found time for 
laughs. "Practices got boring, 
so we gave each other Sesame 
Street nicknames to entertain 
each other," said Plucinski. 


A game of focus 

"Its really important to concen- 
trate before you bowl because 
you have to be precise on hit- 
ting your mark," said junior Kyle 
Uylaki. The intense concentra- 
tion at practice led the boys' 
bowling team to place fifth at 
regionals. 



Mandi Clark 



Row 1: Lucas Glass. Jeff Tinich. Dale Young, Kyle Uylaki 
Row 2: Jose Cisneros, Ryan McCoy, Eric Weber, Chris Plucinski 



Row 1: Cali Lemus, Brenda Banks, Miryea Cisneros, Tiffany Sanders. 
Maggie Cartwright 

Row 2: Blaire Gearheart. Courtney Houser, Elizabeth Kras. Courtney 
Koleski, Courtney Hargis. Megan Gale 


Practicing for perfection 

Perfecting her form, junior Me- 
gan Gale bowls with the rest of 
the girls' team at Plaza Lanes. 
All of their hard work paid off 
when they unexpectedly made 
it to semi-state. "As a team, 
we went farther than we ever 
thought we would." said Gale. 



Mandi Clark 

Lounging at the lanes 

Despite a few incidents at the 
lanes, sophomores Courtney 
Hargis and Elizabeth Kras are 
very close friends. "One time at 
practice, I picked up a ball from 
the ball rack and it slipped from 
my hands. The ball landed on 
Elizabeth's foot," said Hargis. 
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Row 1: Miguel Valtierra. Dylan Moulesong, Joey Vaclavik Thomas Kudyba. Jordan 
Long. Stephen Duhon 

Row 2: Chris Pirtle. Garrett Walter, Ethan Adams. Zach Pirtle. Jake Long. Gabe 
Sotres. Jake Anderson, John Morikis. Danny Bolda 

Row 3: David Stokes. Nikola Pupae. Jimmy Burch, Christian Martinez. Nick Sharp. 
Nick Kudyba. Shannon Schiedel 

Row H: Jenna Berzy. Doug Price, Greg Myers, Jeremy Starks, Zach Bozinovich. Matt 
Ficht, Ron Higginbotham, Sam Fies 



Raquel Mazur 


You've got this! 

At sectional finals, junior Zach 
Pirtle cheers for senior Jake 
Long in the last leg of the 200 
free relay. "I am going to miss 
the seniors next year." said 
Pirtle. "They were a huge inspi- 
ration for me for the past three 
years." 


Point your toes 

Having multiple road blocks this 
year, senior Jake Anderson fo- 
cuses on what he needs to do. 
"I tore the supporting muscles 
in my ankle," said Anderson. 
Anderson will be attending Wa- 
bash College in the fall and be a 
member of the diving team. 



Raquel Mazur 


It's all about timing 

"I'm used to big meets like 
sectionals since I swam at age 
group state." said freshman 
Danny Bolda. "I got my best 
times there too. even though it 
wasn't what I was aiming for, it 
was close enough." 


Ready to kick butt! 

"I enjoy everything about swim- 
ming, even the four hour Christ- 
mas break practices!" said junior 
Zach Bozinovich. Bozinovich 
dropped over 30 seconds this year 
in his combined events, and got 
his best times at sectionals, which 
was held at Crown Point High 
School. 


Don't touch the baby oil! 
Getting lathered up with a com- 
bination of baby oil and metha- 
nol, senior Dan Rodriguez pre- 
pares himself mentally for his 
sectional race. T ended up drop- 
ping time and got first in my 
100 fly heat," said Rodriguez. 
"I'm going to miss the bus rides 
and being goofy with everyone." 
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Amanda Zaborowski 


New faces in the pool 

Practice makes perfect, and 
that is a fact when it comes 
to freshman Stephen Duhon. 
I joined because I thought it 
would be exciting," said Duhon. 
"It was. I went from 32 seconds 
to 29 in my 50 free split!" 
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Jimmy Burch. 12 


Griffith 
Boys Varsity 
Swimming 

Conference 

2-3 

Overall 

84 

Munster 
128.5-57.5 L 
Hobart 
126-54 W 
KV 

100-80 L 
Merrillville 
98-88 W 
Wheeler 
128-52 W 
Gavit 
15049 W 
West Side 
150-14 W 
Highland 
108-78 L 
Morton 
105-78 L 
Lowell 
115-70 W 
Hammond 
High 

162-59 W 
East Chicago 
162-86 W 
Calumet 
130-5 W 
Bishop Noll 
89-12 W 
Clark 
89-12 W 
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Season overview 

Having eleven returning seniors this year set high expectations 
'for the season. After finishing with a 10-4 record and 3-3 in confer- 
ence last year, the boys wanted to come back and build on it. They 
achieved that goal with an 11-4 record and 2-3 in conference. The 
boys beat Lowell again this year, along with Merrillville, in a close 
ten-point meet. “Everyone dropped a lot of time, which was good 
because it was still the beginning of the season,” said senior Nikola 
Pupae. “The odds were against us. We didn’t think we were going 
to win.” 

Personal highs and lows 

With every failt^^^mes success. Working hard and pushing 
through the tough practices lead to multiple best times and personal 
successes. “I wanted to perform at my best. It paid off because I 
dropped a bunch of time in my beaststroke,” said senior Nick Sharp. 

Not only did seniors leave with a bang, but the underclassmen 
pushed themselves harder than ever. “I made it into sectional finals 
this year, placing eleventh out of the top twelve,” said sophomore 
diver Joey Vaclavik. “I was really surprised I made it. I think I got 
lucky that other people failed their last dive.” 

Before the success came, though, there were disappointments 
and frustrations shared. “I hurt my hip from indoor soccer in the 
beginning of the season. I was out for three weeks,” said junior 
Nick Kudyba. “It made me have to practice harder when I got back 
in the water.” 

“Near the end of the season, I was ready to be done,” said junior 
Jeremy Starks. “I had to use the hope that it’d be over soon to make 
it through the last three hard weeks.” 


Getting through the long days 

In order to make it through the three to four hour long practices, 
some form of entertainment is needed. Whether it is some jokes be- 
tween sets or some unwinding in the locker room afterwards, every 
little bit helps when exhaustion sets in. “After practice, we were all 
showering. (Senior) Gabe Sotres slid across the floor on his stom- 
ach. A couple other people joined him,” said junior David Stokes. 

One of the funniest guys on the team, junior Jeremy Starks, al- 
ways managed to keep everyone in good moods with a smile on 
their faces despite the difficulty of it. “Jeremy lightens the mood 
at practices and makes things more enjoyable,” said junior Matt 
Ficht. “One of my favorite moments is when he does the Sam im- 
personations.” 

Rewards for the hard work 

After the season is all said and done, awards night comes with 
great expectations. The team is given the option to vote for who 
they believe deserves MVP, most improved, rookie of the year, and 
best mental attitude. This year, senior Jake Long earned MVP, most 
improved went to junior Jeremy Starks, freshman Danny Bolda 
was rookie of the year, and best mental attitude was awarded to 
junior Zach Bozinovich. When the team votes on who they want to 
be rewarded at the end of the season, it tends to mean more because 
their teammates saw them as someone who stood out. In swim- 
ming, swimmers spend a good chunk of their day and Christmas 
break with their teammates. They get to know how they act in cer- 
tain situations, and who is capable of leading their team with grace. 
In the end, it is sad to say goodbye, especially to the seniors. After 
the blood, sweat, tears, and chlorine, the guys leave the pool as 
brothers. 
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Freestyle with the memories 

“Spending the season listening to [junior] Jeremy Starks 
was the funniest thing I remember about swimming. He al- 
ways mimicked people and kept me laughing all the time. 
It was a lot more funnier than I could have imagined,” said 
freshman Taylor Backe. Whatever the memory may be, each 
swimmer holds a special remembrance to what they feel to- 
wards the swimming season. As the team executed many 
exercises everyone gained some sort of memory. 

“I would have to say playing water polo with the team was 
the most fun time for me. I’ll always remember it,” said 
sophomore Ashley Noojin. 

A school of fish...or friends 

Gri ffi di*flign School swimmer^nat^makeTricnds with 
peers they never would have imagined themselves friends 
with. “I got to meet a lot of new people and got closer to the 
people I already knew,” said freshman Manon Carter. The 
girls weren't just friends in the pool; they also had a Christ- 
mas party held at senior Ali Pietrucha’s house. The team had 
a gift exchange and recited a poem while each girl passed 
presents around for the grab bag. 

Freshman Frenzy 

Being a team of freshmen, the team overcame a lot of 
obstacles. Many of the incoming freshman had no past 
swimming experience, but stepped up and contributed to 
the team’s wins. Freshman Cindy Mclnemey recieved the 
Rookie of the Year award and felt proud of everything she's 
accomplished this year. “I feel satisfied with the job I did. I 
was glad that I did so well because I never swam in orga- 
nized swimming before. Just winning the award proved to 
myself I did my best,” said Mclnemey. 

For the first time, all the freshman girls received Most 
Improved award. They put forth a lot of effort throughout 
the season and enhanced their skills. 

After the awards 

The’team'camc together at thtrend all anticipating the awards 
being divided amongst the team. Not knowing who would 
win what, Ali Pietrucha received MVP, while sophomore 
Rachel Garastik took Best Mental Attitude. Four records 
have been broken this year with Ali Pietrucha breaking three 
records solely on her own: the 200 Individual Medley 2:21, 
200 Freestyle 2:08, 100 Backstroke 1:03. The fourth record 
to be broken was the 200 Medley Relay 2:03 with senior Ali 
Pietrucha in the backstroke, freshman Cindy Mclnemey in 
breaststroke, sophomore Kalie Lastagarkov in butterfly and 
senior Lindsey Meece in freestyle. 


Griffith 

Varsity 

Girls' 

Swimming 

Conference 

14 

Overall 

9-6 

Highland 
94-89 L 
Lowell 
133-50 L 
Munster 
135-51 L 
Hobart 
101-76 W 
KV 113-73 L 
Merrillville 
100-85 L 
Wheeler 
114-66 L 
Gavit 11 1-64 W 
West Side 
11141 W 
Morton 
107.5-67.5 W 
Hammond 
164-73 W 
East Chicago 
164-68 W 
Calumet 
Forfeit W 
Bishop Noll 
158-55 W 
Clark 1 58-59 W 
Conference Meet 


lb? 


5th 



Eyes on the prize 

"When I'm taking my warm-up 
lap before a meet it helps me 
focus and concentrate on what 
I need to do," said junior Casey 
McDaniel. McDaniel ending up 
winning the race at the Hobart 
meet. 

Winning the gold 

Pumped up, senior Ali Pietru- 
cha. gets prepared for the 200 
IM race. "The start is really 
important because, in a race, 
it can all come down to a mil- 
lisecond," said Pietrucha. 





Ali Pietrucha 







Row 1: Bri-anne Andriessen, Jesse Yarnelle, Sara Torres. Alyssa Lanting, Shannon 
Kunka. Jessica Hermosillo. Michelle Torres. Michelle Urena. Emily Linders 
Row 2: Abby Zarndt. Manon Carter, Alexis Morikis, Cindy Mclnerney, Stephanie DiS- 
anto, Lauren Paprocki, Kaitlyn Gonzalez, Hannah Million, Rachel Mierzwa, Kimberly Dye 
Row 3: Rachell Hayes. Rachel Garastik. Alyssa Newiadomski, Sarah Kuna, Taylor 
Backe, Kalie Lastagarkov, Cristina Aldape, Ashley Noojin 

Row *: Jenna Berzy, Raquel Mazur, Lindsay Meece, Ali Pietrucha, Casey McDaniel, 
Allison Meece. Shannon Sheidel 


Diving into the water 

Doing a back dive at a Griffith 
meet, freshman Shannon Kun- 
ka dives into the water. "Diving 
is kind of like I'm flying in the air 
or on a trampoline just you are 
falling to the water instead," 
said Kunka. 


Amanda Zaborowski 


The walk of fame 

Celebrating for re-breaking the 
medley relay at sectionals is some- 
thing the team is very proud of. The 
relay team consisted of freshman 
Cindy Mclnerney, sophomore Ka- 
lie Lastagarkov. and seniors Ali Pi- 
etrucha and Lindsay Meece. "I real- 
ly enjoyed the overall atmosphere 
of sectionals." said Mclnerney. 




pnoto provided 


Lending a hand 

Helping each other stretch out 
their inner thighs are sopho- 
mores Rachel Garastik and Ka- 
lie Lastagarkov. "I didn't enjoy 
practicing and stretching, but I 
did enjoy the friends I made in 
swimming," said Garastik. 


•'•Y.'* - - 

Amanda Zaborowski 







Row 1: Matt Beck. Mark Douglas, Barry Baltrusis. Joe Nunez, Shawn Siokos 
Row 2: Shi Fassoth, Nick Brumett. Collin Slagle, Zach Muller, Jake Koselke 
Row 3: TyJuan Culbreath Jr., Tyler Yost, Mark Rex, Justin Herrara, Joey Ri- 
vera, Ryan Bluhm, Brian Orzechowicz 

Row Russ Radke, Andrew Zarndt, Robbie Megquier, Travis Walls, Nick 
Stassin, Ryan Camp 
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Drop 'em down 

During wrestling sectional ju- 
nior Brian Orzechowicz works 
hard to put his 112 pound foe 
on his back. "I wish I could 
have placed higher, but I was 
happy I advanced to Region- 
als." Orzechowicz placed 2nd 
in the event. 

Roll 'em around 

To pin the other wrestler suc- 
cessfully in the 119 weight 
bracket, senior Shawn Siokos 
makes an attempt to get his 
opponent on his back. "I had 
some tough competition but 
ended up dominating that tour- 
nament," said Siokos 





Pick 'em up 

In the process of winning 
his match for the 145 pound 
weight class, senior Matt Beck 
takes his partner down in the 
Griffith Super Duals Tourna- 
ment. "I made this kid cry and 
bleed, and he still wanted to 
wrestle me, so I destroyed 
him," said Beck. 


Get 'em to the mat 

"I tried to get him down, but he 
put up a fight," said senior Joe 
Nunez. Nunez. Nunez was com- 
peting in a match for the 135 
weigh class at Hobart for a shot 
at a conference title. 



Photo provided 



After a win 

Moments after a victory over 
his opponent in the 285 pound 
weigh class at Calumet High 
School, senior Mark Douglas 
relaxes after his match. "The 
match took a lot out of me. so 
I was taking a breath before my 
next match," said Douglas. 




Griffith 

Varsity 

Wrestling 

Conference 

24 

Overall 

9-7 


Gavit 54-24 W 
Clark 53-19 W 
Munster 46-27 L 
Concord 48-30 W 
Michigan City 
57-21 W 

South Bend Clay 49- 
18 L 

East Noble 48-18 L 
Lowell 48-18 L 
Hobart 55-16 L 
Andrean 66-18 W 
Highland 42-33 W 
KV 50-24 L 
Lake Station 58-8 W 
Calumet 48-20 L 


Get em 
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Awards and recognitions 

Throughout the wrestling season, several of the team members 
earned awards and special recognitions for their outstanding efforts 
on and off the mat. Junior Brian Orzechowicz was voted varsity 
Most Valuable Wrestling by his coaches and teammates. Junior 
Collin Slagle was voted Varsity Most Improved. An accomplish- 
ment gained by senior team captain, Matt Beck, was the voted Best 
Mental Attitude and also was greatly honored with the title of Aca- 
demic All-State, first team. 

Working toward State 

The boys on the team went far in state competitions for the 2009- 
20 1 0 year. Several of them even went as far as Semi-State. The road 
to state is a tough one, having to go through Sectionals, Regionals, 
and a Semi-State before being a contender in the big state tourna- 
ment. Unfortunately, none of the members of the wrestling team 
this year were able to advance to State. But on the upside, several 
boys earned Sectional and Regional titles, including junior Collin 
Slagle, junior Brian Orzechowicz, senior Shawn Siokos, and senior 
Matt Beck, taking 2nd in their individual weight brackets. Seniors 
Kevin Bynum and Mark Douglas placed 3rd in their weight groups, 
and senior Joe Nunez, freshman Preston Nelson and sophomore 
Justin Herrera placed 4th in their weight classes. For Regional con- 
tenders, Slagle, Orzechowicz, Siokos, and Beck all placed 2nd in 
their weight brackets, taking Regional titles. Semi-state qualifiers 
were Slagle, Orzechowicz, Siokos, Beck, and Douglas. 

Getting ready 

Preparations for meets and tournaments are strict for the wrestlers 
who participate in them. From running with mounds of clothes on 
to “cutting” pounds in mere hours, these boys demonstrate a major 
amount of dedication. “To drop weight before a meet or tourna- 
ment, we would wear a bunch of sweats and stuff to help us drop 
weight quicker,” said sophomore Robbie Megquier. Most of the 
time, the boys opt to eat less than usual to maintain weight. This is a 
more risky approach to quick weigh loss, but is found to be the most 
effective method, according to several of the wrestlers. 

Bringing it all together 

To become a strong, close knit clan, teams like to do different 
types of activities to ignite the union. For the wrestling team this 
year, they did a few activities to help them succeed individually and 
as a team. “We would go out to eat every Saturday. Red Robin was 
usually the spot. Ordering unlimited root beer floats was awesome, 
but not for our weight though,” said sophomore Tyler Yost. Along 
with that time they spend together on the side, the team also spent 
lots of time practicing everyday after school, on academic breaks, 
and tournaments almost every to every other weekend. 
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Teamwork 

After slapping raquets for good 
luck, doubles partners junior 
Chrissy Cologrove and senior 
Jackie Lopez get ready to domi- 
nate. "I had a great time this 
season. Jackie and I worked 
very hard and made a great 
doubles team," said Colgrove. 


Lindsay Sopetti, 11 

Griffith 

Girls' 

Varsity 

Tennis 

Conference 

0-6 

Overall 3-11 


Calumet 4-1 W 
Bishop Noll 
3-2 L 

Lake Central 
5-0 L 

Clark 5-0 W 
Portage 5-0 L 
Highland 5-0 L 
KV 5-0 L 
Lowell 5-0 L 
Andrean 4-1 L 
Hobart 5-0 L 
Munster 5-0 L 
Gavit 4-1 W 
Wheeler 4-1 L 

Sectionals 
Highland 5-0 L 


Serve it up! 

page by: Melissa Miller 
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Sticking together 

Every team goes through many ups and downs during the span of 
their season. A challenging practice or a heartbreaking defeat can 
cause a team to quickly fall apart. Sticking together and never giv- 
ing up during a long match is one of the reasons why the girls tennis 
team had such a successful season. “I enjoy being on the tennis 
team because all the girls are really fun to be around. No matter 
win or lose, we always have each others’ backs,” said sophomore 
Alyssa Carter. 

Rivalry 

Ew^ports* team at GHS has at least one rivalry team in their 
schedule. This season most of the girls really looked forward to 
playing the Hobart Brickies. “ I was really excitied for our match 
against Hobart,” said junior Michelle Sopetti. Even though the 
Panthers were defeated by the Brickes they put forth a lot of ef- 
fort. “Our skill level and Hobart’s is pretty equal. All our matches 
against them are usually very exciting and close,” said Sopetti. 


A t flnal farewell 

At the end of every season the girls’ tennis team has an award ban- 
quet in the GHS cafeteria. At the banquet everyone participates in 
a gift exchanging game called “The White Elephant.” Every girl 
brings a tacky random gift to the banquet. Some of the random 
gifts this year included a large candle stand, a necklace, and a frog 
printed purse. The girls draw names out of a hat and either grab 
a gift off the table or steal one from another teammate. “The gift 
exchange is really fun and gets very intense. It’s a great way to end 
the season,” said sophomore Amber Atkins. 


Sectionals 

Wmninginlectional championship is one of the biggest goals for 
all high school sports teams. Even though the girls’ tennis team 
went into sectionals with a losing record, they had a lot of confin- 
dence that they could be victorious. Unfortunatly the girls’ were 
defeated by their long time rival the Highland Trojans early in the 
first round. “Even though we lost I think we did the best we could. 
I’m very of all the girls for doing their best and never giving up,” 
said junior Lindsey Sopetti. 



Ace! 

About to serve the ball, junior 
Mary-Carmen Meraz concen- 
trates on her swing. 'This year 
was tough on every one but we 
really came together as a team 
and never gave up," said Meraz. 




Row 1: Mercedes Hermosillo, Mari-Carmen Meraz. Jessica Hermosillo. Jackie 
Lopez. Kara Buchholz, Sarah Torres, Michelle Torres. Michelle Urena 
Row 2: Juliana Duvnjak, Stacie Webber, Miryea Cisneros, Rashawn Gamble, All 
Acevedo. Imani Ross, Chrissy Colgrove, Karina Silva 

Row 3: Coach Harnew. Amber Atkins, Katie Cahill, Sydney Lidster, Michelle 
Sopetti. Lindsey Sopetti. Brooke Pospychala, Alyssa Carter, and Tracy Sines 


Taking care of business 

After sharing the game plan of 
how to demolish the Highland 
Trojans, Coach Tracy Sines of- 
fers her advice. "This season 
the girls improved their person- 
al weaknesses and played their 
hardest," said Sines. 



Serve Recieve 

Receiving a serve from the op- 
posing team, junior captain 
Jessica Hermosillo tries to earn 
a point for the Panthers. "Play- 
ing the number one spot this 
year had many challenges, but I 
overcame them and had a lot of 
awesome times doing so," said 
Hermosillo. 


Senior year 

After returning a serve from the 
Panthers' long time rival the 
Highland Trojans, senior Kara 
Buchholz gets ready to play de- 
fense. "I love playing tennis. I 
had a great senior year on the 
team," said Buchholz. "I'm very 
sad for my final season to come 
to an end; I'm going to miss ev- 
eryone." 


Ib7 






Row I: Ross Myers. Jacob Loomis, Zach Kisfalusi, Zach Spires. Josh Kisfalusi. Josh 
Ashenbaugh. Sean Downs. Tyler Morrison 

Row 2: Logan Bocok, Nick Stassin. William Bogan, Mike Worosz, James Steinhubel, 
Nick Ficht. Justin Phillips 





Jake Long 

Putt for par 

Number one golfer, senior Jus- 
tin Phillips, has been the most 
consistent golfer on the team 
with an average of 41. "I can't 
describe this season other than 
it was a complete success." 
said Phillips. 



Jake Long 

FORE! 

Known on the team for his 
low shots and ridiculous com- 
ments, sophomore Nick Stas- 
sin is one of the four returning 
varsity golfers from last year's 
regional qualifying team. "We 
were looking to improve upon 
last year's finish this season, 
and we didn't let ourselves 
down,” said Stassin. 
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Griffith 

Varsity 

Golf 

Conference 

3-3 

Overall 

134 

Andrean 171-189 L 
Portage 176-155 L 
Munster178-165 L 
Wheeler 187-194 W 
Hobart 183-187 L 
Clark 173-217 W 
Gavit 171-223 W 
Lake Station 
167-250 W 
KV Invite 
361 7th 

Highland 184-187 W 
Lowell 169-182 W 
Calumet/Morton/ 
Whiting 0-5 W 
ECC/ Clark/Whiting 
3-2 W 
LC Invite 
369 10th 
NCC Tournament 
3523rd 

Sectionals 

3393rd 

Regionals 
358 12th 


Struggles lead to 
success 

page by Zach Kisfalusi and Jake Long 

Bangin’ Bus Rides 

The Griffith HiglTScnoolnoys’ golf team does not practice like 
an ordinary sports team. The boys have to travel to Sherwood Golf 
course every day to practice and for their home matches. This means 
that the boys ride the short bus driven by coach Mike Worosz. “The 
bus rides are awesome because we mess around since we are on the 
short bus, and we listen to Q 101 on the way to our matches,” said 
junior Matt Ficht. “I usually like to take a nap on Justin’s [Phillips] 
shoulder, so 1 don’t fall asleep on the golf course.” The team has to 
spend at least fifteen minutes each way on the bus, as well as prac- 
ticing together for multiple hours everyday from spring break until 
the end of the school year. 

Practice 

Witn aTongseason, the golf team begins practice usually when the 
weather outside is not very friendly with temperatures below 50 
degrees and strong wind. “It’s ridiculously cold outside when we 
start practice. By the end of the season it is ridiculously hot,” said 
junior James Steinhubel. 

This year senior Zach Kisfalusi also had the luck and skill to 
have a hole in one, a rare feat for even the best golfers. 

Team Bondin’ 

Stamngtnis *ar, meboys’ golf team wanted to have a more close 
knit relationship. This movement was led by senior Justin Phillips, 
who chose to start a tradition of eating at Potbelly’s after every 
home match. “One day we decided to go to Potbelly’s after a match 
to celebrate James Steinhubel ’s birthday, and it just turned out to 
be the place we all went throughout the season,” said Phillips. “We 
went there three or four more times towards the end of the season 
and just had fun being together and hanging out.” 

S^nffntdsetfiBn struggle, the varsity golf team, seniors Zach Kis- 
falusi and Justin Phillips, junior Josh Kisfalusi, and sophomores 
Josh Ashenbaugh and Nick Stassin, started shooting the lowest 
they have this season with third place finishes at both the NCC 
Tournament and sectionals. This is the third time in four years that 
the golf team has qualified for regionals. “I was jacked to make it 
out of sectionals this season. We improved so much and we really 
deserved it,” said sophomore Josh Ashenbaugh. 
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Waiting game 

Waiting for his turn to shoot, 
freshman Ross Myers studies 
the course at Wicker Park in 
Highland. "I could have played 
better, but on the good side, I 
had no penalties," said Myers. 
The team beat Highland by a 3 
shot margin. 


Jake Long 


Jake Long 

Long trek 

After hitting his shot, senior 
Zach Kisfalusi throws on his 
bag and begins to walk towards 
his next shot. "I had my ups and 
downs this year, but I became a 
better ball-striker as the season 
continued." said Kisfalusi. 

Teeing Off 

Watching his shot, junior Josh 
Kisfalusi, waits to see where his 
ball will land after a great drive 
at Wicker Park. "I have been 
working on my short game all 
year. My putting has improved 
a lot, but I need to still get bet- 
ter at chipping for next season," 
said Kisfalusi. 


Jake Long 


Keep Running 


page by-. Ellison Cullen 


Get it going 


MotivationY^wura track and field event comes from both within 
the athlete themselves and by the support of their teammates. “I 
warm up with the team, then my name is called. I start to get my 
blood flowing and muscles warmed up. Mentally, I try to clear my 
mind and just go with my instincts,” said sophomore Rachelle Fog- 
arty. Although track and field is made up of many individual events, 
it is the whole team that rallies together and cheers their teammates 
on to a win. “You need everyone to keep you motivated and pump 
you up for your events,” said Fogarty. 


Sectional traditions 

^Bemg^rTOf tnetrackYeam’nas numerous benefits. Many of 
these athletes participate in multiple sports. “Track is the best way 
to keep in shape for other sport. It also takes personal commitment 
to run track,” said Coach Alex Brandon. 

Members at practice participate in stretching, conditioning, and 
cardio exercise to help increase their speed and distance at their 
next meet. “Track helps people lose weight, strengthen muscles, 
and run longer,” said sophomore Billie Rietz. 

State here she comes! 

Most athletes hope to earn the chance to go to state. Senior 
Stephanie Negrete had that honor at the end of her track and field 
season. On June 4th, at Indiana University in Bloomington. She 
participated both in the discus and shot-put events. She was the 
only one to represent Griffith at state this year. Negret’s personal 
goal was to do better than last year at state. She reached it by re- 
ceiving 5th out of 27th in discus and 10th out of 27th in shot-put. 
Throughout the season, practices and meets helped her prepare for 
this big event. "Training for these events was not much different 
than other meets. I had to work harder and get more throws in at 
practice. I was actually very relaxed and just looked at it as a regu- 
lar meet,” said Negrete. 


Beat 'em 

Working toward the same goal in a track and field team event can 
bring out a little competitive spirit among the athletes. “My tough- 
est competition is my 4 by 1 team because we are all equally fast, 
and we are all trying to win. It has been the same since freshmen 
year. We have had different people, but we’re all trying to get one 
thing and that is to win,” said junior Kyra Scheeringa. The desire to 
defeat certain schools can create great rivalry. These rivalries build 
up over the years. “We definitely have a team rivalry with Munster 
and Highland. We do the best we can and try to come out with the 
highest numbers at the end of the track meet,” said Scheeringa. 



Griffith 

Girls 

Track 


Conference 

4 - 9 

Overall 

5 - 8 


TF South 
6745 W 
Bishop Noll 
67-20 W 
Highland 
70-53 L 
Munster 
95-33 L 
Lowell 
76-56 L 
Hobart 
8345 W 
KV 

74-57 W 


Nailed it! 

Nailing the first hurdle junior 
Samantha Marker pushes for- 
ward. “I just tried to jump my 
highest and to beat the girls 
I was competing with," said 
Marker. Marker was competing 
against eight other schools at 
this invite. 



IGHLAND Hj. 


HIGHLAND H.S. ft 




Andrean 
8546 W 


Sectionals 
third out of 
eleven 


What's the weather tike? 

Rainy, sunny, or even freezing 
cold. It doesn't matter what the 
weather is the girl track team 
is out side there practicing. "It 
was hard and we all wanted to 
quit, but we didn't because we 
had each others motivation," 
said junior Lakisha Hill. 
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Row 1: Desiree Walker. Ariartna Suarez. Caitlin Brown.Kanesha Jones, Anne Scheffel 
Row 2: Billie Reitz. Kathleen Villpando.Wiletra Coldwell.Taylor Austin, Aminta Diallo. 
Shae Siokos.Natilee Drach, Allison Meece, Rachelle Fogarty 

Row 3: Shannon Sheidel, Shanaizha Scheeringa, Antonia Vortic, Brittm McLemore. 
Samantha Marker, Stephanie Negrete.Victora Anderson, Kyra Scheeringa. Na'Vaisa 
Fleming, Alex Brandon, 

Row 4: Matt Bliss.Komora Owens.Elizabeth Booker, Brianna Nelson, Jada Harris, 
Pashon Brady. Janessa Salinas, Jesse Yarnelle, Vanessa Blankenship, Lakisha Hill, 
Brian Orkis 

Put your hands up! 

Doing the long jump at the 
Highland Invite, sophomore Bri- 
anna Nelson landed the jump 
just the way she wanted to. 

"I've been pushing myself all 
season, and all of the hard work 
and practices are finally paying 
off," said Nelson. 



How far will it go? 

Sophomore Janessa Salinas 
chooses to only participate 
in the shot-put, out of all the 
events track offers. Salinas is 
getting in the zone to throw her 
best. "I was trying to focus on 
the score to beat my opponent 
and beat my personal best," 
said Salinas. 


Maggie Butkus 

Sprint to the finish 

Track is an individual sport until 
you get to the relay teams and 
that is when more of the team- 
work comes out. "After watching 
the other two girls before me run 
I push myself harder for my two 
laps." said senior Anne Scheffel. 

Scheffel was the third member 
of the relay to get the baton. 
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Row 1: David Koen. Miguel Valtierra. Eeryn Abram. Edward Johnson. George Walker. 
James Davidson, Andy Duhon 

Row 2: Russ Radtke, Nathan Bailer. Matthew Bluhm. Troy Yarnelle. Gilbert Eatman, 
David Stokes. Jacob Schnoor. Ahmad Khalid 

Row 3: Bo Radtke, Kortland Bryant. Ron Higginbotham, Maciej Szczepkowski. Miles 
Collins, Robbie Mequir, Brian Orkis, Michael Yarnelle 



Maggie Butkus 


Strength or not? 

"Discus involves a lot more 
technique than strength," said 
sophomore Maciek Szczep- 
kowski, There is a certain tech- 
nique to throwing the discus at 
the high school level. Szczep- 
kowski throws shot-put as well 
as discs. 

Full steam ahead 

With adrenaline and anticipation 
of the starting gun of the 100 
yard dash, sophomore Eeryn 
Abram takes off from the start- 
ing line as beads of sweat drip 
down his face. “Power is every- 
thing in sprinting," Abram said. 



Maggie Butkus 
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Blast off! 

Launching off of the wooden 
board at the end of the long 
jump runway, junior Edward 
Johnson tries to get the most out 
of his third and final jump. "Long 
jump is a lot more fun than just 
running," said Johnson, "plus, 
the feeling you get after beating 
your personal record is great." 





Ml 


In the zone 

Ready to throw the shotput, 
freshman Zachary Grin gets 
into his throwing stance. "It's 
great to be able to throw at the 
high school level as a freshman 
because I feel like I'm getting a 
lot of positive experience," said 
Grin. 

Ready... handoff! 

In order to make a good ex- 
change of the baton during the 
4 by 800 relay, sophomores 
Joel Kepchar and Miguel Val- 
tierra have to stay focused and 
know their team signals. "We 
yell out Panther' as we come 
up to hand off so that we don't 
get confused with the other 
teams, " said Kepchar. 


Griffith 

Varsity 

Track 

Conference 

0-6 

Overall 

0-5 

Highland 
90.6-35.3 L 
Munster 
110-21 L 
Lowell 116- 
16 L 

Hobart 99-33 
L 

Kankakee 
Valley 92.5- 
39.5 L 
Andrean 
92-39 L 


Run Griffith, 
Run 

page by : Hannah Hack 

Rebuilding season 

The 2010 Griffith High School boys’ track season was a time for 
rebuilding. After losing numerous runners from previous seasons, 
the team had to add new runners, including incoming freshmen and 
some athletes that had never run track or even participated in cross- 
country before. Junior Gilbert Eatman has participated on the boys’ 
track team since freshman year of high school. “Sophomores Troy 
Yamelle and Maciek Szczepkowski are big assets to the rebuilding 
of the track team and hopefully next year they come back so we can 
win a meet,” Eatman said. The team was not very successful in their 
quest for team points, but they did improve personally. “I feel like 
I improved on my sprints from last year, which is a good thing and 
can help me not only in track but also in football,” Eatman added. 

Many of the boys on the team use track as a way to stay in shape 
for other sports. Football is the main sport they need to be condi- 
tioned for. “Track is a great way to maintain my stamina,” Eatman 
continued. Even though the team was not very successful; the season 
can be viewed as a rebuilding time after losing many former seniors. 

Multi-sport juggling 

When it comes to ai^^^K^SSon, athletes have to make tough 
decisions when it comes down to which sport they want to play. 
Some may choose to drop one sport and focus on another, or to be a 
two-sport athlete and choose one as their primary sport. Freshman 
Austin Brown chose the two-sport route and played on the junior 
varsity baseball team as well as competed in the 400 yard dash, the 
4 by 4 relay and the long jump. Brown ran track in middle school 
and wanted to follow through with the sport in high school, but he 
made baseball his primary sport, meaning if track and baseball had 
practice on the same day, he would attend baseball practice. “I go 
to track meets when there’s no baseball games, but I don’t practice 
for track,” Brown said. The Spring sport season already may seem 
long for single sport athletes, but when an athlete participates in 
two sports, it could become difficult. “It’s kind of hard to juggle 
baseball and track because I’ve played baseball for a long time. I 
want to give a good effort into the games, but I’m also dedicated 
to track and to help my team out.” Brown was also promoted to 
varsity for baseball at the end of the season. 

Pre-season success 

The boys on the track team had high expectations, as most ath- 
letes on sports teams do. Although the team did not come out on 
top, sophomore Troy Yamelle achieved fourth place in the 110 
meter high hurdles as well as the 300 yard low hurdles. Yamelle 
advanced to the Chesterton regionals where he finished 6th in the 
300 meter hurdles and 7th in the 110 meter hurdles. “I practiced a 
lot harder and tried to focus more on my technique,” Yamelle said. 
Another sophomore that advanced to regionals was Maciek Szcz- 
epkowski. He advanced in the shotput by placing fifth in sectionals. 

“There was really tough competition at regionals. It was very dif- 
ferent from sectionals, and I knew it was going to be, so during the 
week of practice leading up to the meet, I had to train harder and 
mentally prepare myself,” said Szczepkowski. Neither of the ath- 
letes placed in the top four of their event to advance to state. “Going 
to regionals was a huge accomplishment for both of us and a great 
learning experience,” added Szczepkowski. 
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Too legit to quit 

page by-. Kristi Buxton Stephanie Brandner 

Living on a Prayer 

Every bus ride starts out the’ same. Picking a bus partner and try- 
ing to get thoughts together before a big game. Rocking out to an 
iPod, the blood starts pumping and the adrenaline flows. Before 
every home or away softball game, the varsity team belts out Bon 
Jovi’s “Living on a Prayer.” 

"Brad (Stephanie Brandner) started singing it on the bus one day 
and we all just sang along and it just stuck. If we didn’t sing it be- 
fore a game we felt unprepared,” said senior Kalynn Ruiz. 

“Living on a Prayer” was what pumped up the team before every 
game and it carried them through some tough competitors. After 
singing “Living on a Prayer” past the Lowell softball field, the 
Panthers defeated the number one ranked team in the region, the 
Lowell Red Devils. The softball team really was living on a prayer. 


Overnight laughs 

So^^S^^OTT^tt^^^ortunity to stay overnight in a hotel 
with their teammates. Fortunately for the varsity softball team, they 
get to stay overnight in Hartford, Indiana for the Blackford tour- 
nament. Although, the outcome of the tournament wasn’t exactly 
what the team had hoped for, the girls still had a blast. 

“I think that Blackford helped us bond as a team. We didn’t play 
as well as we’d hoped but it showed us how well we can compete,” 
said senior Stephanie Shively. The varsity team also absorbed four 
junior varsity players so that they could fill out their roster. 

“Blackford was a great first taste of varsity softball. The girls were 
really supportive and we became one big team,” said sophomore 
Emilee Trueblood. The Blackford trip established awesome mem- 
ories like playing the popular game Ninja. Blackford is a tradition 
that all softball players look forward to and it will continue to be a 
great way for the team to come together. 


School first 

Ever^oach repeats that school always comes first. Keep your 
grades up and there will be no problems. Unfortunately for the var- 
sity softball team, after both team rosters were set grades became 
a problem. Two varsity players were rendered ineligible to play 
because of their grades. Even after trying to pull up their grades 
they couldn’t make the cut. The teams got a crushing blow after the 
girls left. The girls this season learned a valuable lesson that school 
definitely comes first. 

“I was very disappointed in the girls, as well as sad. I felt sorry 
for the girls it affected as well as the team. We lost our leading 
hitter and another pitcher. Losing them put a lot of pressure on the 
younger players,” said head varsity coach Ed McLeod. 


Sectionals 

The Griffith High School varsity softball team anxiously checked 
their phones on Wednesday, May 1 2. This would be the day that 
they found out who they drew for sectionals. On Tuesday, May 
26, the softball team faced the Kankakee Valley Kougars for their 
first sectional game. The sectional was held at Kankakee Valley so 
the Kougars had a home field advantage. Unfortunately, a tragedy 
occurred to the KV softball team. Their starting catcher Taylor Ca- 
vinder died in a car accident five days before the game. Griffith’s 
softball team wore black arm bands with her number, nineteen, to 
honor Cavinder. 

“I wish we would’ve went further but I’m glad we lost to a team 
that needed a win for their teammate because they were down and it 
was nearly impossible for them to stay in the game,” said freshman 
Samantha Adams. 
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Griffith 

Varsity 

Softball 

Conference 

4-8 

Overall 

10-14 

Merrillville 
8-0 W 

Chesterton 3-0 L 
Hobart 3-1 W 
Highland 4-1 L 
Andrean 3-1 L 
Hanover Central 
2-0 W 

Munster 5-3 L 
South Bend Riley 

6- 1 W 

12- 3 L 
Renssalaer 

13- 2 W 
Lowell 3-2 W 

KV 6-2 W 
Blackford 3-1 L 
Belmont 4-1 L 
Hobart 8-2 W 
Highland 3-0 L 
Andrean 4-0 L 
Morton 9-0 W 
Munster 8-2 L 
Lowell 4-1 L 
KV4-2 L 
Crown Point 

7- 0 L 

Calumet 4-3 W 
Wheeler 3-2 L 

Sectionals 

KV3-2L 


Swing away 

In the sectional game versus 
Kankakee Valley, junior Cassie 
Shanks faces a tough at bat. 
"It was a close game to play, 
neither team had any runs until 
late in the game. The team had 
a lot of hits we just didn't come 
out on top," said Shanks. 




Play your heart out 

As she throws the ball, senior 
Stephanie Shively is deter- 
mined to get an out. "Playing 
shortstop is really intense, it's 
a lot more exciting than playing 
outfield. I like both positions, so 
whichever one I play. I enjoy," 
said Shively. 








Down and ready 

Ready to field a ground ball, se- 
nior Alyssa Van Horssen prepares 
to scoop up the ball. "I'm going to 
miss how well the team got along 
this year." I'm sad it s over, but I 
had a great time playing for four 
years," said Van Horssen. 


Row I: Cassie Shanks. Stephanie Brandner. Jodeci Grabos 

Row 2: Kalynn Ruiz, Stephanie Shively. Katie Biancardi. Alyssa Van Horssen. 

Samantha Adams 

Row 3: Aubri Larson, Kristi Buxton, Alex Latronica, Ed McLeod, Ashley Parish. 
Alyssa Gebo. Jessie Mazzone 


3 strikes you 're out 

Focusing on the batter, junior 
Alex Latronica pitches with 
great force and determination. 
"I really enjoy pitching. Its 
something I have been doing 
since I was young, and I plan 
on continuing it in college." 
said Latronica. 


Throw it down 

Senior Kalynn Ruiz fires the 
ball down to second base. "I 
like catching because you're 
always involved in the game. 
It never gets boring," said Ruiz. 
"Playing softball is the one 
thing in high school that I en- 
joyed most," continued Ruiz. 


Row I: Marris Mihalcik, Megan Gale, Caylee Adams, Chloe Norton, Melissa 
Martinez. Tiffany Burbridge. Sierra Gutierrez 

Row 2: Don Bence, Emily Kuzmanoff, Casey McDaniel. Katie Gardner, Jamie 
Rex, Emilee Trueblood. Kevin Bracket 




Photo provided 

Tight defense 

The Griffith High School varsity 
softball team played Kankakee 
Valley for the first game of sec- 
tionals. "It was an intense game 
and both teams brought their 
A-games, that game was a heart- 
breaker for us," said sophomore 
Stephanie Brandner. The Pan- 
thers lost to KV 3-2. 


17.5 








Row 1: Dustin Holycross, Zac Adams, Sam Carter, Cody Modglin 

Row 2: Jesse Smith. Mike Dobosz, Mike Lanfear, Jake Evanich, Jason Short. 

Nathan Lara, Garrett Litke 

Row 3: Matt Corlett. Calvin Bonewits, Jeff Godlewski, Eric Bean, Jeremy Camp 



, Row I: Shawn Gallina, Mark Nelleman, Edward Clay, David Gonzalez, Zach Muller 
j? Row 2: Tyler Hamilton, Andrew O'Brien, Riley Henderson, Austin Brown, Josh 
^tChalifoux 



Ali Pietrucha 


Ready for action 

Focusing on every swing, se- 
nior Sam Carter warms up 
on deck. "I never get nervous 
when I'm on deck. I practice a 
lot so I have confidence in my 
abilities," said Carter. 




Ali Pietrucha 



In order to keep their team- 
mates motivated, seniors Matt 
Corlett and Mike Lanfear en- 
courage the players from the 
dugout. "We yell from the dug- 
out to keep everyone on the 
field pumped up," said Corlett. 





Concentrating on success 

Relaxing in the dugout, senior 
Jake Evanich watches intently 
as his teammates bat against 
Lowell. "The best part of the 
game was when [senior] Sam 
Carter went to throw the ball 
down to third and tripped and 
fell,” said Evanich. 



Sarah Guistolisi 
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High hops 

"I do whatever it takes to stop 
the ball from getting past me. 
You just have to be athletic and 
can't be lazy," said senior Jeff 
Godlewski, as he jumps into 
the air to catch a throw from 
the outfield at a home game. 

Shooting for a strike 

Determined to strike his Low- 
ell opponent out, junior Calvin 
Bonewits throws for his target. 
"Pitching on varsity is nerve- 
wracking at first, but once I get 
out there and throw that first 
pitch I fall into a rhythm and 
feel great,” said Bonewits. 



Griffith 

Varsity 

Baseball 

Conference 

2-10 

Overall 

9-19 

Calumet 16-2 W 
Morton 5-1 L 
Portage 2-1 L 
Merrillville 15-5 L 
Crown Point 11-6 L 
Lake Central 12-9 L 
Kankakee Valley 6-3 L 
Andrean 7-0 L 
Mishawaka 11-7 W 
South Bend Clay 6-1 L 
Highland 10-5 L 
Munster 8-5 L 
Whiting 84 L 
Hobart 3-1 L 
Lowell 8-7 L 
Holland Christian 
1&6W 

East Grand Rapids 10-8 L 
Kankakee Valley 6-1 W 
Andrean 74 L 
Highland 94 L 
Bishop Noll 8-7 L 
Munster 40 L 
East Chicago Central 

15- 5 W 
Kouts 1MW 
Lowell 74 L 

Hobart 10-5 W 
Gavit 5-1 W 
Washington Township 

16- 10 W 

Sectionals 
Rensselaer 7-3 W 
Andrean 15-0 L 


Bats, balls, and 
boot camp 

page by ; Kaitlyn Herron and Sarah Gustonsi 

Hard-core condition^ 

Many sprirlsTiere^uGrit'fiTh have 1 tryouts right before the season, 
and then condition to prepare for games or meets. Baseball, though, 
is an exception to this common schedule. The baseball team begins 
having work outs in September to build strength for the condition- 
ing and the season. The work outs go through December, for two 
days per week and two hours each work out. In January, the players 
start their normal conditioning schedule. Each week, two condi- 
tioning sessions are held for two hours each. One hour of the condi- 
tioning is spent doing Tae Bo and boot camp, and the other hour is 
spent working on baseball fundamentals, such as throwing, batting, 
and fielding. “Conditioning is really hard but it pays off in the end, 
because strength is necessary,” said freshman Jesse Smith. 

Tae Bo and boot camp 

This year. tne^Ol 0 baseball 1 team strayed away from the normal 
conditioning stereotype. Instead of countless ‘suicide’ runs, sprints, 
and lifting weights, the baseball team conditioned with weeks of 
Tae Bo. Tae Bo is similar to kick boxing. It consisted of a lot of 
core work, a lot of punching, and cardio. The boys also got a chance 
to condition by dancing. “Tae Bo was interesting when we had to 
dance because we had to shake out hips and we were all laughing at 
each other,” said junior Michael Dobosz. Beth Saliga, Special Edu- 
cation, also helped the boy’s baseball team with conditioning. She 
would make the conditioning tough by having the boy’s do the Tae 
Bo work-out to up-beat music, and speed it up to make the workout 
more intense. Another method she used to condition the 2010 base- 
ball team was ‘Boot Camp’. Endurance, running, core work, push- 
ups, sit-ups, and lunges were executed once a week in Boot Camp. 

Trips and tournaments 

bespit? navm^hre?toTou^ame s each week, the Griffith base- 
ball team also plays in many weekend tournaments. This season, 
they participated in three tournaments: South Bend. Grand Rap- 
ids, and the Panther Classic. At the South Bend tournament, the 
Panthers played two games. In the first game, against Mishawa- 
ka, Griffith came back to win 10-6 after being down 3-1 in the 
first inning. In the second game, Griffith lost to South Bend Clay. 
The Panthers spent a weekend in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where 
they played two games. They won the first game against Holland 
Christian and lost the second game against East Grand Rapids. The 
Griffith Panthers hosted the Panther Classic, where they slaugh- 
tered both East Chicago Central and Kouts. Freshman Jesse Smith 
pitched a one hitter against Kouts. 

Sectionals 

Throughout months of conditioning and many season games, 
Griffith baseball was busy preparing for one part of their season: 
play-offs. Sectionals were held at Andrean high School. Griffith 
played their first game against Rensselaer on Wednesday, May 26. 
After a tied score in the third inning, the Griffith Panthers came 
back to win 7-3. Their second sectional game was played on Satur- 
day, May 29, against Andrean. This game ended much differently 
than the first. Andrean beat the Griffith Panthers with a final score 
of 15-0. “I feel we played really well against Rensselaer, but we 
failed to carry the momentum into the Andrean game. They were 
two completely different games,” said junior Eric Bean. 


177 





Covering the expenses 

One of the advantages of being in clubs at Griffith is the opportunity to experience field trips to many different places, such as Europe and Costa 
Rica. The only problem that exists with field trips is the need for money. For this reason, many clubs this year have taken up the task of selling candy 
bars to cover the expenses. Everyone can enjoy a candy bar once in a while, so selling candy bars is a quick, effective way to create funds. 

“I really like the fact that at almost any given time I can buy candy bars. I love chocolate so it’s nice to be able to satisfy my crave whenever I have 
the money,” said senior Amanda Valtierra. 

“1 don’t even have to bring my candy box home,” said senior Alyssa Van Horssen. “Everyone comes to me to buy candy bars. I don’t even have 
to put any effort into selling.” 

For other clubs, generating funds can be a hassle. For newspaper and yearbook, selling advertisement spots is the main source of money. Without 
companies buying advertisements, these publications would be unable to operate because they do not make enough money from the sale of it to 
students. “I hate selling ads because I don’t honestly believe people want to buy one. They probably just feel bad and want to help out,” said senior 
Sara Mclnerney. “I would never want to waste my money on something as useless and pointless as an advertisement in one of our publications.” Sara 
Mclnerney is the editor-in-chief of the Panther Press. 


Thrifty spending 

Being a student means being 
on a budget. Since students can- 
not work during the day, money 
isn't always easy to come by. Se- 
nior Pat Rueskin is always look- 
ing for ways to save money so 
that he can do what he wants to 
do. 

"I'm a savvy shopper so I always 
use coupons," said Rueskin. "I 
am almost always in need of ex- 
tra cash to spend on things that 
I need for the future. I always am 
looking for money to buy a new 
video game or movie for myself.. 
Sometimes, I'll spend my extra 
money on clothes to represent 
the sports teams I love." 


Volunteer work 

An easy way to make money for 
many groups at Griffith is to of- 
fer fifty-fifty raffles. These raffles 
are an inexpensive yet effective 
way to get a little extra money to 
help with expenses. For Griffith's 
chorale, all money that can be 
acquired is necessary in order 
for them to go on their trip to 
California for Spring Break. Junior 
Taylor Surowiec is helping Eddie 
Covarrubias, music department, 
generate funds. 

"We don't make much off of fifty- 
fifty and other concert sales," said 
Covarrubias. "Every little bit helps 
us out though, and that's why we 
still do it." 


Helping out 

Serving pop at a concession 
stand is senior Kim Swender. 
Swender often helps out any 
program by volunteering to help 
out when she can. Any time a 
teacher needs help, Swender can 
be found raising her hand to do- 
nate her time. Giving back to her 
teachers is the main reason that 
Swender volunteers. 

"Mr. C does so much for us, so 
it's nice to be able to give back to 
him," said Swender. "Working the 
concession stand is also a great 
opportunity to talk to everyone 
that went to the concert. Doing 
this allows me to see what every- 
one thought of the concert itself." 


Finding the right restaurant 

After a fun night of dancing, se- 
nior Nick Biancardi went out to eat 
with his friends. Going out to eat 
with a group after a dance is very 
common at Griffith. Going out to 
eat is one of the many enjoyable 
experiences people have on the 
day of the dance. Dealing with a 
bickering group can be frustrating. 

"Picking the right restaurant is 
necessary to having a great night," 
said Biancardi. "Since there's 
nothing good at Homecoming, 
picking the right restaurant to fit 
your whole group's needs can be 
difficult. I prefer somewhere that I 
can get a great burger for a great 
price." 



Amanda Zaborowski 


Amanda Zaborowski 


Amanda Zaborowski 
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Michelle Velez & Manon Carterk 
Orthodontists say, 

“Go Griffith Panthers” 


Drs. Thomas \ & Catherine E. Kroczek 
Orthodontics 

2025 VV. 45th St. 

(Glen Park Ave>) 

Griffith, IN 403 I O 
Phone: 2 I 0-024-403 I 
Fax: 2 I 0-024-4052 
Fae.ebook: Kroczek 
Orthodontics 



Congratulations Reflector Seniors! 

Nick Bobovvski, Kaitlyn Sudac, 
Kiara Gragido, Raquel Mazur, 
Amanda Zaborovvski, Ali Pietrucha, 
lake Long, Kaitlyn lierron 



Madeline Goodman 

In an old house in Paris that is covered with vines, 
Is the wish for the future of our Madeline! 
You’ve been the star of our stage since birth 
We'll love you for life, with all that we're worth. 
We've lived through piano lessons and dance. 
Friendships, an inauguration, and romance, 
summer camps in California and trips to England and France! 
But the biggest challenge by far is soon drawing near. . . 

Going to Indiana U. for your freshman year! 
We couldn’t be prouder, or even more sure 
that your enthusiasm and determination will surely endure. 
So, as we lovingly ship you off to your first year of college, 
Please soak up lots of life along with a healthy dose of knowledge. 

Love always from, Mom, Dad, Izzy, Gram and Nan, too! 
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“I don’t know what 
to say” 

Natalie lancosek, 9 
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“I am sad that the seniors 
will be leaving.” 

Alyssa Niewladomski, I O 



lames Burch 



limmy, 

You have been an inspiration to us. Yesterday, vve 
walked you to your first day of kindergarten, tomorrow 
we watch as you graduate and begin a new era of life, 
but today, we can see the strong willed young man full 
of character that you have become. With the morals 
and values that you hold close to your heart, and with 
humility and patience, these attributes will allow you to 
achieve happiness and success. You are our favorite 
son #1. We will always be there for you. 

With Love, 

Mom and Dad 




“A zoo is a place where 

animals observe silly * am sen ' or y ear 

Ll people.” is almost over.” 

Stephanie Baker, 1 1 Candace Hardy, 12 
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Kaitlyn Herron 



Kaitlyn: 

I think about your first day of school when 
you were younger and how you have grown 

up since then! 

We are so proud of the person you have 
become and all of your accomplishments! 
Your whole family wishes you the best of 
luck, and we know you will achieve great 
things in life! Go for the stars! 

All our love, 

Mom, Grandma & Grandpa 



josh ua Chavez 

losh, 

We are very proud of 
the fine young man 
you have become. We 
know great things await 
you in the future. Al- 
ways think 
positive 
and follow your dreams. 
Remember, we are al- 
ways here for you. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, £? Jacqui 


Brian Brilmyer 

B Dearest Brian, 

You are loved 
beyond words, and we 
will love you beyond 
all time. So many 
treasures await you 
in your 
jour n e y 
through life, and be- 
ing blessed with you 
has been ours. 

Love you Bri-Guy! 

Mom and Dad 





“You just lost the 
game.” 

Austin Griggs, O 
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“Romeo, Romeo! 
Wherefore are thou 
Romeo?’ 

Geroge Walker, l() 





Kier Elizabeth Brinkley 



You were bom on 3/2/92 
at 3:02 in the afternoon. 
The nurse told us to buy a 
lottery ticket. We knew 
already what a 
wonderful gift we had been 
given, and just how lucky 
we were. You have grown into a 
successful, beautiful, and caring 
young lady, lust remember to enjoy 
life and know how much you are loved 

by all of us! 

Forever In Our Hearts. 

We Love you, 

Dad, Mom, Brookie, and Brett 



Ov 

“Yon can’t say that!” 

Steven Gronkiewicz, 1 1 

1 

1 “DGK ALL DAY” 
j Ashley Robinson, 1 2. 

1Q5 






Vivian Perez 


fu/a/t 


But even better, brighter days 
Are waiting just for you 
So dream your dreams 
And start right now 
To make them ail come true! 


For every ending there's a new beginning; 
For every memory there's a dream ahead. 
The happy times you’ve had so far 
The people you have met 
Will always be a part of life 
You will never quite forget 


We can’t wait to see 
what you can do! 


Love 

The Perez Family 

& 

The Rosado Family 
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“I love to be lazy 
and watch tv.” 
Katelyn Lisle, y 



“Beauty equals 
pain.” 

Morgan White, I () 
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Jacob Anderson 


Shawn Siokos 


Shawn, 

We are all so proud of you. May all 
your dreams & goals come true. 
You ’re a wonderful son! We all 
have enjoyed watching you turn 
into the person you are today. 

Love, 

The Whole Family 

xoxoxo 


“My friends are amaz- 
ing and I love them.” 
labalha I lelfen I I 


“I am glad high 
school is over!” 
Brenda Banks, I 2 
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Dear lacob, 

We are very proud of the 
man you have become. We 
know you will be success- 
ful in what you decide to do 
with your life. Remember 
the best is yet to come! 
Love, 

Mom & Dad 




Teresa Castellanos 




You have accomplished so much these past I 8 
years, from having played basketball in middle 
school and soccer from third grade to your se- 
nior year in high school. Everyone looks to you 
because of the way you’ve shown respect to 
everyone around you. Your potential and your 
love for others only reflects the unending love 
and respect that we have for you. We are 
proud of you and we love you. 

With eternal love, 

Mom, Dad, Yadi, and Anabel 




Jessica Ritter 

lessy, We are so proud of you 
and all of your accomplishments. 

You are a wonderful and fun girl. 

You have given us so many great 
memories. Follow your dreams. 

You will always have all of our love 

and support. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, and Eric 
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Danella Alvarez 



Dantella Nicole Alvarez . 
Ai£ a 1991 7 Lb* 6 Oz^mS 



Babe, 

Congratulations, my beautiful “little girl”. 
We’re so proud of you and what a wonderful 
person you’ve grown up to be. I remember all 
the things you said you would never do, like 
drive a car. Now look at you. You want to drive 
everywhere. So remember you can accom- 
plish anything you set your mind to. 

I will always he here for you. 

I LOVE YOU! 

Love, 

Mom, Steve & Spike 




Valarie Scholte 


We can’t believe I 8 
years have gone by 
so quickly. Our cute, 
little girl has grown 
into a beautiful, 
young lady that were 
are so very proud of. 
Although you will al- 
ways be our “little” 
girl, your “big” girl 
adventures are just 
beginning. We love 
you and will always 
be here if you need us. 
Congratulations sweetie. 

Love you bunches and bunches, 
Mommy & Daddy 


“Snitches get 
stitches.” 

Victoria Anderson, 1 2 

IQ 7 




Shanlynn Bias 



Congratulations on a wonderful academic 
and athletic career. You’ve accomplished 
more than we could have ever imagined. 
You should be very proud of the young lady 
that you’ve grown into, because we are. 
Welcome to your life, you’ll continue to do 
great things. WE LOVE YOU VERY, VERY 

MUCH!!! 

Mom, Dad, Sister 






Eric Weber 


■ ~ * y 

- * M 

l|g|gE=gg 

Congratulations, Eric. We are. so 
proud of you and the young man 
you have become. You have al- 
ready taken on more than most 
people ever will. Good luck in col- 
lege and with your future plans. 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad, Stacy, and Patrick 


Matt hew Corlett 

Dear Matthew, 

We are so proud of your accom- 
plishments. You have become a 
fine young man. We are so hap- 
py to see you reach your goals! 
Love, 

Mom & Dad 


Ashleigh Gates 



From: Barney, Sesame Street and “Good Night Moon” 
lb: MCR, Batman and magazines. 

From: curls and frills To: Cap and gown. 

Who knew time would go so quickly? 

Itk been our honor and pleasure to watch you grow and change 
from a curly-haired little girl, into a beautiful young lady. 

We wish you luck, success, health and happiness. 

No matter where you go or what you do, we will always be here 
cheering you on. “We’re your biggest fans!” 

VVe are SO PROUD of you! 

Good luck in Bloomington! 

With ail our love. 

Dad, Mom and your Spiritualwarriorbrotha... Sarah 




Ryan McCoy 

Lefty, we are very proud of the 
person yon have become. From 
our little baby boy, you have 
matured into a wonderful son, 
a terrific student and one of 
the best high school bowlers in 
the country. Always follow your 
dreams and remember that we 
will always be there for you, 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, and lake 
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“This is my first year at 
Griffith and it has been a 
pretty good experience.” 
Marcus McReynolds, 9 



“I love my textile 
buddies.” 

Adele Cox, I O 







Veronica Smith 



You can’t base your life on 
other peopled expectations. Keep 
a song in your heart and that 
beautiful smile on your face. Good 
luck in your future. 

Love, 

Dad, Mom, Vanessa, and Victoria 


Matt Plawecki 



From baby to boy to teen 
And all of the days in between, 
You’ve been so much fun; 
You’ve been a great son, 

Now suddenly, you’re eighteen. 

We love you. Matt, you know 
And we will wherever you go. 
Whether near or far, 

You’ll be our shining star 
And our love will continue to grow 
Congratulations! 

Love, Mom & Dad 



Amanda Zaborowski 


Congratulations Mandy! We are so proud of 
you! It seems like it was just yesterday we were 
blessed with your birth, l ime has passed so 
quickly. We have cherished every moment of 
your growing-up, from your toddler years, to your 
Wadsworth days, to all your volleyball games at 
the high school. You have become everything we 
had hoped you to be. As you start a new chapter 
of your life, remember to stay true to yourself; 

follow your heart and you will achieve 
all of your hopes and dreams. Always 
know that we are here for you. 

You will always be our “Mush” 

All Our Love, 

Mom, Dad, Sammy, 
and Fluffy 



“I like to stomp the 
yard.” 

Bashar Haddad, I I 



“Randomness is the 

key to life.” 

lacob 1 lemaiyjez, I 2 
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Brooke Blackard 

Li 

Reach for your dreams 

No matter how far! 

Go into the world 

Find out who you are! 

We are so proud of you! 

Love, 

Dad, Mom, and Emma 

i 0 


Rebecca Franker 



Congratulations! You are 
now entering the next 
phase of your adult life. 
Keep your head up high 
and don’t look bae.k. 
Make your goals and 
dreams come true! We 
believe in you! 

We Love you! 

Dad, Mom, and Renee 



Dylan Moulesong 



All that is gold does not flitter. We 
hope your journey takes you to all 
the. places that you dream of. When 
your path crosses the, paths of those 
who love you, don’t forget to wave. 

Love, 

Mom tf Dad 


Raquel Mazur 




Raquel, you have the wisdom to 
question, the conscience to act, and 
the determination to incite change. 
For the win... 

Love, Mom & Dad 
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“The way to a man's 
heart is through his 
stomach.” 
laeob Sehnoor, I O 
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“I love my brother 

dearly. Derek Revis” 

✓ 

Thomas McCoy IO 
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Savannah Mendoza 




God has blessed us with a 
beautiful little girl who has made us proud. Be 
strong and follow your dreams. You are the role 
model for your siblings. Guide them and follow 
the road to success in life. 

With All of Our Love, 

Papi, Mom, Alex, Marissa, Nina, and Mateo 





Kylee Loudenber 



Kylee, 

You have always been our little ANGEL. 
You are such a nice and caring person. We 
couldn’t be any more proud of your ac- 
complishments. The happiness you have 
brought to us is never ending. Thank you so 
much for being the. best daughter, sister, and 
aunt that anyone could ask for. We love you! 
Love, 

Your Great Big Family 


Shannon Carpenter 

t wufll 

; 

Congratulations on your achieve- 
ments so far. We are so proud of 
you. We are very excited to see 
what the future holds for you. 

Best Wishes 

Love, 

Dad, lanice, and Michael 


Stephanie Negrete 


You are an incredible young woman, and I am so very 
proud of you. I know only good will come to you at 
Western Michigan in the fall. Good luck, I love you. 
Your Mommy 



Chick: We love you and are. very proud of you. You’ve 
grown to be a wonderful young lady. We know you will do 
well in college and life. 

Love, Mema & Papa 



“In Iowa dancing is 
illegal in the early 
morning.” 

Keith Lidster, I I 



“Get rich or die try- 
ing.” 

lada Harris, I 2 
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Zachary Kisfalusi 



Zach, 

The years have gone by so fast. You are a determined and hard 
working young man. Always follow your dreams: success is waiting 
for you! May your future be bright, successful, and fun!! Remember 
you will always have our love and support. Embrace your dreams 
and follow your goals. Never give up on what you want from life. 
Congratulations. We are so proud of you and all your achievements! 

With all our love, 

Dad, Mom, and loshua 




“Can I have it?!” 
Melody Elkins, I I 


“In ac ting, we. show 
who we really are.” 
jM (,)uin Barwick, I J 
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Carissa, 

It has been a great pleasure watching you 
grow from a little angel to a beautiful, mature 
young lady. We are so proud of you and your 
accomplishments. We look forward to con- 
tinue watching you on your journey to adult- 
hood. We know you will do great things, and 
we will support you every step of the way. We 
love you with all our hearts. Reach for the sky 
baby girl, ife the limit, ife yours. 

Love you, 

Mom, Dad, Sam, Chris & Anthony 




Catie Drechny 


You made your parents proud 
graduating the early way. 

Your grades prove you’re smart as 
we always did say. 

Now, your educational sites need to 
change to reporting in the court. 
May your future be successful and 
your worries be short. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, and Tony 
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“Know your limits 
and break through 
them.” 

Miguel Nunez, O 

m 

“Break me off a 
piece of that Kit-Kat 
bar!” 

Lesley Pietsch, 1 0 





Willie Hernandez 



Congratulations Willie on your High School 

Graduation! 

We are so proud of you and your many accomplishments. Thank you for the 
concerts, track events, wrestling meets and the many football games. It was 
awesome watching you. You have shown what hard work and dedication can 

accomplish. 

Remember your family loves you and will always be here for you. Willie, keep 
the faith, trust and believe anything is possible with God in your life. 
Good luck at West Point Military Academy. 

Love Always, 

Mom, Dad, and Brother 




“I like tacos.” 
Billy Rogers, I I 



“Raquel (Mazur) 
helped me make 
this quote.” 

Melissa Moisant, 12 


29J5 






lacquelyn Lopez 
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lacquelyn L. Lopez 

Whatever you’ve been do- 
ing, keep doing it! We are so 
proud of you. Good luck at 

Ball State, and remember 
how much we will miss you. 

Love you always, 

Dad, Mom, Adrian, and Vixen 


lake Long 


To our favorite #3 son. 

Eighteen years ago, you quietly joined our 
£ family and effortlessly became our text- 
book “perfect’ baby. That is, of course, 
: legendary in the house. You’ve always re- 
quired so little from us, yet there is so very 
much you have given. We are not only 
proud to be your parents, but truly hon- 
ored. Your independence, kindness, com- 
passion, humor and brilliance are all gifts 
you have never taken for granted, but in 
fact have 
utilized 

to forge your way with a voice 
ail your own. With all that you 
have already accomplished it is 
hard to imagine that this is only 
the beginning. It is incredible the 
mark that you have left on us. We 
cannot wait to see what inark you 
leave on the rest of the world. 

Thanks for all memories, Kapu. 

We love you very much. 

Dad, Mom and the whole “I" crew 




Kara Buchholz 



Your Dad and I 
more proud of 
always be the best part of our 
lives. God has truly blessed us. 

We love you so much!!!! 

Always believe in yourself. 

!!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!H 
Mom and Dad 


Dear Kara, 

The, years have gone by so fast, 
and you have become a beauti- 
ful young lady both inside and 
out. You have given us so many 
incredible memories. There will 
never be a challenge too big 
for you, and you will make all 
your dreams 
come true, 
could i tot be 
you. You will 
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“School is boring.” 
Andrew Figueroa, O 



“Live life and don’t 
let peopled opinions 
bother you.” 

Lisa Kurpela, I O 



Amber Crook 




Dear Amber, 

You are a shining star in our lives. You have 
given us so much love and happiness since 
the day you were born. Everything you touch 
seems to sparkle. You are truly amazing 
and we are so proud of you. Reach for the 
stars, Baby, because you have proven that 
you can do anything you put your mind to. 

We love you with all our hearts, 

Mom and Dad 



Lauren Hansen 



Congratulations Lauren! You’ve com- 
pleted the journey. Your heart and soul 
have been in everything you’ve done, 
academically, athletically, and person- 
ally. Your decisions and sacrifices have 
taken you to the next level. Congratula- 
tions on your basketball scholarship to 
ICJSB and your enrollment in the pre- 
med program. You’ve earned it all and 
you will flourish. We love you and are 
very proud of you. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Craig, Sean, & Abby 




<? \ 

“Who stepped on a 
duck?” 

Logan Bocock, 1 1 

n 

“No person who enjoys 
life is a failure.” 

Kelsey Mitt, \ 2 
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Sick Biancardi 
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Nick, 

Every parent has the highest hopes for their child, and 
you are everything we hoped for and more. Your academic 
and athletic successes has been truly inspirational to us, 
and your crazy sense of humor has kept our family laugh- 
ing. We have had a blast watching you grow from a sweet 
little boy into a kind and compassionate young man, and 
hope you never lose these gifts. May your future be filled 
with many blessings and much success. We are very proud 

i of you, and love you so very much. 

1 

» 

Love, 

Dad, Mom, Elizabeth, 

Tommy, and Allison 

4 
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Jessica Burbridge 







Congratulations Jessica! We are 
so proud of you. We know that you 
will do well at anything you set your 
mind to. You have a bright future 
ahead of you. We are very proud 
of the person you have become, 
and wish you the best of luck. 

Love, Mom, Dad, 

Tiffany, Brittany & Danny 
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“My idol is SB.” 
Caylee Adams, 9 


“A penny made, is a 
penny earned.” 
losh Ashenbaugh, IO 












Justin Phillips 



Our Dear Justin, 

The last eighteen years have made us so proud, because 
of you. Your accomplishments from academics to athletics 
have surpassed all of our expectations. You have given us 
so many wonderful memories to cherish. You make us so 
happy to have you as a son and brother. Most of all, we are 
so proud of the young man that you have become. 
Keep God in your heart and life, and we know you will 
continue to meet your goals. 

We wish you health, success, happiness and love. Good 
luck in college. Work hard, have fun, and remember your 
family is always here for you. We look forward to this next 
step of your life and are so happy that we can be apart of it. 

All of our love, 

Mom, Dad, and Jessica 



Michelle Velez 




We love you Michelle, 
and we are very proud 
of you! You have a great 
personality, funny, and 
are very talented! 
Remember to always 
keep God in your life 
and you 
will become a success 
in whatever you do... 

Love, Dad Mom, 

Daniel, Angel, Leslie, 

“Ginger” & “Sydney” 


J 


Me£an Troksa 

Megan- We have been so blessed to have 
you in our lives! You have been the 
PERFECT daughter, sister and auntie. We 
love you so much, Good luck in all you do, 
may all your dreams come true. 

Love, Dad, Mom, 

(ill, Chris, Aiden & Bryce 



Pashon Newson- Brady 



Congratulations on achieving one of your 
many goals! I see “great" things for you as 
you continue your educational endeavors. 
May God continue to bless you richly and 
keep you in good health and mind. And so 
it is! 


Love, Mom 



“People think too 
much into drama in 
high school.” 

Katie Bianeardi, I I 



“Take all you can get 
from high school.” 
Brian Bock, I 2 
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Ali Pietrucha 


Dear Ali, 

To say you have accom- 
plished a lot would be a vast 
understatement. You are 
a true leader in the class- 
room, on the court and in 
the pool. Your name will 
echo in the halls at Griffith 
for years to come. Your 
work ethic and 
determination will take you 
wherever you desire. Aim 
big...Follow your heart...Boil- 
er Up! We are so PROUD of 
our Little Miss Record 
Breaker. 

All our love. 

Mom S’ Dad 


Jacob Evanich 



THEN & NOW 


Josh Holbrook 


& 

loshua, 

Congratulations, you finally made it. 1 
wish you well in whatever you choose 
to do in your future, lust remember, 
no matter how old you are you will 
always be my baby boy. 

1 love you, 

Mom 




Shanlynn Bias 
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Congratulations Shanlynn 

From your very early years, you 
have exhibited a wonderful personal- 
ity, shown tremendous character and 
worked very hard to accomplish your 
achievements. 

With pride, continue on this path to 
your lifek dreams. 

Love, 

Your Grand pa rents, Bias 


“Life is too short to 
wear boring socks.” 
Alyssa Robertson, IO 

ZOO 
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“Brett B kicks the 
choir out from un- 
der Preston.” 
loseph Golub, 9 








Brittany Medley 


You are my one and 
only daughter and I 
wanted to let you know that I am very proud of you! 
You are an awesome person and I love you very 
much! Congratulations on all your hard work! You 

deserve the best! 




Love, 

Mom 




“We should have 
more opportunities 
to decorate lockers.” 
lames Steinhubel, I I 



“Live everyday like 
itk your last.” 

Kylee Loudenber, I 2 
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INSPECTION < fr L L-WAYC > SERV ' CES INC ' 

FULL HOME INSPECTIONS — -WOOD DESTROYING INSECT INSPECTIONS 

LICENSED IN INDIANA & ILLINOIS 
MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 
LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED 

DAVIDSC MQM 

219 - 838-0300 219 - 712-8025 
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laWS Tfitek Photography 


1619 Junction Avenue 
Schererville, Indiana 46375 
Telephone: (2 I 9) 865-3869 




AMERICAN FAMILY 


INSURANCE 


FRANK J WOERNER 

FRANK J WOERNER INSURANCE AGENCY 

2811 HIGHWAY AVE 
HIGHLAND, IN 46322 
Office: 219-922-9624 
fwoerner@amfam.com 

Website: www.amfam.com/agentlocator/FWOERNER 
1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326) 

Griffith Savings 

$ank 

Since 1 930 
2 I 9-924-5950 



Glazing Contractor 
Industrial- Commercial 

WWW.GLASSDESIGNSINC.COM 

MBE - Certified 



Windows - Curtain Wall - Store Fronts 
Aluminum Doors And Framing 

10123 South Torrence Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60617 

Business: (773) 978-2747 
Fax: (773) 978-2758 



EX- CEL 

GEOMEMBRANE 

FABRICATORS 


Caryl R. McClamon 

Managing Partner 


6463 Wave land Are. 
Hammond , Indiana 46320 
phone 21 9.844. 4700 219.844.4900 fax 


Matt Colias 
219 - 838-8900 


Email: Matt@mattslawn.com 
Web: www.mattslawn.com 

• Lawn Care *Snow Plowing 

• Landscaping •Grounds Maintenance 



Inmate & Landscaping, U.C 
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Dunhill 

TUXEDOS 


JOHN ZANDSTRA 

7140 Broadway 8926 Indianapolis Blvd. 7966 Wicker Ave. 
Merrillville, IN 46410 Highland, IN 46322 (U.S. 41) 

(219)769-7471 (219)923-6446 St. John, IN 46373 

(219) 365-8159 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
FAMILY OF THREE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 



CONGRATULATES 
GRIFFITH HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 2010 
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608 -165th Street 
Hammond, IN 46324 

Office Hours- • 

Phone (219) 853-6322 

Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 

Fax (219) 853-6459 

11 AM -5PM 

www.greathorizonsfcu.org 


Want help creating a high school 

keepsake album? 

Itk easy to do, and Id love to help you 
get started. 

Call me at (2 I 9)-924-053 I 
or visit my web site at 

www.mycmsite.com/debbiesoIar 
Debbie Solar 

Creative Memories Consultant 


Stccl^e* 
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^eAtaccuznt & S { fzoxt& Sax 

BANQUET FACILITIES 


Your Hosts: 


K 


Jeff & Scott Bridges 
121 N. Griffith Blvd. 
Griffith, IN 46319 


1 


924-2206 


Baxter Printing 

3837 Ridge Rd. 
Highland, IN46322 
2 I 9-923-1 999 
Come in for our wide 
assortment of 
attractive, 
inexpensive 
announcements 
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DAVE BLOUNT 

fioMEGA STEEL 

AND CONTRACTOR SUPPLY 


1 640 E Main St. 
Griffith. IN 46319 


Phone (219) 934-8500 
Fax (2 19) 934-8521 



Holabird S' Root LLC 

Architects & Engineers 

Proud to support 
students! 


Sweet & Suds 

235 S. Broad 


Laundry Mat Open 
24 Hours 


*Call in- Carry Out* 



hr Hot Eat s And C oot Treats 

WHITING DAIRY QUEEN 



1441 Indianapolis Blvd. 
Whiting, IN 

(219) 659-1144 
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Bonita Walls 


Phone 2 i 9-545-3722 


lia sophia 

SHAKE THE LOVE OF JKW ELRY* 

Something for everyone! 

lia sophia is a unique direct selling 
company that offers fashion jewelry 
through personalized in-home 
demonstrations. 

Customers enjoy a fantastic 
save plan with an incredible 
50% discount on every 
third item purchased. 

Our Hostesses receive tremendous 
benefits - up to 40% in product 
credits and half-price selections too! 

Plus every item includes a Lifetime 
Replacement Guarantee. 

What are you waiting for? 
Hosting couldn’t be easier. 
Schedule a Show TODAY! 

To learn more, contact me 

Chris Hack 
219 - 798-4413 


www. liasophia . com/chack 
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B.emm ison. Rachel 39, 65, 77, 192 
~J»\minata 108, 171 
A lexander 108, 113 
IjHjUgr Morgan 65, 98, 156, 157 
°' Mia 69 

|_§anto, Stephanie 27, 64, 108. 113, 142, 

Pip 

PPn, Jillian 12. 13. 55. 62, 63, 65, 66, 67, 

1118 8. 123, 143, 154, 155 

Dobosz, Michael 88, 176, 177 

Dodson, Ashley 32, 77 

Domanski, Benjamin 98 

Domanski, Jessica 88 

Douglas, Mark 77, 136, 164, 165 

Downs, Sean 64,108,113 

Drach, Natalie 77, 145, 171 

Drechny, Catherine 77 

Drechny, Catie 194 

Driaz, Alex 64 

Drummond, Jaimie 27, 68, 88 

Drummond, Kailie 108, 111, 113 

Duhon, Alice 65, 98 

Duhon, Stephen 64,108,160,161 

Dunagan, Cory 26,108 

Duvnjak, Juliana 24, 64, 65, 66, 108, 142, 

167 

Dye, Kimberly 108, 163 


E 


r> 


Eason, Jamil 108 
Eatman, Gilbert 88, 
Eatman, Kylah 98 
Edwards, Erica 39, b% 
Elkins, Melody 88,19^ 
Ellison, Needra 98 
Ellison, Nikia 88 
Erwin, Brianna 88 
Etheridge, Dylan 27, 32] 
Evanich, Jake 7, 15, 37| 
152. 153., 176, 177,200! 
Ezell, Michaela 64, 77, 80 


DalSanto, Mia 49, 64, 108 

Dalton, Jeremy 38, 48, 69 

Danforth, Donovan 98 

Darrough, Aisha 43, 65, 66, 68, 98, 129, 

156 

Darrough. Ashley 15, 65, 67, 68, 120, 156, 
192 

Cheerleading 10,11,12 (Secretary 


E 


Ficht. Matthew 28, 32, 65, 68. 88. 160, 
161 

Fies, Sam 160 
Figueroa, Andrew 108,196 
Finck, Alysa 77,126 
Fisch, Ryan 51,53,88,141 
Fisher, Angelia 21, 76, 77 
Fitzgerald, Amy 118 
Fitzgerald, Edward 48, 49' 

99. 148. 149 

Fitzgerald, Jill 48, 65, 67j 
119 

Fleishman, Robert 22, 2|| 

Flemming, Na'vasia 68, 

Fogarty, Michelle 77 
Fogarty, Rachelle 10, 68, 

170. 171 

Foster, Austin 23, 65, 99, 

Fowler, Andrew 108,114, 

Fox, Jasmine 65, 99 
Frank, Jacques 152,153 
Basketball 12 
Franker, Rebecca 19,35, 

78. 154. 155, 190 
Franklin, Andrea 88 
Freeman, Jasmine 49, 64, 78 





Falcon, Amanda 31, 64, 98, 

Falkner, Eric 88 

Fassoth, Shi 64,98,142.164 J^!, 

Felde, Cole 23. 65. 99 & 

Ficht, Ann 64,108,146,147 



Galambos, Sarah 24, 57, 64, 65, 66, 108, 
131. 139 

Gale, Brandon 64, 108, 152 
Gale, Megan 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 88, 159, 
175 

Gallina, Nick 29,78,131,136 
Gallina, Shawn 99, 136, 176 
Gamble, Rashawn 65, 108, 167 
Gamez, Roberto 88 
Garastik, Rachel 33, 61, 64 J3.51 
162, 163 
Garcia, Aldo 78 
Garcia. Art 25, 64, 65, 67jJ 
Garcia, Erasmo 99 
Garcia, Stephanie 88 
Gardner, Kaitlynd 109, 1751 
Gartman, Stephan 99 
Gary, Ashlan 109 
Gates, Ashleigh 65, 69, 78, 

Gates, Olivia 65, 69, 99 
Gautreaux, Jillian 97, 99 
Gaydos, Jimmy 30, 64, 99, 

Gaydos, Nick 30, 78, 129 
Gearhart, Blaire 16, 49, 65, i 
159 

Gebo, Alyssa 9, 109, 151, 

Gilbert, Kaitlyn 6,88,125, 

Gilman, Skylar 88 
Glascoff, Holley 99 
Glass, Lucas 99,159 
Glass, Meagan 64, 108, 109 
Godlewski, Jeff 24. 68. 78. 125, 176, 177 
Golub. Joseph 64,109,152,200 
Gomez, Robert 68 
Gonzales, Lauren 68, 69, 109 
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Gonzales, Melany 78 
Gonzales, Robert 68, 69, 145 
Gonzales, Roberto 88 
Gonzalez, Adriana 99 
Gonzalez, David 25, 88, 176 
Gonzalez, Jordan 3, 5, 109, 141, 152 
Gonzalez, Kaitlyn 109, 163 
Goode, Nicholas 88 

Goodman, Madeline 44, 49, 65, 68, 69, 78 
Gora, Kyle 99 
Graan, Ryan 99 

Grabos, Abagail 8, 64, 109, 127, 142 
Grabos, Jodeci 99 
Gragido, Kiara 67, 180, 217 
Graham, Kevin 37, 88 
Grahovac, Matt 65, 68, 69, 88 
Grant, Azsha 64, 68 

Track 9; Student Council 10,11; 
Chorale 12 

Green, Brittany 30, 99 
Green, Tim 20,85,179 
Track 11 

Greenlaw, Kalissa 57, 65, 99 
Greenwood, Stephen 40, 41, 63, 67, 78 
Griggs, Andrew 68, 69, 88 
Griggs, Austin 109,182 
Grigson, Brittany 78 
Grin, Zachary 64,108,109,173 
Gronkiewicz, Steven 53, 68, 88, 89, 141, 
183 

Gross, Danny 32 

Guistolisi, Sarah 9, 22, 23, 53, 54, 61, 62, 
65, 66. 67, 68, 99, 137, 155, 158, 177 
Gulley, Kristen 40, 78, 79 
Gutierrez, Irene 64, 109 
Gutierrez, Sierra 64, 109, 175 

■H- 

Haager, Holli 88 
Hack, Hannah 67, 68, 

217 

Haddad, Bashar 99, 

Haddad, Vivian 109 
Hamill, Nicole 46, 50, 

Hamilton, Cody 88 
Hamilton, Tyler 88, 

Hanlon, Tony 86, 88, 

Hannsberry, DeAndre 
Hansen, Josh 123 
Hansen, Lauren 41, 6 
150, 151, 197,215 
Hansen, Stacie 43, 54, 

138, 139 

Hardin, Jeremiah 78,125, 

Hardy, Candace 78,181 
Hardy, Clarissa 64, 100 
Hargis, Courtney 65, 68, 1 
Harris, Jada 78,80,171,191 
Harwell, Whitney 100 
Hassan, Al-Monteser 109,141 
Hayes. Caitlyn 13,24,79.117 
Hayes, Courtney 68, 79 
Hayes, Rachell 88, 163 

Z10 



Helfen, Tabitha 88, 185 

Henderson, Imani 100 

Henderson, Riley 24, 65, 100, 176 

Hermosillo, Jessica 88,163,167 

Hermosillo, Mercedes 109,112,167 

Hernandez, Jacob 189 

Hernandez, Priscilla 69 

Hernandez, Reyna 109 

Hernandez, Vivian 65 

Hernandez, Willie 16, 64, 67, 68, 79, 136, 

195, 215 

Herrera, Justin 109,164,165 

Herron, Kaitlyn 62, 65, 67, 68, 79, 96, 140, 

154, 155, 177, 180, 182,217 

Hess, Corey 87 

Hicks, Jay 109 

Hicks, Jessica 51 

Higginbotham, Ron 79, 122, 160, 172 

Higgins, David 18, 109 

Higgins, Shelby 67, 79 

Hill, Daizja 109 

Hill, Lakisha 79,156,170,171 

Hilliard, Rhiannon 100 

Hinkle, Raleigh 100 

Hitt. Kelsey 79,197 

Hitt.Trevor 79,136 

Hixon, Nicole 85 

Hobbs, Brooke 88 

Holbrook, Josh 64, 78, 79, 200 

Holmes, Cassie 139 

Holtzer, Jillian 65, 66, 69, 109, 146, 147 

Holycross, Dustin 10, 23, 88, 128, 176 

Hoover, Donald 23, 31, 32, 64, 100, 148, 

149 

Hope, Regina 6, 34, 68, 88, 139 

Horssen, Alyssa Van 68, 85, 135, 138, 139, 

175 


Horton, Tina 64,100 
Hosein, Kody 100 
Hosein, Kristianna 110 
Houser, Courtney 159 
Huff, Breona 100 
Hurdish, Ellen 118 
Hurdish, Jane 
119 

Hurdish, Laura 
Hurdish, Sarah 
142 

Huzzie, Daniel 
Hyche, Angel 


Irvin, Alex 88 
Issa, Ashwaq 88 


L T 



Jakubowicz, Meagan 
James, Angel 110 
Jancosek, Natalie 11QJ 
Jenkins, Ariana 110,j 
Jenkins, Kendall 100 
Jimenez, Carlos 65, 68, 88, 90 




Johns, Jacqueline 16, 50, 64, 65, 66, 110 
Johnson, Da'Shameke 90 
Johnson, Edward 90, 136, 137, 152, 153, 
172, 173 

Johnson, Ellen 64, 69, 110, 142 
Johnson, Jacob 90 
Johnson, Jeffrey 90 
Johnson, Lindsay 90 
Jones, Brian 90 
Jones, Briana 100 
Jones, Darien 110, 

Jones, Kelly 48, 6 
Jones, Kanesha 1 
Jones, Najeeda 
Jursic, Kyle 35, 


, 141 


Kalis, Olivia 34, 

Kalocinski, Joseph 
Kantor, Johnny 41, 

Kauchak, Matthew 1 
Kazmer, Rachael 110 
Keller, Jaime 65, 68, 

Keller, Kathy 72 
Kelly, Dontrell 31,34, 

Kent, Michael 46, 64, 

Keown, Trisha 40, 53, 64, 65, 68, 79 
Kepchar, Joel 31, 46, 49, 52, 65, 69, 100, 
145, 173 

Kepchar, Steven 13, 15, 19, 29, 41, 64, 68, 
80, 136, 137 
Kessey, Jack 110, 152 
Kessey, Kara 53, 64, 80 
Keys, Samantha 151 
Keys, Timothy 110 
Kiel, Peter 100 
Kime, Daniel 69, 90 
Kisfalusi, Joshua 13, 

128, 140, 141 
Kisfalusi, Zachary 39, 

69, 80, 119, 121, 140, 

Kitzmiller, Matthew 
Klapak, Jen 139 
Klingensmith, Timothy 
Knepper, Adrian 100 
Knestrict, Ron 141 
Koch, Karl 141 
Koen, David 110,172 
Koleski, Courtney 65, 68, 90, 1 
Kong, Derrick 110,131 
Koselke, Jacob 14, 64, 110, 164 
Kowalski, Nicholas 80 
Kras, Elizabeth 18, 62, 67, 68, 1 
122. 158, 159 
Kronland, Kyle 100 
Kroslack, Ciarra 30, 57, 65, 110, 139 
Kroslack, Montana 50, 68, 80, 128, 136 
Kudyba, Nicholas 65, 100, 109, 141, 160, 
161, 186 

Kudyba. Thomas 3. 64, 109, 110, 141 

Kuiper, Amanda 110 

Kuna, Sarah 110,135,139,163 

Kunka, Shannon 11, 64. 110, 115, 162, 163 


Kurpela, Lisa 65, 100, 142, 196 
Kuzmanoff, Emily 27, 64, 110, 111, 137, 175 



Lagestee, Jayce 90,129 
LaHaie, Jack 90 
Lambert, Dylan 110 
Lambert, Taylor 80 
Lanfear, Jennifer 32 
Lanfear, Michael 19. 8 ^).^ 

Lannin, Kelly 27, 43, 4M65* * 

144, 145 

Lanting, Alyssa 31,54, 

69,86, 90, 94, 163 
Lara, Nathaniel 80, 176 s l 
Larios-Lomeli, Alexandria! 

Lastagarkov, Kalie 64, 68| 

123, 142, 162, 163 
Latronica, Alex 68, 86, i 
Laviolette, Colin 110 
Leitzke, Megan 65, 80 
LeJeune, Cody 65, 97, 

Lemus, Cali 67, 101, IS 
Leslie, Christine 34, 45, ! 

144, 145 
Leslie, Deborah 80 
Leslie, James 110 
Lesniewski, Megan 65,66,101 
Lesniewski, Michelle 20, 65, 66, 101, 139 
Lewis, Marica 64,110 
Lewis, Robert 91 
Lewis, Wayne 79, 80 
Lidster, Keith 65. 68, 69, 91, 191 
Lidster, Sydney 66, 68, 110, 167 
Linders, Emily 65, 107, 110, 163 
Lindsay, Kimberly 75 
Lisle, Katelyn 68,69,110,184 
Litke, Garrett 23, 29, 65, 68, 101, 148, 152, 
176, 177 

Little, Abbey 64, 66 
Little, Abigail 110 

Little, Brian 29, 41, 68, 80, 148, 149, 179 
Little, Richard 110 

Long, Jake 3, 5, 38, 41, 43, 64, 66, 67, 68, 
80, 116, 118, 119, 141, 160, 161, 179, 180, 
196,215,217 

Long, Jordan 64, 110, 123, 148, 149, 160, 
162 

Long, Taylor 40, 65, 80, 82, 125, 147, 156, 
157 

Loomis, Jacob 110 

Lopez, Jacquelyn L. 5, 12, 13, 19, 35, 65, 

67, 80, 120, 127, 132, 166, 167, 179, 196 

Losiniecki, Taylor 110 

Loudenber, Kylee 44, 64, 81, 191, 201 

Louie, Taylor 110,111,137 

Louviere, Tori 33, 65, 66, 101, 139 

Lowe, Ari 91 

Lukmann, Jeremy 81 

Lunsford, Kelsie 64,110 


M 




160 



Macak, Meghan 7, 15, 19, 41, 68, 81, 142 
Mackenthun, Adam 81,136 
Maglish, Brittany 49, 60, 62, 64, 65, 66, 
110, 142 

Malerich, Avery 98,101 
Mallard, Patrick 101 
Malone, Steven 101 

Marker, Samantha 8, 22, 26, 68, 91, 138, 
139, 150, 151, 170, 171 
Marquez, Steven 110 
Marshall, Haley 101 
Martin, Brandon 110 
Martin, Natasha 101 
Martinez, Christian 79 
Martinez, Jacqueline 64, 1 1j| 

Martinez, Leslie 101, 130 
Martinez, Melissa 65,110 
Massa, Cortney 65, 91 
Mata, Alexis 45, 64, 68, 81] 

Mata, Jasmine 45, 65, 91 
Matthews, Ashley 64, 91 
Matthews, Keeli 75, 81 
May, Joseph 64,110 
May, Misty 129 
May, Tabatha 91 
Mayernik, Michael 17,81 
Mazur, Nicholas 101 
Mazur, Raquel 10, 12, 47, 50, 

68, 78, 79, 81, 89, 107, 109, 

129, 131. 133, 142, 160, 161 
190,217 

McCabe, Caitlin 81 
McCarley, Kyle 91 
McClanahan, Jeff 152 
McCoy, Ryan 81, 159, 188 
McCoy, Thomas 65,101,190 
McDaniel, Casey 8, 56, 68, 91, 162, 163, 
175 

McDaniel, Cassandra 91 

McDaniel, Keelia 101 

McDaniel, Tiffany 64,65,110 

McGivney, Sarah 110 

Mclnerney, Cindy 9, 64, 65, 66, 110, 142, 

162, 163 

Mclnerney, Samantha 23, 29, 32, 34, 36, 
54, 61. 63, 66, 67, 68. 86, 91, 131, 142 
Mclnerney, Sara 3, 15, 19, 67, 68, 81, 142, 
143 

McLemore, Brittni 64, 65, 69, 101, 171 

McNeill, Nathan 101,136 

McReynolds, Jimmy 91 

McReynolds, Marcus 188 

McVicker, Megan 47, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 91 

Medley, Brittany 81, 201 

Meece, Allison 65, 110, 115, 145, 163, 171 

Meece, Lindsay 82, 145, 162, 163 

Megquier, Robert 64, 101, 164, 165, 172 

Melchor, Alyssa 49, 65, 110, 111, 125 

Melton, Chris 8, 44, 65, 66, 67, 68, 91, 120 

Mendoza, Alex 64,101 

Mendoza, Krystal 26, 110, 142 

Mendoza, Savannah 38, 64, 66, 67, 82, 

191 

Mensah, Raymond 91 


Meraz, Maricarmen 91, 167 

Mercer, Lee 91 

Mercer, Matthew 92, 141 

Metsch, Alysia 65, 101 

Metsch, Dillon 112 

Mierzwa, Rachel 65, 68, 92, 163 

Mihalcik, Marris 175 

Miller, Danny 92, 136, 152 

Miller, Melissa 6, 62, 67, 101, 132, 139, 

149, 150, 151 

Million, Emily 32, 65, 67 

Swimming 9; Drama Club 12; 
Class Council 12 
Million, Hannah 106, 112, 163 
Mills, Darren 82 

Mitchell, Katie 23, 41, 61, 64, 65, 82, 83, 
155 

Mitcheltree, Emily 112,139 
Modglin, Cody 1, 14, 35, 37, 65, 68, 92, 
94, 124, 176 

Moisant, Melissa 82, 195 

Moisant, Veronica 72 

Monroe, Trisha 14, 65, 68, 82, 120, 156, 

157 

Cheerleading 10,11,12 (Captain 
12); Booster Club 10,11,12; FC 
CLA 9,10,11 

Moore, Quincy 64,101 
Morales, Amelia 64,101,139 
Morales, Jackie 51,112,115 
Morales, Jodi 112 

Morikis, Alexis 51, 65, 68, 92, 146, 147, 
163 

Morikis, Jonathon 65,101,160 
Morris, Parish 92 
Morrison, Tyler 103 
Moseley, Derek 89, 92 
Moseley, Devon 21, 55, 65, 78, 82 
Moulesong, Dylan 82,160,190 
Muffett, Abigail 64,112 
Mulder, Mike 72 
Mull, Kyle 92,94 
Muller, Zachary 103,164, 

Mureiko, Marisa 97, 103 
Murphy, Amber 112 
Myers, Greg 68,160 
Myers, Ross 64, 69, 10„6l 


N 


Nagel, Brianna 103 
Narolewski, Joseph 10:31 
Navarro, Eric 103 
Negrete, Stephanie 19j 
82, 150, 151, 170, 171, 

Nelleman, Mark 103,1761 
Nelson Brianna 103, 151' 

Nelson, Preston 64,112, 

Nevarez, Francisco 103 
Newiadomski, Alyssa 1631 
Newson-Brady, Pashon 51; 

199 

Niewiadomski, Alyssa 60, 6' i, 69, 

103, 180 

Zll 



Nolan. Allison 51.64,65,68,69.112 
Noojin. Ashley 65,103,142.162.163 
Norsweather, Kenneth 103 
Norton. Chloe 65,112,175 
Nowak, Jerry 103 
Nunez. Joe 82,136,164,165 
Nunez, Miguel 64, 112. 194 
Nunez, Nicolette 23, 92, 120 i 


o 


O'Banion, Tiriek 92 
O'Brien, Agnes 103 
O'Brien, Alicia 92 



Pospychala, Brooke 3, 13, 24, 64, 65, 66, 
113, 142, 167,215 

Pospychala, Kristen 2, 3, 6, 7, 13, 23, 55, 
60. 62, 65, 66. 67. 68, 73. 74. 75. 77. 83. 
86, 87, 92. 93, 125, 128, 134, 140, 141, 
142. 152, 153, 175 
Powell, Gabrielle 65, 67. 69, 92 
Pribyl, Andrew 83 

Pupae, Nikola 3. 68. 140, 141, 160, 161 


Q 


o — 


O'Brien, Andrew 23, 103, T52, 176 ^ 

■C 


O'Brien, Christopher 112 \ 

O'Brien, Emily 52, 72, 133 
O'Dell, Angela 103 
O'Shaughnessy, Timothy 92,14.1 
Ojeda, Angelina 35. 65, 68, 82,a23rT55 
Oliver, Chloe 64,103 
Orkis, Brian 136 
Oros, Katie 64,112 

Orzechowicz, Brian 20, 25, 28, 3 4 13 fit 6J5,, 
92, 164. 165 
Osborn, Lindsey 112 
Owczarzak, Janelle 52, 64, 65. 66, 1l¥? 
142 

Owens, Kamora 112,171 
Owzcarzak, Janelle 1 1 1 


Quintanilla, Omar 135,1^1 
Quintanilla, Rosie 109, l!l^ 
t Quintero, Carissa 
|:68. 83. 117, 142, 143, 194 
Quintiella, Omar 





Page, Alexandra 112 
Paprocki, Lauren 92, 16^ 

Paris, Ashlyn 20,113 
Parish, Ashley 6, 17, 6j 
175 

Parish, Ben 64, 108, 

Pena, Tyler 64,113 
Perez, Olga 72 
Perez, Vivian 74, 82, 

Perkovich, Desiree 103,^ 

Pernick, Justin 32 
Phillips, Justin 17, 36, 40, : 

83. 119. 135. 148, 149, 

Pierce, Lindsay 17, 92, 128’ 

Pietrucha, Ali 4.11,13,14, 
21,22,28,29,42,45, 47,! 

54, 55, 60. 62, 66. 67, 68. 

95, 101, 109, 111, 115, 117, 

136, 137, 138. 139, 154, 155^ 

162, 163, 176, 177. 178, 

Pietsch, Lesley 64. 65, 101, llS-?, 13dff94 
Pinkham, Ashley 113 
Pirtle. Chris 113,160 
Pirtle, Zachary 92,160 
Plawecki, Matt 5, 34, 41, 54. 64. 68, 83. 
140, 141, 189 

Plucinski, Christopher 65. 68, 92, 159 
Plucinski, Kristina 97 
Plude, Ean 65. 103 
Poole, Nicole 3, 65, 67. 68, 69. 92 
Popovich, Sara 5, 11, 65, 83, 85, 132 

212 




83 

Ramierez, Steven 
Ranck, Katie 92 
Rapka, Nikki 103 
Ray, Kaitlin 68, 69, 

Ray, Sherraid 103 
Reba, Emily 92 
Reed, Kiara 113 
Reed, Zachary 92 
Reis, Sydney 7, 83, 

Reitz, Benjamin 108 
Reitz, Billie 68. 103FT29, 170,^ 

Reitz, Taylor 37, 90, 93 
Revis, Derek 9. 93, 136, 137. 190 
Rex, Jamie 113,175 
Rex. Jordan 65, 89, 93 
Rex, Mark 64, 103, 164 
Rice, Maya 103 
Rice, Moriah 113 
Riggle, Ryan 93 
Ritter, Jessica 20. 4J1 
162. 186 
Rivera, Jianni 16 1 
Rivera, Joey 164 
Rivera, Jose 64, 

Robbins, Brandon 103 
Roberson, Charles 93 
Roberts, Katelyn 64, 65,] 

Robertson, Alyssa 101, 

Robinson, Ashley 68. 77] 

Rockwood, Tationna 75 
Rodriguez, Dan 12,36,50, 

79, 145, 160 

Student Council 9,1 0} 
surer 11, President 12®Swimmjng 
10,11.12 (Varsity II.^ DECaIV 
10,11 (Top 10 State l|g1); ClalsA 
Council 9,10,11,12; Trig StarTes?® 
winner 11; Cross Country 12 
Roe, Forrest 113 
Rogers, Billy 93, 195 
Roman, Elizabeth 37, 83 
Root, Catena 5. 33, 104, 133, 139 
Ross, Imani 47, 64, 93, 167 




Ross, Nia 64,113 

Rothchild, Andrew 64,113,141 

Rothchild, Gregory 65, 66, 104, 148 

Ruesken, Patrick 41, 76, 83, 125 

Ruiz. Kalynn 26, 68, 84, 174, 175 

Ruiz, Nicholas 104 

Rush, Joseph 93 

Russell. Amy 57, 66, 99. 104. 142 

Russell, Kim 38, 78, 84 

Rutherford, David 38, 84 

Ryan, Hope 64, 98, 104 


Saberniak, Julia 113 
Salazar, Jeanette 1 1 1, j 
Salinas, Janessa 67, 

Saltanovitz, Jim 72 
Sanchez, Esperanza 
Sanders, Brittney 3M 
Sanders, Eric 56, 6^ 

Sanders, Evelyn 1 1^ 

Sanders, Joshua 4CT 
Sanders, Tiffany 104* 

Sandoval, Alejandra 1041 
Santos, Sabrina 65,114, 

Scafield, Chelsea 64 
Scalzitti, Dominic 84 
Scheeringa, Brian 114 
Scheeringa. Kyra 65, 170, 

Scheeringa, Shanaizha 10, 1 
Scheffel, Anne 84, 144, 

Scheffel, William 100,104 
Schell, Anna 65, 67, 68, 69^ 

142, 171 

Schnoor. Jacob 104. 152, 172, 179, 190 
Schoenborn, Amber 93 
Scholte, Valarie 18, 47, 64. 65, 68, 84, 187 
Scofield, Chelsea 114 
Seiluns, Matthew 64,114 
Sepulveda, Peter 15, 41, 68, 125, 152, 153 
Varsity Basketball 9,10,11,12; Base 
ball 9; Turnabout Court: 10; Prom 
Court 11; Homecoming Court 12 
Shaffer, Sarah 65, 104 
Shanks, Cassandra 93,174,175 
Sharp, Jerry 68.84,129,136 
Sharp. Nick 79.84,160,161 
Sharp, Steven 114,141 
Shaw, Deshonna 104 
Shew. Holly 104 
Shinkle, Chelsea 114 

Shively, Stephanie 55, 64, 65, 78, 84, 174, 
175 

Short, Andrew 102,104 
Short, Jason 68, 84, 176 
Silva. Karina 114,167 
Silva, Luis 93 
Silva, Omar 104 
Simpson, Adrienne 104 
Simpson, Romania 104 
Sims, Ashley 114 
Sims, Michael 19,93 
Siokos, Shae 38, 97, 104, 171 
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Siokos, Shawn 3, 13. 18. 22, 68, 84, 135. 

140, 141, 164, 165. 185 

Siska, Brandon 152 

Skertich, Sarah 84 

Slagle, Collin 29, 93, 164, 165 

Smith, Brianna 93 

Smith, Jessica 29, 64, 104, 114, 152, 176 
177 

Smith, Kyle 13,84,136,137 
Smith, Melissa 111,114 
Smith, Shaneeka 93 
Smith, Shannon 72, 95 
Smith, Telia 114 
Smith, Vannessa 93 
Smith, Veronica 29,84,189 
Solar, Rachel 10, 65, 78, 104 
Solis, Gera 141 

Solivais, Victoria 11, 18, 61, 65, 66, 104, 
155 

Sopetti, Lindsey 65, 67, 68, 93, 139, 166, 
167 

Sopetti, Michelle 25, 65, 67, 68, 93, 122, 
139, 166, 167 

Sotres, Gabe 68,132.160,161 

Soy, Brandon 93, 94 

Soy, Jeremy 104 

Soy, Stefanie 64,114 

Spejewski, Allen 104 

Spires, Zachary 87, 93 

Spisak, Joseph 93 

Stack, Emily 104 

Stadnik, Melissa 68, 77, 84, 124 

Stammis, Dion 37, 84 

Starks, Jeremy 6, 34, 36. 37, 43, 45, 67, 

68,91,93, 129, 160. 161. 162 

Stassin, Nicholas 103, 104, 164 

Steele, Joshua 114 

Steffan, Taylor 18, 23, 34, 64, 104, 142 
Steinhubel, Anna 112,114 
Steinhubel, James 26, 95, 148, 201 
Stevens, Robert 10, 64, 104 
Stidham. Cory 125,136,137 
Stokes, David 68, 104, 160, 161, I”" 
Street, Nicholas 104 
Strong, Tiffany 95 
Suarez, Ariana 24,105,171 
Suboh, Deena 114 
Sudac, Kaitlyn 41, 45. 67. 68, 84. 

180, 192..217 
Suggs, Shauntia 95 
Sullivan, Julia 45 
Summers, Ashley 64,66,114 
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te. Crystal 65,105,156, 
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Honoring the top graduates 

After four long year’s of hard work, Griffith’s top students are showcased at graduation by being allowed to sit in the front row and graduationg 
before everyone else. The top ten was also given white sashes to wear to make them standout. Also being recognized was the class council officers. 
The officers were responsible for the various activities that the seniors did this year. 

“I thought it was pretty cool that we were the first ones to graduate,” said senior Shanlynn Bias. “We all worked so hard in our academics that we 
deserved to be recognized for that. Many of the top ten also had a lot of other activities to handle along with keeping up on their studies. That makes 
the accomplishment even more impressive.” 

Senior Willie Hernandez also had a special honor along with being in the front row for being a class council officer. Willie was given a purple sash 
to wear over the traditional yellow one. 

“I’m still not quite sure why I was given the purple sash,” said Hernandez. “I thought it was awesome to be able to wear a different color. I definitely 
stood out from the rest of the group. Some people said I look like a pope with my purple color. 

Along with those honors, members of National Honor society were given a second tassle to wear on their cap. Members of DECA and members of 
Quill and Scroll were also given yellow and blue cords to signify their membership. 


Catching a quick nap 

At the end of the school year, 
students tend to have trouble fo- 
cusing in class. With beautiful 
weather outside, students tend 
to put school on the back of their 
mind. Senior Josh Chavez is no 
exception to this. Chavez is taking 
a break from reading Lord of the 
Flies in Brian Jenning s English 12 
class. 

"At this point of the year, I'm just 
so ready to be done with school," 
said Chavez. "I don't even care 
about school all that much in the 
first place, and I care even less 
now. I just can't wait till this is all 
over with and I can sleep when- 
ever I want to this summer." 


Donating her work 
One of the many events that stu- 
dents look forward to at the end 
of the year is prom and the follow- 
ing weekend, a weekend which, 
for seniors, marks one of the last 
events of high school. With time 
winding down, students are enjoy- 
ing their last moments together 
as a class. Senior Lauren Hansen 
spent her prom weekend up at se- 
nior Jacob Long's cabin with her 
prom group. 

"I had mixed feelings about 
prom," said Hansen. "I was excit- 
ed to spend my senior prom with 
some of my best friends, but I was 
also upset that this was my last 
dance I'll go to in high school." 


Cramming in work 

Towards the end of the year, 
many students complain about 
the amount of work that is thrown 
at them by teachers. Freshman 
Brooke Pospychala has handled 
this added work fairly well. In 
Julie Wencloff's science class, 
Pospychala has enjoyed the new 
labs and activities that have been 
assigned. 

"A lot of people are complaining 
about the extra work we've been 
doing, but most of the activities 
are fun," said Pospychala. "I've 
really enjoyed doing labs like the 
worm dissection and the heart 
project that we had to draw and 
label." 


Stepping into the future 

Graduation for many means 
that big changes will be occur- 
ring. Many people are excited to 
go into their final summer as kids. 
Senior Jacob Evanich has big 
plans for his future over this sum- 
mer. He has to constantly prepare 
for college baseball by playing 
in many different tournaments 
throughout the entire summer. 

"I'm excited to be done with 
school and have summer," said 
Evanich." I'll have to sacrifice a 
lot of time with my friends for 
baseball, but it's worth it because 
it's always been a dream of mine 
to be able to play baseball in a 
Division I college." 
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This book was printed by Herff Jones at 2525 
Midpoint Drive, Edwardsville, Kansas. Our Re- 
flector staff would like to extend our gratitude to 
Julie Mosoriak for picking up all of our pages and 
bringing in food as well. Our theme this year is 
“Who Are We?” Throughout the book our goal 
was to show what being a Griffith Panther means. 
All theme pages, which includes the end sheets, 
the title page, the opening, the closing, the sec- 
tion dividers, and the colophone were designed by 
Jake Long. The Student Life section (We are Livin’ 
Life) was designed by Kaitlyn Herron. The Clubs 
section (We are Involved) was designed by Raquel 
Mazur. The People section (We are Notorious) 
was designed by Kiara Gragido and Kristi Bux- 
ton. Hannah Hack designed the Academic section 
(We are Bookworms). Kaitlyn Sudac designed 
the Sports section (We are Champs). The Business 
section was designed by Nicole Hamill. 

Our cover was designed by an artist hired by 
Herff Jones. The cover and theme pages used AHJ 
Snowwrite font. The student life section used AHJ 
Sunken and AHJ Nashville fonts. The Club sec- 
tion used AHJ Prank font. The Sports section used 
AHJ Paddington. The People section used AHJ 
Darkgray, and the Academic section used AHJ Bu- 
sorama. The caption font was AHJ Unitus Regular. 
The caption headlines were Unitus Bold Italic. The 
photo by’s were AHJ Unitus Regular, and the story 
font was AHJ Times Regular. 

The staff would like to thank everyone who 
shared their photographs with us on eShare and 
Larry Titak Photography for taking the sports 
teams, groups, faculty, and senior pictures. We 
would also like to thank Interstate Studios, Inc. for 
all the underclassmen photos. 

Lastly, the staff would like to thank Mrs. Collard 
for all of her help and support as our advisor. 


W-H-O We? 

Letter from the editor 

This year has been a great year for 
me. It’s hard to believe that my senior 
year is over. While it hasn’t been every- 
thing everyone thought it would be in 
sports after an impressive junior year, 
it has been more than what I expected 
in terms of memories, fun times, and 
lasting friendships. 

The staff has worked extra hard this 
year at putting out a great yearbook so 
we can all remember this year forever. 

As we are all excited to move onto 
bigger and better things, I hope that 
one day, many years from now, you 
read this book and remember all the 
great memories you had back in high 
school. 

Sincerely, 
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Brooke Trueblood 

„, . Reporter 

1 >ove Kaitlyn Herron." 


Alyssa Melchorl 

Reporter 
"Dream as if you'll live forever, live 
as if you'll die today. -James Dean" 


A 


Samantha Mclnerney 

Reporter 

"I <3 Taylor Swift!' 
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